Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



HO.-,- -„ Google 



HO.-,- -„ Google 



THE DOCTRINES 



I S C I P L I S 



WETIiOOIST EPISCOPAL CIIUKCli. 



Cincinnati: 

PUBLISHED BY SWORMSTEDT 4 POE, 



HO.-,- -„ Google 



HO.-,- -„ Google 



TO THE MEMBERS 



MEIHODIST EPISCOPAL CHtlRCQ. 

Dearlt Beloved Bkethren, — We 
thiok it expedient to give jou a brief 
account of the rise of Mediodism, both 
in Europe and America. "In 1729, 
two young men, in England, reading 
the Bible, saw they coiild not be saved 
without holiness : followed after it, and 
incited others so to do. In 1737, they 
saw, likewise, that men are justified 
before tliey are sanctified : but still lio- 
Jiaesa was their object, God then iJirusl 
them out lo raise a holy people,"* 

In the year 1766, Philip Embury, & 
local preacher of our society, from Ire- 
land, began to preach in the city of 

• Tbeae ate tiie worda of Meaara. Wesley tbem- 
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New-York, and forme J a sodetj-pf bia 
own countrjmeii and tlie citizens ; and 
the Siime year, Thomas Webb pitached 
in a liired room near the bairacks. 
About the same time, Eobert Straw- 
bridge, a local preaelier from Ireland, 
setileii in Fredei'iek county, in the stale 
of Maryland, and, preaching there, form- 
ed some societies. Tlie first Methodist 
church was built in New-York in 17G8 
or 17G9; and in 17GD Richard Board 
man and Joseph Pilmoor came to New- 
York ; who were the first regular Meth- 
odist preachers on the continent. In the 
latter end of the year 1771, Francis As- 
bury and Kiohard "Wright, of the same 

"We believe (hat God's design in raifi- 
ing Tip the preachers called Methodists 
in America, was lo reform the continent, 
and spread Scripture holiness over these 
lands. As a proof hereof, we have seen, 
since that lime, a great and glorious work 
of God, from New-York, through the 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Wary- 
land, Virginia, North and South Caro- 
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Una, and Georgia; as also, of late, to 
the exlremiliea of the western and east- 
ern states. 

We esteem it our duty and privilege 
most earnestly to recommend to you, as 
membere of our Church, our FORM OF 
DISCIPLINE, which Jjas been founded on 
the experience of a long series of years; 
as also on the obsei"vations and I'cniarks 
we have made on ancient and modern 
Churches, 

"We wi?h to see (his little puhlicatioT 
in the house of every Methodist; and 
the more so, as it contains the articles 
of religion maintained more or less, in 
part or in whole, by every reformed 
Church in (he world. 

Far from wishing you to he ignoranl 
of any of our doctrines, or any part o' 
our discipline, we desire you lo rea'' 
mark, learn, and inwardly digest, Ih 
whole Tou ought, next lo the nord 
of God, lo procure the articles and ca- 
nons of the Church to which you belong. 
This present edition is small and cheap, 
and we can assure you that the profits 
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of the sale of it shall be applied to cha 
litahle and religious purposes. 

We remain your very affectionate 
brethren and pastors, who labour night 
and day, both in public and in private, 
for your good. 

BEVERLY "W AUG II, 
THOMAS A. MORRIS, 
EDMUND S. JANES, 
LEVI SCOTT, 
MATTHEW SIMPSON, 
EDWARD R. AMES, 
OSIIAN C. BAKER. 
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DOCTRrNES AND DISCIPLINE 

METHODIST E. CHURCH. 



PART I. 



CIIAPTEll I. 

ORIGIN AM) AKTICLES. 



Oftlie Oriffin of the Methodist E. Cliui-ck. 

The prenrliera and mpnibtrs of our society 
in jreneral, Imiiijr noiivincuil timt tliei'u uua 
a great ilsfii-iercy of vital religion iii the 
Ciiuruh of Kii<.'!aiiil in America, ami being 
in many plai;e» (liistitiitH of tlie Christian 
iacratiieiit.1. as several at' tiie cler^' liail for- 
■aken their uburehes, reiiuu«ted tlie laCe Itev. 
Jihn Wenlei) to xeke sui-h measuni«, in hla 
visdom anii pruikiii'e, an would attbiij Lhem 
luitible reliel'in tlielr distress. 

Ill eotiseijuenue irf" tliiH. our venerabla 
friend, who, uniler do"!, Iiiid been the father 
of the great revive uf religion now exiend- 
ing over the earth, by the meaiia of the 
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14 ARTICLES OF ItELIGlOS. Part 1, 

MettitxIistB, determined tn ordain ministers 
for America; am! for this purpose, in the 
year 1 784, sent over thn-e rejiiilarly ordain- 
ed elerffj ; but preferring tlie episcopid 
mode ot Chiiroh government to any other, 
he solemnly set apart, by the impowtion of 
his haiiils and prayer, one of them, Dume'fi 
TkotiuM Oite, Uoi'tor ol' Civil Law, late o( 
Jesus College, in the Univereity of Oxford, 
and a prealij-ter of the Church of England, 
for lliu episcopal office ; an<l having deliver- 
ed to bin) letters of episcopal orders, coin- 
nusaoned and directed him to set apart 
fmncw ilxfiury, then general assistant of the 
Methodist Soeie^ in Ameiica, for the same 
episcopal office ; he, the said Francis Asbury, 
biing first ord^ned deacon and elder, fc 
consequence of which, the ssud Francis As- 
buTtj was solemnly set apart for the said 



other regularly ordained n 

in the sacred ceremony. At which time the 
General Conference, held at Baltimore, did 
onanimously receive the said Tliomas Coke 
and Fronds Asbury as their bishops, being 
fully satisfied of the validity of their epiaci^ 
pal ordlnadon. 
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I, Of Faith in tie Holy Trinity. 
There is but one living anil tnie God, 
evurliistin^, withoutlimly or parts, of infinite 
power, wisilom, anil ^ooihiess: the maker 
anil oruatTver of all tliiiijia, viable anil in- 
visible. And in unilj- of tfiis {Joillieafl, there 
are tlm^e persons, oC one substanee, power, 
and eternity ; — the Father, the Son, and tlie 
Holy Ghost 

'^ ■ ■ i 

•ode very Ma 

»he very aiid eternal Goi!, of one substance 
villi tlie Father, took man's nature in the 
womb of the blessed vir^n ; ao that two 
whole and perfect naturex, that is to say, the 
Godheaii and manhood, were joineil ti^^'ether 
in one person, never to be divided, whereof 
is one Christ, very God and very man, who 
truly suflered, was crufified, dead and bu- 
ried, to reconcile his Father to us,anil to be 
a sicrifice, not only for original guilt, but 
also for actual sins of men. 

HL Of the Resurrection of Christ. 
Christ did truly rise again from the dead, 
and took again his lioiiy, with all tbinpi ap- 
pertaining to the perfection of man s nature. 
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16 AKTICLB8 OF REI.IGIOS. Paitl, 

wherewitb lie s^cemled into lieaven, and 
there sitU'th uHtJl lie return to Juiige all men 
ab the last day. 

IV. OflhelTofy Ghost. 
The Hilly Ghiwt, prococding from the 
Father ami the Son, is of one sulisiance, 
majesty, ami dory, with the Father anil th< 
Son, very aiul eternal God. 

V. Tlie Sufficiency/ of ihe IMy Scripfuret 

The Holy Si:rifitures fontain all thinfia 
necessary to sslvalicm: so that whatsoever 
is not reail therein, iinr may be proved tliere- 
by, (8 not tn be requireil of any man, that it 
Bnouhl bu believed as an artiele of faith, or 
be tlion^ht re(|uisit« or niH'CHsary to salva- 
tion. In the name of the Holy Peripture, 
we do unileratand those canonical books of 
the Old and New Testament, of whose au- 
thority was never any doubt in the Church. 

The Names of lU Canonical Books. 



Deuteronomy, 
Joshua, 

liu'lh!'' 

The First Book of Samuel, 

The Second Book of ISamuel, 
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Cll.i,g2. ARTICLES OF KEtlGJON. 17 



The First Book of Kin^. 
The Seconil Book of Kitiss, 
The Fii-at Book of Chronicles, 
The Set-onJ Book of Chronicleg, 
The Book of Ezra. 
Tlie Book of Nehemiah, 
The Book of Estiier, 
The Book of Job, 
The Psahns, 
The Proverbs, 

Eeclesiastea, or the Preacher, 

Caiitiea, or Sonna of Solomon, 

Four Prophets the gi'eater, 

Twelve Prophels the lean : 

AJI the books of t!ie New Tostament, as (hey 

are eommonij' revived, we do receive ana 

account canonical. 

VL 0/the Old Testament. 



Dient everlasting life is oflcred to mankind by 
Christ, who is the only Mediator between God 
andnian,beingbothGodandman. Where- 
fore they are not to he heard who feign that 
the old fathers did look only for transitory pro- 
mises. Although the law pven from Ckid 
ly Moses, as touching ceremonies and rites, 
doth not bind Christians, nor onght She civil 
precepts thereof of necesMiy be received in 
any commonwealth; yet, notwithstanding, 
no Christian whatsoever Is free from the 
obedience of the commandments which are 
called moraL 
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18 ARTICLES OF KELIOION. Part I, 

Vn. Of Original or Blrih Sin. 
Original sin standeth not in the follanin? 
of Ailani, (aa the I'slagiatia do vainly talk,) 
bnt it is the corruption of' tlie nature (rf" tver* 
man. that naturally is enjieridered of the o^ 
BpTiurt cS Mam, ■wWte\i5 -jtitm is mc-tj f» 
goii(; (rom original rightuousniiss, anil of hi 
oivn nature iniiliued to evil, and that con- 
tinually. 

TUt 0/Free WaL 
The condition of man afler the fall of Adam 
»su(!h,that he cannot turn and prepare him- 
self, by liis own natural strenrrlli and worki, 
ta thilL, and c-allittg vfwn Ood ; n-Jien?/bro 

we have no power to do pood works, plea- 
sant and ai'ceptabte to God. without the <rrac9 
of Goii by Christ preventing us, that we niay 
have a good will, an<l working with us, when 
we have that giioJ will. 

IX. Of (he Junlijicalion of Man. 
We are ac'c-ouJiti'il righleous before God, 
only for the merit of our Ijord and Saviotw 
Jesus Christ by failh, and not for oin- own 
works or ileseniiifrs : — Whcmfore, tliat we 
are justified by faith only, is a moat whole- 
some doWrilio, and very full of coniibrt. 

X. Of Good Works. 

Although (rood works, whii'h are the fruita 

rf faith, and foUow alter justification, cannot 

put away our Bins, and endure the severity 
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ai.i,§2. AKTICLEa OF HELIGIOX. 19 

of God's judgments; vet are they pleasing 
ftnd out'upuible to God in Christ, and sjirjiig 
out of a true and lively faith, insoniuuh that 
fay them a lively Ikitli iiiay be as evidently 
kiiovru as a tree is disuurue3 by its friiit 



XL Of Works of Supererogation, 
Voluntary -works,— besides, over, and 
above God's comniaiidments — whieh arc call- 
ed works of supercrogaljoa, cannot be taught 
without arrogancy and impiety. For oy 
thciii men do declare that they do not only 
render unto God aa mut-h as they are bound 
to do, but tliat they do more for his sake tlian 
of boundun Aaty is reiiuired : whereas Christ 
saith plainly, \Vhen ye have done all that is 
coinnmnded you, say, We are unprofitable 



Xii. Of Sill o/ler Juslif cation. 

Ifol every sin willingly committed after 
justilii'atiun istlie sm a<r^iistthe IJoly Ghost, 
and unpardonable. Wherefore, the grant 
sf re])U[itance is not to bo deuied to such as 
&11 into sin after justification : after we have 
received tie Holy Ghait, we may depart 
from grace ttiven, and fkll into sin, and, by 
the grace of God, rise a^ain and amend our 
Jives. And therefore Uiey are to be con- 
demned who say tliey can no more an as 
long as they live here ; or deny the place rf 
furgivcijBss to such as truly repeiit 
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20 ARTICLES OP RELIGION. Part L 



Xm. Of (he Oturch. 

The Tiailile Church of Christ ia a congre- 
gation of laidiful men, in which the pure 
word of (joil is prcatlicd, and the sacramejiti 
duly admhiiatered, atfordjiin: to Christ's or- 
diiiante, in all those things that of netessi'j 
are rct^isiie to the same. 

XIV. Of Punjatory. 

The Eomiah doctrine uoncemiiig pni^ 
tory, pardon, worshipping, andadoration, as 
irell uf inu^^ee an of relics, and aJ^o invoc^ 
tion of saiuls, is a fond thing, vainly inTcnt- 
ed, and grounded upon no warrant of Scrip- 
ture, but repugnant to the word of God. 

XV. OfxpeaUng in the Congregation in such 
a Tungiie as Ike People unJerstand. 
If is a thin" plidnly repugnant to the word 
of Gwl, aiiii the custom of the primitive 
Church, to have public prayer in the Church, 
or to minister the sacraments, in a tongue 
not understood hy the people. 

XVI, Of the Sacraments. 

Sacraments, ordiuned of Christ, are not 
only badges or tokens of Christian men's 
prcJes^on ; but rather Ihey are certain agng 
of grace, and God's good-will toward as, by 
the which he doth work inyisibly in us, and 
doth not only quicken, but also strengUien 
and confirm our faith in bim. 



HO.-,- -„ Google 



Cki, g 3. ARTICLES OF HBUGIOS. 21 

There are two iatraments on!aine<l of 
Ciimt our I.orU in the gospd ; thai is to say, 
baptism anil the supper ot the Loiii. 

Those live commonly tailed sacraments, 
that is to say, confirmation, penance, oi'ders, 
matrimony, and extreme unction, arc not to 
be counted for sacraments of the gospel, 
being Biieh as have partly grown oui of tlie 
corrupt following of tbo ap^es : and partly 
are states of life alloned in the Scriptures, but 
yet have not the like nature of baptism and 
the Lord's supper, because they have not any 
■visible sign or ceremony ordained of (rfid. 

The sacraments were not ordain edofChrist 
to be gazed upon, or to be carried about; 
but that we shoul<l duly uao them. And in 
such only as worthily receive the same, they 
have a wholesome eflect or owration : but 
they that rec^uive them unwortiiily, purchase 
to themselves condemnation, as St. Paul 
with, 1 Cor. xi, 99. 

XVn. Of Baptism. 
Baptism is not only a n^m of profession, 
and mark of diflerence, whereby Christians 
ve distinguished from others that are not 
l>a]itized : but it is also a sign of regcnerar- 
tion, or the new birth. The baptism of 
voung children is to be retained in tho 
thurch. 

X^^II. Of the LotiTs Svpper. 
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33 ARTICLES OF RELIGION'. Fart I, 

amoti!; themselves one to anotlier, but ralhei' 
iaasatrnmentof our redumption by Christ's 
death ; insomuch tliat. to sueh as n^liHy, 
worthily, and with faith receive the same, 
the breail which we break is a partaking of 
the body of Christ; and likewise tbei'uii of 
blesBingJB apartakingof the blood of Christ 
Tranjiiibstantiation, or the chaii|;e of the 
substance of breail and wine ui the Huppci 
of our Loi'd, cannot be proved by Ilolr 
"Writ, but is repupiant to the pljin worcfa 
of St-ripture, overthrowoth tlie nature of a 
t, and hatb given occasion to mauj 



The boiiy of Christ Is given, taken, and 
eaten in the supper, only after a heavenly 
and spiritual manner. And tJio means 
whereby the body of Chrtit is received and 
eaten in tlie supiier, is faith. 

The sarraiTicnt of the Lord's supper was 
not by Chri.-it's ordinani'e reserved, carried 
ahou^ lifted up, or worshipped. 

XTX. Of holh kinds. 
The cup of the Lonl is not to be denied 
to the hiy j>eople : for both the parts of the 
Lord's Slipper, by Christ's unlinan^'e and 
commanrlment, ought \o be iwJmiLii.stered to 
all Christians aUkoi 

XX. Of the on". Ol-hlmn .>f CkrUl,fini>!heil 

upon llie CrO'<s, 

The offering of Christ, oni'e made, is that 

perfect redemption, propitiation, and sati* 
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ClLi,g2. AKTICLGS OP BELICrOK- 23 

StPtion for all the sins of the whole world, 
faolJi originid and artual: and thei'e is noaa 
Other saUsfai^ion for sin but that alone, 
therefore the sacrifice of masses, in the 
vhii'h it is commonly said that ilie priest 
doth offer Christ for the quick and the dead, 
to have remisMon of pain or guilt, is a blas- 
phemous fiible, and dangerous detcit. 

XXI. OfAeMarnogeofMmi-len. 
The ministers of Christ are rot com- 
manded by God's law either lo von the 
estate of single life, or to abstain from mar- 
riage : therefore it is lawful for them, as for 
all other Christians, to marry at their own 
discretion, as they shall judge the same to 
serve best to godliness. 

XXn. Of Urn RUes and CeT-emonks of 

it is not necessary that rites and oeremo- 
nies should in all plai'es be the same, or 
enactly alike; for tliey liave been always 
dilierent, and may be changed acc-onling to 
the drversity of countries, times, and men's 
manners, so that nothing be ordaiued against 
God's word. Whosoever, through Ins pri- 
vate judnment, willing 
doth openly break the ri 
of the Church to which he belong", which 
ATR not repugnant to the word of Cod, and 
art! ordiuned and approved by common au- 
liority, ought to be rebuked openly, that 
DtheT^ may fear to do the like, as oae diat 
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S4 ARTICLES Of BELiGioir. Fart I, 

olTendeth against the eomraon order of the 
Cliurch, and woundetb tlie conscietioes (^ 
weak brethren. 

Every partioiilar Church may ordain, 
change, or abolish, rites and ceremonies, eo 
that all things may be done to edification 

XXm. Of the Rulers of the United Stalti 
ofAn^erloa. 
The president, the congress, the general 
aseembliee, the governors, and the councils 
of state, as ike delegates of Ike people, are the 
rulers of the United Slates of America, ae 
cording to the divkion of power made to 
Ihem Dy the constitution of the United 
States, and by the constitutions of their re- 
spective states. And tlie s^d states are 
a sovereign and independent nation, and 
(Might not Id be subject to any foreign juiis- 
diction.* 

XXrV. Of Christian Men's Goods. 

The riches and goods of Christians are not 

common, as touching the right, title, and 

Cission of the same, as some do falsely 
t. Notwilhstaniling, ever^ man ought, 

(he duty of Christiajis, and esueciallj all Christian 

«f ihe country where ihey may reside, antl to nan 
all hmdabls means to enjoin obedience lo the na«r 
era that be ; and ^erefore ii is expected ihai all oui 
preachers and people, who may be under the Brit- 
jsh, or any older government, will behave them, 
lelvea as peaceable and orderly subjectt. 
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of suth thinga as lie possesseth, tibe^al^r 
to eive alms to the poor, according to hil 
ability. 

XXV. Of a Cliristian Man's Oalh. 
As we confess that Twn and rash awear- 
ing is forbidden Chriatiiin men by our Lord 
Jeaua Christ and James his apostle ; so we 
judge that the ChrisUiLn religion doth not 
prohibit, but that a man may swear when 
the majristrate requireth, in a cause of faith 
and cliarity, ao it be done according to the 
prophet's teaching, in justice, judgment, and 
truth. 



CHAPTEK II. 

GENERAL RXJLF.S, AND HECEPTIOS OF 



(I) Is the latter end of the year 1739, 
eight or ten persons came to Mr. Wesley 
in London, who appeared to be deeply con- 
vinced of sin, and earnestly groaning for 
redemption. They desired (as did two or 
three more the next day) that he would 
spend some time with them in prayer, and 
advise them how to floe from the wratli to 
come ; which they saw continually hanging 
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over their heads. That he might have 
more time for this great work, he appointed 
a (lay when they might all come together; 
which from thenceforward they did every 
week, namely, on Thursday, in the evening. 
To these, and as many more as desired to 
jtnn with them, (Ibr thuir number increased 
daily,) he gave tliose advices from time to 
lime which he jiidc;ed most needful for 
them; and they always concluded their 
meetin™ with prayer suited to their several 



(2) This was the rise of the United So 
CIETY, first in Uurope tnd then m America, 
Such a society is no other than " a company 
of men havmg the form and seeking th€ 
power of godlmeit, untied m order to }/ray 
together^ to retetie the word of exhoHation, 
and to watch over one another m love, that 
they mag help each other to wurL out their 



(3) That It may the more easilv he dis- 
cerned whether Uic^ are indeed working 
out their own -iKalJon each soiiety is di- 
vided into smaller < ompanies, called chisses, 
according to their respective places of abode. 
There are about twelve persons In a class; 
one of whom is styled the leader. It is hit 

I. To see each person in his class once a 

1. To inquire how their souls prosper. 
S. To advise, reprove, comlbit, or exhort, 
as occasion may remiire. 

3. To receive what they are willing to 
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pve towawl tlie lulief of the preaclieTf, 

cliuri;ii, and poor.* 

II. To meet the imnlstere and the Htew- 
ards of the society onto a week ; in order, 

1 . To inform the minister of any that are 
mck, or of any that walk disordiiriy, and 
trill not be leproved. 

2. To pay the stewards what they have 
received of their several classes in the week 



(4) There is only one condition previ- 
ously reijnired of those who desire admii- 
uon into th^e societies, "a demre \o Uee 
from the wrath to come, and to be saved 
from tlieir ans." But whereTer this is 
really fised in the soul, it will be shown by 
its fruits. It is tlterefore expected of all 
who continue therein, that they shotild fonr 
tiune to evidont'e their desire of salvation, 

First, By doing no harm, by avoiding evil 
of every lund, especially that which is okost 
generally praeriied ; bucIi as. 

The taking of the name of God in vain. 

The jirofaiiing the liay of the Lord, either 
Dy doing ordinary work tbenun, or by buy- 
ing or selling. 

Jlnnikenness, buyinjr or soiling spiiifiious 
liquors, or drinking them, uulcss in cases of 
extreme necessity. 

The hnijaii/ and xelling of men, women, 
ttiul chUihtii, mlh at) iulaitumln enslaee Ihertu 

I'hjhdng, quarrelling, brawling, brother 
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jotnj lolaio witii brother; returning evJ* 
for evil; or railing Ibr railing; the twin* 
many words in buyinj; or selling. 

l^e but/ing or selling goods Uiat have not 
pavl the duty. 

The aiding or taking things on usury, i. e., 
nnlawfu! interest. 

Unchariiable ov xtnproJtHdile eon versa tion^ 
partt'uliirly Bpeaking evi! of magiitrates or 



DtMn" to others as we would not they 
ahould Uo unto u?. 

Doing what we know is not for the glwv 
ofCnd: aa. 

The putting on of gold and cosily appareL 

The l/tbing such dipersums as tannot be 
used in the name of tbe Lord Jesua. 

The xinging those songs, or reading tliosa 
bonhi, whirh do not t«nd to the knowleilga 
or love of God. 

Softness and needless self-indulgence. 

Laying up treasure upon earth. 

Borrowinjt without a probability of pay- 
ing ; or taking up "oorls without a pro!>a- 
VSity of paying for them. 

(5) It u expec-ted of all who contjnue in 
these societies, that fhey sliould continue to 
evidence their desire of salvation, 



tbey have opportunity, doing gooil of everv 
possible sort, and, as ihr as pos^ble, to tJl 

To their boiliea, of the ability which God 
givetli, by giving food t« the haogry, bv 
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clotLinj; the naked, by vieiting oi" helping 
them that iire ^iok or iji pdaon. 

To their souls, by iiiRtructing, reproving, 
or eahortins all we have any intercourse 
witlt ', trani|]liiig tinder loot that entliusiaHlic 
doctrine, tliat "ive are not to do good unlesa 
our kewtf lie free to tl." 

Ey Uoing rood, especially totJiein that are 
of the household of iuJIb, or groaning so to 
be ; employing them preferably to otiiets, 
buyinj; one ta another, helping each other 
in bu^incM ; and ao mut-h tlie more bet-auae 
the world wilt lore its own, and them otilg. 

£y all possible ili/igeiice aad/rugalUj/,&B>t 
the goapul be not blamed. 

By running witlj palJence the race which 
is set up before them, denying Ihemaelvei', and 
taking up llieir cross daily; submitting to 
bear the reproach of Christ, ■ to be aa tha 
filth atnl ofTsL-ouring of the world ; and look- 
ing that men should say cdl manner vf eeil 
ofHiem fabelff/or the Lor<F» sake. 

(6) It is expected of all who desire to 
continue in tliese societies, that tliey should 
continue to evidence their desire of salva- 

Thirdly, By attendina: upon all (he ordi 
BincesofGod: such are, 

The public worship of God : 

The ministry of the woix!, either read or 
expounded r 

The supper of the Lord; 

Fani'lv and private prayer: 

Searching the Scriptures, and 

Faetiug or abstinence. 
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(7) Those are the j^neral rules of onr 
societies ; all whit-li we are taught of (ioiJ 
to observe, even in hjs written won!, whiub 
is tlie only rule, and the sulScient nilg bcitb 
of our faith and pnti-tiL-e. And all thi'de we 
know Ms Spirit writes on truly awakened 
hiiarts. If there be any among us who ob 
serve them not, who habitually break anj 
of them, let it be known unto them who 
watch over that iwul, as they who miisl fWe 
an account. "VVe will admonish him of the 
error of his wavs. We will bear with hira 
fora season. £ut if then he repent not, he 
hath no more place among us. IVe have 
delivered our own souls. 



SECTION II. 
Of Receiving Members inlo the Chvrch. 
Quest. 1. How shall me prevent inipropei 

girsous from inanuatiiig lliein»clvc;s into thu 
hnri^h? 

Aiisw. 1. Let none be receive'} into Hh 
Church until they are Tecemmended hij a letid- 
er milk idiam they hace met at least six montit 
on trial, and have been Imjitiied ; and shall oa 
examinatum by the miaisler in chojy/e, liefi/rt 
ike Church, give tatinfactonj axmrances both 
oftlte correctness of their Jitilk, and Ihetr (tif- 
Unmess to observe and keep the rules of the 
Chvrch. Nevertheless, if a member in good 
standing in any other orthodox Church slmll 
desire to unite with us, such applicant may, 
by giving satisiacforj' answers to the usuaj 
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inquiries, be received at once into full fellow- 

2. Let none be admitted on trial, except 
tbey are well recommended by one you know, 
or until thoy tiave met twice or thrice in 

S. Read the rules to them the first time 
Uiey meet. 

Quest. 2. Ilovr shall ne be more exact in 
receiving and cxcliwiing membera? 

Amw. The official minister or preacber 
shall, at every quarterly meeting, read the 
names of those that are received into the 
Churoh, and also those that are excluded 
therefrom. 



CHAPTER ni. 

OP THE COSPERESCES. 
SECTION I. 

Of our Beportment at lJ,e Cotiferences. 
Ir is desired that all things be considered 
on these occasions as in the immediate! pro 
Bence of God : that every person speak freely 
whatever is in his heart 

Quest. How may we best improve our tlrci?. 
rtl the conferences? 

Answ. 1, While we are conversin-;, let 
us have an especial care to set God always 
before us. 

2. In the intermediate hours, let us re- 
deem all the time we can for pijvate exer- 
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SECTION 11, 
Of lie General Conference. 

Quest. \Vlio shall compise the Genera! 
Conference, anil what are ihe regulations 
anil powers belcHigiii;; to it '^ 

Anna. 1. The GenenJ Gmference shall 
be tompoaed of onii member for every 
twenty-one members of eatli annual eon- 
fereni'e, Ic be appiinleil either by seniori^ 
or clioii-e, at tlie discretion of such annual 
conferenee: yet so that sueh represetitatipes 
shall have travelled at least four full calendar 
years fVom the time that they were received 
on trial by an anunal conference, anil are 
in full connextion at llie time of holding the 
conference. 

2. The Genera! Conference shall meet 
on the first day of Way. in the year of our 
Lord 1812, in the city of Kew-Yoifc, and 
thencelbrwanl on the first day of May once 
in four years perpetually, in such place or 

E laces as shall be iixcd on by the Genera} 
ionference from time to time : but the ge- 
nera! euiierintcndents, with or by tlie ad 
vice of all tlie annual conferences, oi if tliere 
be no general superintendent, all tlie an- 
nual conferences respectively, shall liave 
^werto call a General Conference, if they 
judge it necessary, at any time. 

3. At all times when the General Confer- 
ence is met, it shall take two-thiids of tha 
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repi-esentatives of all the annual conferennes 
to iiuikc a quorum for tranBacting business. 

4. Ono of tlie general sujiBrintcndents 
gTiali pi-eside In the General Conlerenee ; bul 
in ease no general superintendent be pi-o- 
sent, tl.e (ieneral Cojifereni* shall choose h 
presldeiif pro tfm. 

5. The General Conference shall have 
full powers to make rules and regulations 
for our Church, under the following (iniita- 
licins and I'et-trietions, namely : — 

1. The Generid Conference shall not re- 
voke, alter, or change our artitles of reli- 
gion, nor establish any new standards or 
rules of doctrine contrary to our present 
e.xistiog and established standards of doi^- 

2. They shall not allow of more than one 
Tepresentati\-e for every fourteen mem- 
bf.re of the annual conference, nor allow 
of alesiniinibertlian one for every tbirly : 
provided, nevertheless, that when there 
shall be in atiy annual conference a frac- 
tion of two-tliii-da the nunihev which shall 
be fixed for the ratio of rppresentaljon, 
such annual conference shall be entitled 
to an addiliona! delegate for such fraction ; 
and proi-ided, also, that no conference shall 
be denied the privilege of two delegates. 

3. They shall not change or alter any part 
or nile of our government, so as to do 
away episcopacy, or destroj' the plan of 
our itinerant general supenntendengr. 

i They shall not I'evoke or change the' ge- 
neral rules of lie United Societies. 
3 
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5. They sliiill not do away tfe privileges of 
our ministers or preachirfl of trial by 
a commitlte, and of an ^pesl ; neither 
shall they do away the p-ivilen;es of oor 
members of trial before tie society, or by 
a committee, anil of an qipcal. 

6 Thoy shall not appropriate the produce 
of the Book Concern, no- of the (Jhartei 
Fund, to any purpose ober than for the 
benefit of the travelling, aupemuuierary, 
superannuateil and wom-cut preaehers, 
their wives, ividowi, and children. P:-0' 
vided, nevertheless, that upon tlie toncaiv 
rent reooramendation of tliree-fourths of 
all the members of the several Annual 
Conferences, who shall be present and vote 
on such recommendation, (hen a majority 
of two-thirds of the Genera! Conference 
succeeding shall suffice to alter any of the 
above restrictions, except.inir the first ar- 
ticle: and also, whenever such al(«ration 
or alterations shall Iiave been first recom- 
mended by two-thirds of the General 
Conference, so soon as three-fourths of 
the members of ull the Annual Confereneea 
shall have concurred as aforesaid, such al- 
teration or alterations shall take effpct 



SECTION m. 

Of ilie Annual Confennces. 

^esi. I. Who shall attend the Annual 

Conferences ? 

Answ. All the travelling preachers — both 



■ -„ Google 



CIi. iii, 5 3. 

tliose who are iii full connexion, and tlioaa 
who are on trial. 

Quest. 2. Who shall appoint the times of 
holding the Annual Conferences? 

Ansie. TEie Bishops: but Ihey shall allow 
the Annual Conferences (o sit a week, at 

Quest. 3. Who shall appoint the places of 
holding the Annual Coiili'renoes ? 

An.iw. Each Annual Conference shall 
appoint the place of its own sitl^ng. 

Quent. 4. Who shall preside at the Aa- 
naal Conferences ? 

Answ. The Bishop. In case no Bishop 
be pn'sent, a Presiding Elder, appointed bj- 
a Bishop, by letter or otherwise, shall pre- 
side. But if no nppointmcnt he made, oi 
if the Presidinji Elder appointed do not 
attend, the Conference shall in either of 
these cases elect the President by ballot, 
without a debate, from anions the Presiding 
Elders. 

Quest 5. What is the method wherein wa 
usnaKy proceed in the Annual Conferences ? 

Aimio. We inquire, 
1 . What preachers are admitted on trial ? 
2 Who remain on trial ? 
J Who are admitled into full connexion ? 
i Who are the Deacons? 
5 Who have been elected and ordained 

Elders this year ? 

6. Who have located this year? 

7. Who are the supernumeraries? 

b. Who are the superannuated or worn-out 
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S. TiVlio have been expelled from tte c 

ne^ion this year? 
10. Who have withdrawn from the conn 



1 this yea 
Are all tl 



11. Are all the preachers blameless in life 

1 2. Who have died this year ? 

13. What is (be number of members, aid 
what of probationers, in society ? 

14. What amounts are necessary for thii 
superannuated preaehers, and the widowa 
and orphans of preachers, and to make 
up the (lefieiencies of those who have noC 
obCained their regular allowance OTi the 



IS. What has been contributed for the 
support of Missions, what for the Sunday- 
Svhod Union, what for the publicatioc 
and circulation of tracts, and what to aid 
the American Bible Society? 

17. Where. are the preachers stationed this 

18. IVTiere and when shall ournext Confer- 
ence be bfeld? 

Quest. G. Is there any other business (o 
be done in the Annual Conferences ? 

Answ. 1. The electing and ordaining of 
Deacons and Elders. 

3. It shall be the duty of each Annual 
Conference to examine strictly into the stats 
of the domestic mis^ons within its hounds, 
and to allow none to remain on the list of 
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its missions whieli, in tlie juilgment of H>o 
Confurenoe, is abln to support itstlf. 

Quent. 7. Are there any other direillonji 
to be given concerning the Annual Confiir- 



Anxw, There shiUbc thirty-nine Confer- 
ences in the year. (See partiiLch. 1, 
page 158.) 

A record of the proceedings of each An- 
nual Conference shall be kept by a Secre- 
tary, chosen for tliat purpoRc, am! shall be 
signed by the President and Secretary ; and 
let a copy of the said record be sent to the 
General Conference. 

asrFor other special duties of the An- 
nua! Conference, with reference to Missions, 
Sunday sehoola, and Tracts, aee pages ISO, 
85, 87. 



Of tie Quarlerhj Conferences. 

Quest. 1. Of whom shall the Quarterly 
Conferences be composed ? 
Aii!:w. Of all the travelling and local 

fireachers, exhorters, stewards, and class- 
eaders of the circuit or station, and none 
elsa. But the male superintendents of Sim- 
day schools, bring members of oiB" Uhurrfj, 
shall, by virtue of their office, have a seat hi 
the Quarterly Conference having superviaon 
of their schools, with the right to speak. and 
TOte on questions relating to Sunday schools, 
and on such questions only ; and the MJ»- 
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ricmarv CommiHee (part iii, ch. iv, pngo 19IJ 
shall nave the right to a seat duHng the 
action of the Confermice on the subject of 
Miffflona, but at no other time. 

Qaest. 2. Who shall preside in the Quar- 
terly Conferences 7 

Atwia. The Presiding Elder, and in hu 
absence the preacher in charge. 

Quest. 3. How shall the minutes of tbe 
Quarterly Conference be kept 7 

Amw. The Quarterly Conference shall 
appoint a Secretary to faire down the pro- 
ceedings thereof, in a book kept by one of 
the Stewards of the circuit for that purpose. 

Quest. 4. Whtrt shall be the regular busi- 
ness of the Quarterly Conference ? 

Aasw. 1. To bear complaints, and to re- 
ceive and try appeals, 

2. To appoint a committee to make an 
estimate of the amount necessary t<> furnish 
fuel and table expenses for the family or 
families of the preacher or preachers of the 
circuit or station, which esrjmate shall be 
subject to the action of the Quarterly Con- 
ference. (See part iii, ch. iii, 5 2, art. 6, 
page 180.) 

3. To take cognizance of all the local 
preachers in the circuit or station, and to 
inqmre into the gifts, labours, and usefulness, 
of each preacher by name ; to license proper 
persona to preach, and renew their license 
annually, when in the judgment of said 
Conference their gifts, grace, and usefniness, 
TTill warrant such renewal ; to recommend 
to the Annual Conference suitable candi- 
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dates in the local c 
or Elders' onlers, and ft 
in the travelling conni 
suspend, expel, or acquit any local preacher 
in the circiut or station against whom chains 
may be brought. Piwided, that no person 
BhEut be licensed to preach without the 
recommendation of the society of which he 
is a member, or of a leaders' meeting; uoi 
Bhall anv one be licensed to preach, or recom- 
mende<^ to the Annual Conference to travel, 
or for ordination, without first being exam- 
ined in the Quarterly Conference on the 
Bubjeot of doctrines and discipline. (See 
{ e, p. 49, and S 18, p. 75.) 

4. To appoint Stewards, the preacher in 
charee having the right to nominate, (see 
partiii, ch.iii, 8 4,quest.2,p. 183,andqoest 
4, p. 184 ;) and to examine tiie characters 
of exhortera annually, and recommend 
them, if approved, for renewal of license, 
(See part i, ch. iv, 5 11, quest 2, answ. 13, 
p. 62-5 

6. To appoint District Stewards as pro- 
vided for in part iii, ch. iii, ! 2, ana. 2, p. 181, 
»nd a Parson^ Committee, if nei;essary. 
(See part iii, eh. iii, ! G, answ. 3,p. 189.) 

6. To appoint a Missionary Committee, 
ts provided for in part iii, ch. iv, art. 4, 
p. J91. 

7. To receive the annual reports of Trus- 
tees, as provided for in part iii, ch. ii, S 3, 
art. 6, p. 177. 

8. tacli Quarterly Conference shall have 
BUperviaon of all the Sunday schools and 
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Sunday- School Societies within its bounds. 
(See part i, cli. iv, i 11, quest. 1, answ, 19, 
p. GO ; and c!i. vi, answ. 1, p. 85.) 



CHAFTER IV. 



OflTie Election and Consecration of Bishops, 
and of iheir Duly. 

Quest. 1. How 13 a Bishop to he coneti' 
tuted? 

An.'UB. By the election of the General 
Conference, and the laying on of the hands 
of three Bishops, or at leaat of one Bishop 
and two E1<Iers. 

Que.i(. 2. If by ileath, expulsion, or other 
wise, there be no Bishop remaining in our 
Church, what shall ive do? 

Ansm. The General Conference ahall elect 
a Bishop ; and the Elders, or any three of 
thera, who shall be appointed by the (Jeno- 
ral Conference for that purpose, shall ord^n 
him according to our fomi of ordination. 

Cliiest. 3. What are the duties of a Bishop ? 

Answ. 1. To preside in our Conferences. 

2. To form the districts according Co his 
jadgment. 

3, To fix the appointments of the preach- 
ers, provided he aliall not allow any preacher 
to remain in the same station more thnn two 
years successively ; except the Presiiling 
Elders, the Corresponding Secretary of the 
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Misaonary Society, the Editors an'l Agents 
at New* York and Cincinnati ; the Editors at 
Auburn, Pittsbui^li, Chicago, St. Louis, and 
San Francisco; the supemiunerary, super- 
annuated and worn-out preachers, mission- 
aries amoD;; the Indians, Welsh, Swedes, 
Nonregians, and other mis^onaries among 
foreigners, (not including the Germans,) 
where supplies are dillicuTt lo be obtained, 
missionaries to our people of colour «nd on 
ibrei":n stations, chaplains to state prisons, 
and in the anny or navy, those preaehera 
that may be appointed lo labour for the spe- 
cial beneiit of 9eaiuen,<and for the Aracrican 
BiMe Society, also the preacher or preachers 
that nay be stationed in the city of New-Or- 
leans, and the presidents, prtndpale, or teach- 
ers, of seminaries of learning, which are ca* 
may be under our superintendence; anddso, 
when requested by an Annual Conference, 
to appoint a preacher for a longer time than 
two years to any seminary of learning not 
under our care ; proei/ied, also, that, with 
the exceptions above named, ha shall not 
continue a preacher in the same appoint- 
ment more than cwo years in six ; norintha 
same city niore than four yeajB in succession ; 
nor return him to it, ailer such term of ser- 
vice, til! he shall have been absent four years. 
fle shall have authority, when requested by 
an Annual Conference, to appoint an agent, 
Tihose duty it shall be to travel throughout 
fiie bounds of such Conference, for the pur- 
pose of establishing and aiding Sabbath 
Schools, and distributing tracts, and also to 
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appoint an agent or incuts for the benefit 
<^ our I'lteraiy institutions, and an agent for 
the Gorman pubiisliing fund. 

4. In the intervalij of the Conferences, to 
cliango, receive, and Buapend preachers, as 
noceseitj' may require, and as Inc IM^oipliiie 
directs. 

5. To trarel through the connexion at 

6. To oversee the spiritoal and temporal 
bu^ness of our Church. 

7. To ordain Bishops, Elders, and Dea- 

8. To decide all questions of law in an 
Annual Conference, subject lo an appeal to 
the General Conference; but in ail cases 
the application of law ^all be with the 
Conference. 

9. To point out a course of reading and 
study, proper to be pursued by candidates 
for the ministry for the term of four years. 

10. A Bishop may, when he judges it 
necessary, unite two or more circuits or 
Etalions ti^ther, without affecting their se- 
parate financial interests, or pastoral duties. 

Quent. i. If a Bishop cease from travelling 
at laige among tlie people, shnll be still 
exercise bis episcopal <mce among us in any 
degree? 

Ansm. If ho cease from travelling without 
the consent of the General Conference, he 
shall not thereafter eseroise the episcopal 
office in our Cburcli. 

Que^l. 5. U hat shall be done when ihcra 
is no bishop to travel at lai^e 'i 
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Ans!i}. In case there be no Bishop to travel 
throujrh the districts and exercise the episco- 
pal office, on account of death, or otherwise, 
the districts shall be rejiilitted in every re- 
spect by the Annual Conferences and the 
Presiding Elders in the interval of General 
Conference, ordination excepted. 



Of (he Presidinff Elders, and of their Duly. 

Qiiest. 1. By whom are the Presiding 
Elders to be chosen ? 

Answ. By the Bishops. 

Que.if. 2. By whom ai-e the Presiding 
Elders to be stationed and changed ? 

Answ. By the Bishops. 

Quest. 3. How long may a Bishop allow 
an Elder lo preside in the same district ? 

jlnsiB. For any term not exceeding four 
years ; aAer which he shall not be appointed 
to the same district for sis years. 

Qiies/. i. Wha!t are the duties of a Fre- 
mding Elder? 

AnsiB. 1, To travel through his appointed 
disln'cf. 

2. In tlie absence of the Bishop, to take 
lihai^e of all the Elders and Deacons, travel- 
ling and local preachers, and exhorters, in 
his district. 

3. To change, receive, and suspend 
preachers in his district during the intervals 
of the Conferences, and In the absence of the 
Bishop, as the Discipline directs. 

4. In the absence of a Bishop, to preside 
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in the Conference. (Sec part i, ch. iii, § 3, 
quest. 4, p. 35.) 

5. To be present at, as far as practicable, 
and to hold all the iiuarterly meetings; and 
to call together at each quarterly meeting, a 
Quarterly Conference, (see part i, ch. iii, 
E 4, p. 3 7,) consisting of ^1 the travelling anil 
local preachers, exhorters, stewards, and 
leaders of the circuit, :and none else, to hear 
complaints, and (o receive and try appeals, 
and to transact such other business as is pro- 
vided for in part i, ch. iii, I 4, pages 38, 39. 

6. To oversee the spiritual and temporal 
buaness of the Church in his district, (see 
page 189,) and to promote, by all proper 
means, the cause of Missions, (see page 191,) 
and Sunday Schools, (see page 8-1,) and 
the publication, at our own press, of Bibles, 
tracts, and Sunday-School Books; and 
carefully to inquire, at each Quarterly Con- 
ference, whether the rules respecting the 
jnatruetion of children (see page 85) have 
been faithfully observed; and to report to 
flie Annual Conference the names rf all 
travelling preachers within his district who 
shall neglect to observe these rules. 

7. To take care that every part of our 
Discipline be enforced in his district And 
to decide all questions of law in a Quarterly 
Conference, subject to an appeal to the 
President of the nest Annual Conference; 
but in all cases the application of law shall 
be with the Conference. 

8. To attend the Bishops when present 
in his district ; and to give them, when ab. 
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Knl, all nepessaTy information, by letter, of 
the state of his district, 

9. To direct the canilidatea who are ad- 
mitted on tn'al, to those studies whiuh have 
been reforamemled by the Biahops. 

10. To explain to those preathera wbo 
are on trial, as well as to those who are in 
future to be proposed for trial, that Ihey 
may be either admitted, or rejected witliout 
doing thpm any wrong. 

11. If any prpacher absent himself from 
his cirtnit, the Presiding Elder shall, as far 
as possible, fill his place ivilh another preach- 
er, who shall be paid for his labours out 
of the allowance of the absent preacher, in 
proportion to his nsnal allowance. 

Que«l. 5. Shall the Presiding Elder hare 
power to employ a preacher who has been 
rejected at the previous Annual Conference? 

Answ. lie shall not, unless the Conference 
should give him liberty, under certain con- 



Of fke Election and Or/Hnntian nf TVaneUinff 
Elilers, and of iheir Daly. 

Quest. 1. How is an Elder constituted? 

Answ. By the plection of a majority of 
the Annual Conference, and by the laying 
on of the hands of a 1!isliop,and some^the 
Elders that are present. 

Quml. 2. What is the duty of a Travel- 
ling Elder? 

AnsiD. 1. To administer baptism and the 
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Lord's supper, and to perform tlie office of 
matriinoii)', and all pans of diiine woreliip. 

2. To do all tlie duties of a travelling 
preacber. 

Ko Elder that ceases to travel, wUhoat 
tlie consent of the Annual Conference, ferti- 
tied under tlie liand of the President of the 
Conference, except in case of ^ckness, de- 



lity, » 
tail on 



%m account, exercise the peculiar 
fiinclJans ol his olBoe, or evan be allowed to 
preach among us ; nevertheless, the final 
aetemiina^on in all sueh cases is with the 
Annual Conference. 

QiteU. 3, What shall be the time of pro- 
bation of a Travelling Deacon for the olfice 
of an Elder ? 

Anmo. livery Travelling Deacon shall 
oxertise tliat olfiee for two years, before he 
be eli^ble to the office of Elder ; except in 
the case of missions, when the Annual Con- 
ferences shall have authority to elect for the 
Eider's office sooner, if (hey judge it expe- 

When a preacher shall have passed bis 
■}n, and been admitted into full 
, and elected to Deacon's olfiee, 
but fails of his ordination through the ab- 
sence of the Bishop, his eligibility to tlio 
office of Elder shall run from the time of his 
election to the office of a Deacon, 
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SECTION IV, 

Of tlie Election and Ordination of Travelling 

Deacons, and of their Duty. 

Quest. 1. How ig a Travelling Deacon 
constituted ? 

Arisie. By the election of a majority of 
the Annual Conference, and the laying on 
of the hands of a Bishop. 

Quest. 2. What is (he duty of a Travelling 
Deacon? 

Amw. 1. To baptize and perform the 
office of matrimony, in the absence of the 
Elder. 

2. To assist the EMer in administering 
the Lord's supper. 

3. To do all the duties of a IraTclliag 
preacher. 

N. B. Whenever a preacher on trial is 
selected by the Bishop for a niission, he 
may, if elected by an Annual Conference, 
ordain hun a Deacon before his probation 

No Deacon who ceases !o travel without 
tho consent of the Annual Conference, certi- 
fie/l under the hand of the President of the 
Conference, except in case of sickness, de- 
bility, or other unavoidable citeumstances, 
shall on any account, exercise tho peculiar 
fiinetions of hia office, or even be allowed 
to preach among us : nevertheless, the final 
ileterniination in all such cases is with the 
Annual Conference. 
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SECTION y. 
Of tie Reception of Preachers from tht 

Weslemn Connexion, and from olher 

De«ommalions. 

Qucfl. I. In wliat manner aliall we re- 
ouive those ministers who may come tii ui 
from the Wesleyan connes-ion in Europe 
or Canada? 

Ansm. If they come to us properly ac- 
CTcJited from either the British, Irish, or 
Canada Conference, they may be received 
accordinn; to such credentials, provided thej 
dve satisfaction to an Annual Conference of 
flieir wilhngness to conform to our Church 
government and usages. 

Quest. 2. How shall we receive those 
ministers who may offer to unitu with us 
from other Christian Cliurches? 
^ Angw. Those ministers of other evange- 
lical Churches, who may desire to unite 
witli our Church, whether as local or itiuei^ 
ant, may be received according to our 
nsnges, on condition of their taking upon 
them our ordination vows, without the re- 
imposition of hands, pving satisfietjon to aa 
Annual Conference M their beinjm ordi.ra, 
ajid of their agreement with us m doctrine, 
discipline, aovernment, and usages : pro- 
videA the Conference is also satisfied with 
their gifts, juvace, and usefulness. When- 
ever any such minister is received, he shall 
be furnished with a certificate, signed by 
one of our Bishops, in the following words, 
namely: — 
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This is to certify, that has been 

admitted into Conference as a Iravel- 

ling preacher, [or has been admitted as » 
local preacher on circuit,] be having 

been ordained to the office of Deacon, [or 
an ElfJer, as the case may be,] accordin" lo 
the usages of the Cliui-ch, of which 

lie has been a member and minister; and ho 
h hereby authorized to exercise the func^ona 
pcrtainins to his ofHce in the Mediodist 
Episcopal Church, so long as his life anil 
conversation are such as become Ihe gospel 
of Christ. , 

Given under my hand and seal, at , this 
day of , in the year of our Lord . 

Quexl. 3. How shall we receive preachers 
of other denominations who are not ia 
orders? 

AnsiB. They may be received as licen- 
tiates, provided they give satisfaction to a 
Quarterly ' or an Annual Conference that 
they are suitable persons to exercise the 
office, and of their agreement with the doc- 
trines, discipline, government, and usages of 
oar Church. 

SECTIOS n. 

Of the Examination of those who think Iheji 
are moved by the Holy Ghosl to preach. 

Quest. How shall we try those who profeca 
to lie moved by the Holy Ghost to preach ? 

Jnaxa. 1. Let the following r|ueslions be 
ashed, namely : — Do they know God as a par- 
doning God I Have they the love of God 
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aKdi ng in fhem ? Do they desire nothing 
but G^ ? And are they holy in aU manner 
of conversation V 

2. Have they ^fts (as well as grace) foi 
the work ? Have they (in some tolerahle 
degree) a clear, sound understanding, a, rjghl 
judgment in the things of God, a just con- 
^epljou of salvation by iajth? And liasGoit 
aiven them any degree of utterance ? T)a 
they speak jastly, readily, clearly ? 

3. Have they fruit ? Are any truly con- 
vinced of sin, and converted to God by th«r 
preaching ? 

As long as these three miu'ks concur in 
any one, we believe he is called of God to 
preach. These we receive as sufficient proof 
that he is moved by the Holy Ghost. 

sECTios vn. 



Qaesl. How is a preacher to be received 
on trial? 

Answ. 1. By the Annual Conference, 

2. In the interval of the Conference, lij 
a Bishop, or the Presiding Elder of the di» 
trict, nntil the sitting of the Conference. 

But no one shall bo received unless lie 
first procure a recommendation from the 
Quarterly Confei-ence of his circuit or sta- 
tion. Wo may then, if he give us satisfac- 
tion, receive him on trial. And betbre any 
such candidate is received into full eonnei- 
ion, or ord^ncil Deacon oi' Blder, be shall 
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f've satisfactory eyidence respecting hia 
nowledge of those particular subjects which 
have been recommended to his considera- 

When a preacher's name is not printed in 
the Minutes, he must receive a written 
license from a Bishop, or Presiding Eider. 

Ohserre ' taking on trial is entirely dif- 
ferent from admitting a preacher into fiiU 
connexion. One on trial may be either 
adnutted, or rejected without doing him 
any wrong: — otiierwiae it would ho no trial 
at all. 

At each Annua! Conference, those who 
are received on trial; or are admitted into 
full connexion, shall be asked whotlier they 
are willing to devote themselves to the nais- 
sionary work ; and a list of the names of all 
those who are willing to do so shall be taken 
and reported to the Corresponding Secre- 
tary of the MisMonarj- Society ; ana all such 
shtdl he considered as ready and willing to be 
emploj-ed as missionaries whenever called 
for by cither of the Bishops. 

SECTION "vm. 



Quest. What method do we use in 
^dving a preacher at the Conference i 



Answ. After solemn fa.=tinii and prayer, 
everj- person proposed shall then he asked, 
before the Conference, the following qncs- 
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tiona, (witli any others which may be tliought 
necessary,) namely :— Have you faith in 
Christ ? Are you going on to perfection ? 
Do you expect to be iMde perfect In love 
in this life? Are you groaning atUr it? 
Are you resolved 1o devote yourself wholly 
to God and his work? Do you know tlia 
rules of society ? — of the bands ? Do voa 
keep them? Do you tonstantly attend the 
sacrament? Hiive you read the form of 
Discipline ? Are you willing to conform to 
it ? Have you couwdered the rules of a 
preacher, (sec I 9,) especially the first, tenth, 
and twelfth ? Will you keep them for con- 
science' sake? Are you determined to 
employ all yonr time in the work of God ? 
Will you endeavour not to spealc too long 
or too loud ? Will you diligently instruct 
the children in every pUce ? Will you visit 
from house to house ? Will rou recommend 
fasting, or abstinencej both t>v precept and 
example ? Are you in debt ? 

Then if he give us satisfaction, after he 
haa been employed two successive years in 
the regular itmerant work on circuits or in 
stations, which is to commence from hi( 
being received on trial at the Annual Con- 
ference, and being approved by the Annual 
Conference, and examined by the President 
(rfthe Conference, he may be received into 
full connexion. 

N. B. A Missionary employed on a 
Foreign Mission may be admitted into full 
i'ormexion, if recommended by the Suporin- 
t^indent ot the Mission where he labours, 
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3. Converse amringiy, and cflnJuct your- 
self pniilently with women. 1 Hm. v, 2. 

4. Take no step toward marriage without 
first consulting with your brethren. 

fi. BelieTC evil of no one without good 
eTJdonce ; unless yon see it done, take heed 
tow you credit it. Put the best construc- 
tion on oveiything. You know the judge is 
always supposed to be on the prisoner's 

6. Speak evil of no one; because your 
word, especially, would Biit as doth a canker, 
Keep your thoughts within your own breast, 
till you come to the person concerned 

7. Tell every one under your care what 
you think wronn in his conduct and temper, 
and that lovingly and jilainly as soon as may 
be ; else it wiU featiT ui your heart. Tklake 
all haste to cast the fire out of your bosom. 
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8. Avoid iill affectation. A preacher of 
tlie gospel is the aprvant of all. 

9. Be ashamed of nothing but sin. 

10. Be punctual. Do evciything exactly 
at the time. And do not mend our rulea, 
but keep them ; not for itrath but eon- 

11. Tou have nothing to do but to aavfl 
souls; therefore spend and be spent in this 
work ; and go alwa3'a not only to lliose that 
want 3*ou, hut to those that want you most 

Owierve ! it is not your business only to 
proaeh so many times, and to take care of 
this or that society ; bnt to save as many aa 
you can ; to bring as many sinners as you 
can to repentance, and with all your power 
to build them up in that holiness without 
which they cannot see the Lord. And re- 
member !— a MethodLit Preacher is to mind 
int, great and small, in tlie Metlio- 
sciplina ! Therefore you iviU need 
TO exercise all the sense and grace you have. 

12. Act in allthingsnotaecordingtoyour 
own will, but as a son in the gospel. As 
such, it b your duty to employ your time in 
the manner in which we direet : in preach- 
ing, and Tidtin^ from house to hotiee ; in 
TMding, meditation, and prayer. Above all 
if yon labour with ub in the Lord's vineyard, 
it IS needful you should do that part of the 
work which we tidvise, at those times and 
places which we judge most for his glory, 

Quest. 2. Are there any smaller advices 
which mi"ht be of use to us ? 
..^nsu. rerhaps these: 1. Ee sure never 
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ckiv.no. DUTY- 

to diaappoint a congregalion. 2. Bepln at 
the tiacappoinled. 3. Let your whole de- 
portment be serioos, weiglitj-, and solemn, 
4. Always suit your suhjeot to your audi- 
ence. 5. Choose the plainest texts you can. 
6. Take care not fo ramble, but keep to 

Cour tcxl, and make out what you take Id 
ind. 7. Take care of anything awkward 
or affected, either in yonr gesture, phrase, 
cr pronunciation. 8. Do not usually pray, 
txiempnre, ahoye eight or ten minutes (at 
moat; without intormiasion. 9. Frequently 
read Mid enlarge upon a portion of Scrip- 
ture; and let young preachers otien exhort 
without taking a text !0. Alway? av^l 
yourself of the great festivals, by preaching 
on the occasion. 



QuesUl. Whatisthe duty of apreacher? 
Anxw. 1. To preach. 

2. To meet the societ lass anl ge- 
neral bands. 

3. To visit the siek. 

4. To preach in the mom ng where h 
tan get hearers. We recommend mom n 
preaching at five o'clock m the su nmer and 
six in the muter, wherever it >t pra Qcable 

Quest. 2. How sliall a preacher be qoat 
fied for his charge ? 

Answ. By walking clo^elj w th Goil ai d 
having bis work greatly at heart an 1 by 

L 



5e DDTY OP PKEACHBBS. Part I, 

understanding and loving discipline, ours In 
particular. 

Quest. 3. Do we sufficiently wateli over 
each other? 

Anfiv. We do not. Should we not fre- 
([uenth'ssk each other, Do you walk cIobeIv 
with God ? Hare you now fellowship witi 
the Father and the Son ? At what hoitf 
do you rise ? Do you punctnaUy observe 
the morning and evening hours of retire- 



B seriously, usefully, and closely ? 
To be more particular : Do you use all the 
means of grace yourself, and enforce the 
nae of them on all other persons ? They 
are either instituted or prndential. 
I The instituteJ are, 

1. Prayer: private, family, and public; 
lonastJng of deprecation, petition. Interces- 
sion, and thaoks^vlng. Do you use each 
of these ? Do you forecast daily, wherever 

Su are, to secure time ibrprh'ate devotion ? 
) you practise jt everywhere? Do you 
iisk everywhere. Have you family prayer ? 
]>o yoti ast individuals, Do you use private 
>raver every morning and evening m pai* 
feular? 

2. Searching the Scriptures, by 

(1) Eeadingr constantly, some part of 
every day; legulariy, all the Bible in or- 
der; carefully, with notes; seriously, with 

5 raver before and after; fruitfully, Imme- 
iately practising what vou learn there 1 

(2) Meditating: At ^t times?'By rule? 
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(3) Hearing: Every opportunity? With 
prayer before, at, after ? Have you a Bible 
always about you ? 

3. The Lord's supper : Do you use tbis 
at eveiT opportunity* With solemn prayer 
before ? With earnest and deliberate self- 

i. Fasting : Do you nse as mueh absti- 
Donte and fasting every week, as your 
health, strength, and labour will permit ? 

5. Christian eonference : Are you con- 
■vinecd how important and how difficult it is 
to order your conversation aright? Is it 
always in grace? Seasoned with salt? 
Meet to minister grace to tjie hearers ? Do 
you not converse loo long at a time ? Is not 
an hour commonly enough ? Would it not 
be well always to have a determined end in 
view ? And to pray before and afier it 1 

II. Prudential me^ns we may use either 
as Christiana, as Methodists, or as preacliera. 

1 . As Christians ; What particular rulea 
have you in order lo grow in grace ? What 
arts of holy livinn ? 

2. As Methodists: Do you never miss 
vour class or band ? 

3. As Preachers: Have you fhoron"hly 
oonsidcred your duty ? And do you make a 
(onscicnee of executing every part of it? 
Do you meet every society? Also, the 
leaders and bands ? 

These means may be used without fruit 
But there are some means which cannot ; 
enying ourselves, t 
ie of tlie presence ol 
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]. Do you Eteadily wafch i^inst the 
world? Yourself? Your V'"' '- '' 



;. Do you deny yourself every useless 
pleasure of sense? Imf^inatioD? Honour? 
Are you temperate in afi things ? Instance 
in food : (1) Do you use ouly that kind and 
that Jegree which is best both for body and 
soul ? Do you see the necessity of tbla 'i 
(2) Do you eat no more at each meal thai) 
is necessary ? Are you not heavy or drowsy 
after dinner? (3) Do you use only that 
kind, and tliat degree of drink, which is 
best both for your body and soul ? (4) Do 
you choose and use water for your common 
drink? And only take wine medicinally 
orsacramentally? 

S. Wherein do you take np your cross 
daily ? Do you cheerfully bear your cross, 
however "rievous to nature, as a gift of 
God, and labour to profit thereby ? 

4. Do you endeavour to set God always 
before you? To see his eye continually 
fixed upon you ? Never can you use these 
means but a blessing will ensue. And the 
more you use theLn,the more you will grow 

SECTION XI. 

Of the JDutics o/^ those viho ham the Charge 

of Cfirctdts or Stations. 

Quest. 1. What are the duties cf the 

£h)er. Deacon, or preacher, who has the 

spocbl charge of a circuit? 

Ansic. 1. To see that the other preachers 
in his circuit behave well, and waut nothing. 
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2. To renew tlie tickets for the admission 
of members into love-feast quarterly, and 
regulate the bands. 

3. To meet the Stewards and Leaders as 
often as possible. 

4. To appoint all the Leaders, to change 
tliem when he sees it necessary, and to ex- 
amine each of them, with all posaible exact- 
nets, at least once a quarter, concerning his 
method of meeting a class. (See part i, 
ch. V, 5 a, pa^ 79.) 

5. To receive, try, and expel members, 
according to the form of Discipline. 

e. To hold walch-nights and love-feasts. 

7. To hold quar(«rly meetings in the ab- 
sence of the Presiding Elder. 

8. To taie care that every society be 
duly supplied with books. 

9. To take an exact account of the mem- 
bers in society, and of the probationers, in 
their respective circuits and stations, keep- 
ing the names of all local Elders, Deacons, 
and preachers, properly distinguished, and 
deliver in such account to the Annual Con- 
ference, that their number may be printed 
in the Minutes. 

10. To give an account of his circuit 
every Quarter to his Presiding Elder. 

11. To meet the men and ivomen ap.irt, 
h the lai^e societies, once a quarter, where- 
cvei it is practicable. 

12. To examine the accounts rf aU the 



13. To Appoint a person to receive the 
quarterly collection in the classes. 
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14. Tosee that pu^ific collections be made 
quarterly, if need be. 

15. To encoura^ the support of misdons 
(see part iii, cli. iv) and Siimliiy schoolj. 
and the publication and distnbution cf 
Billies, tracts, (see part iii, ch. vi,) and Sun- 
day-sthool books, by forming societies and 
making; collections tor these objects in such 
way and manner as the Annum Conference 
to -which he belongs, shall irom time to tima 

16. To pabiiuly catechise the children in 
the Sunday school and at special meetings 
appointed far that purpose It sh^ll ilao be 
tbe duty of each preacher in connexion 
witli reporting the Sunday-school statiiitics 
at each Quarterly Conference, to state fo 
what extent he has publicly or pmately 
catechised the children of hia cbar^ 

17. To form Bible classes for the larger 
children and j'outli, and to attend to all the 
duties prescribed for the training of children 
in part i, ch. -vi, page 85. 

18. If the Annual Conference to which 
he belong should not give any directions 
on the subject, to take up a collection in the 
course of the year, or raise a subscription, 
a£ he may judge expedient, the proceeds of 
nliich shall be at his disposal in the pur- 
chase and distribution of tracts. 

19. To lav before the Quarterly Confer- 
ence, at eacl) quarterly meeting, as far as 
practicable, to be entered on its journal, a 
■written statement of the number and state 
of tbe Sunday schools in the larcuit or Bta- 
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tion, and to report tlie eame to his Annual 
Contercnce acccinlinp; to tho form published 
by the Sunday- School Union of the Mctlio- 
dist Episcopal Church, tether with the 
amount raised tor the support of missions, 
and tor the puhlication of Bibles and tiacts. 

20. To fake an annual colleciion in each 
af his appointments in behalf of the Sun- 
day-School Union. 

21. To riuse a yearly subscription in those 
circuits that can bear it, for building 
churches, and paying the debts of those 
which have been alrewJy erected. 

23. To choose a committee of lay mem- 
burs to m^ea just application of the money 
where it is most wanted. 

Quest. 2. What other directions shall we 

Aiism. Several. 

1. To lake a regular catalogue of the 
societies in towns and cities, aa they live in 
the streets. 

2. To leave Iiis successor a particular ac- 
count of the circuit, including an account 
of the subscribers for our periodicals. 

3. To see that every oand-leader hare 
the rules of the bands. 

4. To enforce vigorously, but calmly, all 
the rales of the society. 

5. As soon as there are four men or wo- 
men believers in any pla^^e, to put them into 

G. To sufict- no love-feast to last above an 
hour and a half. 

I To ivam all from time to time, that 
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anotlier, without a note of recommenilation 
from the preacher of the circuit in thest 
words : — " A. B., the bearer, hat been an ao 
eeptabte member of the MelKodist Episcopal 
Church." And to Inform them that, without 
such a certificate, (hey will not be received 
iBto die Church in other places. 

8. To recommend evciywhere decency 
and cleanliness. 

9. To read the rules of the society, with the 
aid of the other preachers, once a year in 
every congregation, and once a quarter in 
every society. 

10. The preacher who has the chat^e of a 
circuit shall appoint prayer meetings where- 
over he can in his circuit. 

11. Wherever it is practicable, lie ehall so 
arrange the appointments as to give the local 
preachers recnlar and systematic employ- 
ment on the Sabbath. 

12. He shall Uke care that a fast be held 
in every society in his circuit, on the Friday 
preceding every quarterly meeting: and 
that a memorandum of it be written on al! 
tlie class papers. 

13. To license such persons as ho may 
judge proper to officiate as extorters 'n the 
Church, provided no person shall be w li- 
censed without the consent of the leaders' 
meeting, or of the class of which he is a 
member, where no leadeis" meeting is held ; 
and the exhorters so authorized shall be jub- 
ject to the annual examination of character 
m lie Quarterly Conference, and have their 
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license atiDuallj- renewocl bj the Presldiiw 
Elder, or the preather having the charge, il 
approved by tlie Quarterly Conference. 

N. B, ThB preBchets who have the over- 
sight of circuits are required to execute all 
our ruiee fully and strenuously against all 
J'rauds, and particularly against dishonest tn- 
Bolvenciea; suffering none to remain in our 
Church on any account mho are found guilty 
of any fraud. 

^f For the mode of procedure in case 
of insolvency of members, and in settling 
disputes, &c., as to the payment of debts or 
othenvisc, see paH i, chapter ix, section 4, 
quest. 2, 3, p^^es I0(h-1D2. 

Quest. S. Wliat can be done to supply the 
circuits during the sittings of tbc Confcren- 

An.iw. ] . Let all the appointments stand 
according to the plan of the circuit. 

3. Engage as many local preachers and 
exbortera as iviU supply them ; and let them 
be paid for their lime in proportion to the 
allowance of the travelling proaehers. 

3. If preachers and exhorters cannot at- 
iftud, let Eooie person of aHlity he appointed 
in every society, to sing, pray, and road one 
fif Mr. Wesley's sermoi:s. 

4. But if that cannot be done, let there i>s 
prajoi- meutings. 
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SECTION XU. 
Of iha Mailer and Manner of Preaching. 

Quest. I. What is the lieat general me- 
thod of preaching ? 

AnsiB. 1. To convince: 2. To oiFer 
Christ: 3, To invite: 4, To buiid up: And 
to do this in some measure in every sermon. 

Quest 2. What ia the most effectual way 
of preachinn Christ ? 

Answ. The most effectual way of preach- 
ing Christ is, to preach him in all his offices ; 
and to declare his lavr, as well as his gospel, 
hoth to believers and unbelievers. Let us 
strongly and closely insist upon inward and 
outward holiness in all its branches. 

SECTIOX XIU. 

Rules by which lua should confmtie, or desist 

from. Preaching at any Place. 

Quest. 1. Is it advisable for us to preach 
in as man;' places as we can, without form- 
ing any societies 1 

Answ. By no means. We have made tha 
trial in various plaices; and that for a ecn- 
siderable time. But all the seed has fallen 
by the way-side. There b scarce any fruit 



1. Where should we endeavoar to 
preach most ? 

Ansvr. 1. Wiora there is the greatest 
number of c[uiet and willing hearers. 
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2. Where there is most fruil:. 

Qae.^1. 3. Ou";ht we not diligentlj to ob- 
!prve in what platea God ia pleased at any 
■iine to pour out his Spirit more abundant- 

Aiisa:. TVe ouj;ht : and at that lime (o 
;pnd iiiore labourers tlian usual into that 
[lart ol'the harvest. 



SECTIOX SIV. 

Of Veiling from Iltnute to Hnuge, Gmrding 

against tJiose lliims thai are so common to 

Professors, and hnforcinrj Practical Kdir 

gion. 

Qiiesi. 1. How can we further asast those 

An-fw. By instructing them at their own 
hon?es. What unspeakable need is there of 
tliis ! The world sajs, " The MelhoiHsIs are 
no belter f/ian o'lier people." This is not 
true in the genei'al: but, 1. Personal reli- 
gion, either townnl God orman, istooEu;:er■ 
fi('ia! aiuon^ us. Wc can but just touch on 
a few particulars. How littlo faith is there 
aniona us I How little communion witli 
God, how little living in heaven, walkii^ in 
etorriity, deadness to every creature I How 
much lore of tlie world 1 Desire of plea- 
sure, of ease, of getting money! HowKttJo 
brotVrly love! Wliat contjni.al judging 
one anotlier ! What posslpping, evil-speak- 
ing, tale-bearing I What want of moral 
honesty! To instance only one particular; 
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■wlio does as he would be done by in buying 
and selliog ? 

B. Familj- religion is wautin^ in many 
lirantlies. And what avails puWic preach- 
ing alone, though we could preach like 
angels ? We must — yea, every travelling 

Ereacher must — instruct the people from 
ouse to house. Till this be done, and that 
in good earnest, Methodists will be no beB' 

Oar relinion is not sofficiently deep, uui- 
Tersal, uniform; but superficial, partial, un- 
even. It will he so till we spend half as 
mach time in this vifdting, as vre now do in 
talking -uselesaly. Can we find a better 
method of doing this than Mr. Baxter's ? II 
not, let us adopt it without delay. His whole 
tract, entitled Gildas Salvlanus, is well worth 
a careful perusal. Speaking of this visiting 
from house to house, he says, (p. 3ftl ,^ " We 
phall find many hinderanccs, both in our- 
selves and the people." 

1. In ourselves there is much dulnoss'and 
iaziness, so that there will he much ado to 
get us to be feithfu! in ilie work. 

2. We have a base, man-pleasing temper, 
so tl'.at we let them perish rather than lose 
their love; we let them go quietly to hell, 
lest we should oiFcnd them. 

3. Some of us have a foolish bashfulncm. 
We know not how to begin, and blufh to 
contradict the deviL 

i. But the greater hindcranco is weakness 
<tf faith. Our whole motion is weak, because 
the spring d'it is weak. 
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5. Lastly, we are unskilful in tlic work. 
How few know hoiv to deal with men, so as 
to get within them, anil suit all our discourse 
to tbeir several conditions and tempers : to 
choose the fittest suhjocts, and follow them 
with a holy mixture of seriousneas, terror, 
love, and meekoess! 

But undoubtedly this private application 
ia impUed in those solemn words of tho 
apostle: "I charge thee hefore God and tho 
Lord Jesms Christ, who shall judge the <juiek 
and the dead at his appearing, preach the 
word : be instant in season, out of season: 
reprove, rehuke, exhort, with all long-buffer- 
ing." 

O, brethren, if we could but set this work 
on foot in all our societies, and prosecute it 
zealously, what glory would redound to 
God! If tho common lukewarmness were 



of God, surely God would dwell in our hala- 
tations, and mako as hisdehght. 

And this is absolutely necessary to the 
weliai c of our people, some of whom neither 
repent nor believe to tliis day. Look round, 
and see how many of them are still in appa- 
rent danger of damnation. And how can 
you walk and talk, and be merry with such 
people, when you know tlieir case ? IVhen 
you look them in the face, you should break 
forth into fears, as tho prophet did when ho 
looked upon Hazael, and then set on fhcm 
with tlie mtet vehement exhortations, O, 
ihr God's sake, and the sal;s of poor eouls, 
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bestir youi'selves, and spare no pwna tliat 
may '■onduce to their salvation! 

What, cause' have n*e to bleed heftmi tlie 
LonI that we have so long negleeicd this 
gowi TToric I If we liad but engaged in It 
sooner, liow many more might nave been 
bronghttoChtTSt f Andhowmuchholierand 
hapjiier mi"ht our societies have been befonj 
now I And why might we not have done it 
eooner? There were many hinderances; 
and so there always will be. But the great- 
est hinderanee is in ourselves — in our little- 
ness of iaith and love. 

But it is objected, I. " This will take np 
so much time, we shall not have leisure to 
follow oar studies." We answer, 1. Gmning 
knowledge is a cood thinif, but saving soofi 
is a better. 2. By this very thing you will 
pain the most excellent knowledge — that of 
Goil and eternity. S. You will have time 
for gaining other knowledge too. Only 
sleep no more than yoia need ; " and never 
bi'.idle,ortriflin"lj-employcd." But,4.If yon 
can do but one, let your studies alone. We 
ought to throw l)y all the libraries in the 
world, rather than bo guilty of the losa of 

It is obiected, 11 " The people will not 
Bubmit to it." If some will not, otheis wilL 
And the succesi with them will repay all 
yonr labour. O let us herein follow the ex- 
ample of St. Paul I 1. Tor our general 
business, Serving the Lord icUk all liumilily 
of mind: 2. Our special work, Tal-e heed tit 
yourselves, and to all llie Jiock: 3, Our doc- 
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trine, Repentance loiBord God, an,'! fai/h tO' 
wanl our Lord Jesus Christ: 4. Tlic piaee, 
I have tavgJit ymi puMiclr/, and from liouse 
to kouie: 5. Tlie object and manner of 
teachiun;, I ceased not to mirn erery one, 
night and daT/, icilh tears: G. Hisinnoijeico 
and self-denial herein, / have coveted no 
tnan'n aUi'er or gold: 1. IBs patience, Nei' 
iher count I my life dear vitto myself. And 
among all oCber motives, let these be ever 
before our eyes: 1. The Church nf God, 
which he hath purchased with his oivn blood: 
2. Grieaoua vxlix* shall enter in; yea, of 
yourselves shall men arise, spealing perverse 

Write this upon your hearts, and it will 
do yovi more ppoil than twenty yeara' study. 
Then you will have no lame to 'pare ; you 
wilt have work enough. Then likewise no 
preaeher will alay with us wlio is as salt 
that has lost its savour. For to siieh tliia 
employment would be mere drudgery. And 
in order to it, you will have need of all the 
knowledge you tan procure, and grace you 

The sum ig, Go into every borne in course, 
nnti teach every one therein, young and old, 
to be Christians inwardly and oui:wardly ; 
make every particular plain to their under- 
Etandinirs; fjx it in their minds; write it 
on their hearts. In order to tbig there 
must be line upon line, precept upon pre- 
cept What patience, what lovi>, what 
knowledge, is requisite for this ! We must 
needs do thb, were it only to avoid idleness. 
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Do we not loiter away many hours in every 
week? Each try bimself: no itUenoss la 
eomiatent with a growth in grace. Nay, 
without exaelness in redeemiug time, you 
cannot retain the grace jou receive in jus- 
IJfiL'alion. 

Quest. 2. Why are we not more hnlv ? 
Why do we not live in eternity? AValk 
with God aS. the day lonE! ? Why are we 
not all devoted to God? Breathing the 
whole spirit of miii^onarics? 

Ans'n, Chiefly because we are enlhua- 
aats; loolring for the end without using the 
means. To touch only upon two or three 
instances: — ^IVlioof us rises at four, or even 
at five, when we do not preaeh? Do we 
know the obligation and benefit of fiisting 
or abstinence? How often do we practise 
it? The neglect of this alone is siillicient 
to account for our Icebloness and faintucsa 
of gpiriL We are conlinuaily grieving the 
Holy Spirit of God by the habitual. neglect 
of a plain duly. Let us amend fi-om this 
hour. 

Quefl. 3. How sliall wo <;uard against 
Sabbath-breaking, evil-spcaknig, unprofit- 
able conversation, lightness, expen^ivencss 
or ffiyety of appaifil, and contraetiiig debts 
without due c-nre to diseharge them ? 

Arisifi. I. Let us prei«,-h espresslyon each 
of these heads. 2. Read in every society 
tlie sermon on evil-speaking. 3. Let the 
leaders closely examine and exhort every 
person to put away the accursed tiling. 
4. Let the preachers wai'n every society that 
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none who is guiltj hciem Cdn remain will 
u^ 5 Extirpate lujm^ or Bellms goods 
nlich have nol p'lid the duty laid upon 
them bj government out oi our Church 
Ltit none remain with ua who witl not to- 
tally ab>itain trom this eiil in eiety kind 
anl degree Extirpate bnberj recemn^ 
anj-thing, directly or indirectly, for voting 
at any election. Show no respei-t to per- 
sons herein, but expel all that touch the ac- 
cursed thing. And stronnly advise our peo- 
ple to discountenance all treats given by 
candidates before or at elections, and not to 
be partakerf!, in any respect, of such in- 
ifiuitons practices. 

SECTION XV. 
Of Employing i/ur Tirne peofiiahlji, uihen foe 

are noi traceilhig, or engaged in I'ublic 

Exercises. 

Quest. 1. What general method of em- 
ploying our time shaJL we advise ? 

Amtn. We advise jou, 1. As often as pos- 
sible to rise at four. 2. From four to live 
ill the morning, and from five to six in tha 
evening, to meditate, pray, and read the 
Scriptures with notes, and the closely prac- 
tical jiarla of what Mr. Wesley has published. 
3. From six in the niomin" till twelve, 'al- 
lowing an hour for breakfest,) read, with 
mut'h prayer, some of our best religious 
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Ansu}. Because we are idle. We forget 
our first rule, " Be dilijienl:. Never be un- 
employed. Never be triflinglj- cmplojei 
Hcither spend any more time at any place 
than is strictly necessary." We fear there 
is aJloffether a feult in this malter, and that 
few of us are clear. Which of us spend as 
many hours a day in Goil's work as we did 
fonncrlv in man's work ? We tallr, — talk 
or read what comes next (o hand. Wo 
must, absolutely mnst, cure this evil, or be- 
tray thecauseof God. Bnthow? l.Eead 
the most useful books, and that regularly 
and constantly'. 2. Steadily spend all the 
morning in this employment, or ar least five 
hours in the four and twenty. " But I have 
no taste for reading." Contract a taste for 
it by use, or return to your former employ- 
ment. " But I have no books." Be diligent 
to spre.id the hooks, and you will have the 
use of them. 

SECTION XVI. 
Of lie NecessUy of Union among ourselves. 
Let us be deeply sensible (from what we 
haTe known) of the evil of a division in 
principle, spirit, or practice, and the dread- 
Jiil consequences to ourselves and others. 
If we are united, what can stand before ua ? 
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If we divide, we sliall destroy ourselves, lie 
ivork of GoJ, and the bouU of oui- people. 

Quest. What can be done in order to a 
closer union witli eauli other? 

Ansic, 1. Let us be deeply convinced of 
tbe absolute necessity of it 

2. Pray earnestly for, and speak freely to, 
each 01 her, 

S. When we meet, let us never part with- 
out prayer. 

4. Take great care not to despise each 
ottier's gifts. 

5. Never speak lightly of each other. 

S. Let us defend each other's character 
in everything so far as is consistent with 
truih. 

7. Labour in honour each to prefer the 
other before himself. 

8. We recommend a serious perusal of 
The CauK^, Evils, and Cures of Heart and 
Church Dwisions. 

SECTION xvn. 

0/ Supeiimmarari/ and Siiperannualed or 
Wom-ovi Preachers. 

A supernumerary preacher is one so worn 
out in the itinerant service as to be rendered 
incapable of preaching constantly ; but at 
the same time is willing to do any work in 
the ministry which the Conference may 
direct, and his strength enable him to 
perform. 

A supernumerary preacher, who refuses 
to attend to the work assigned him, unless 
in case of sickness, or other unavoidable 



HO.-,- -„ Google 



74 LOCAL PREACHEBS. Parti, 

cause or causes, shall not be allowed to ex- 
ercise the functions of liia office, nor even to 
Sreacii among «s; neaerthelesn, the final 
Btermination of the ease shall be ivith (he 
Annual Conference of which he is a member, 
who shall have power to acquit, suaiwnd, 
locate, or expel him, as the case may be. 

Every superannuated preacher, who may 
reside without the hounds of the Conference 
of which he is a member, shall annually 
forward to his Conference a certificate of hia 
Christian and ministerial conduct, together 
with an account of the number and circum- 
stancfla of his family, agned by the Prea- 
ding Elder of the district, or the preacher 
in charge of the circuit or station within 
whose bounds he may reidde ; withoutwhich 
the Conference shall not be required to 
allow his claim. 

SECTION xviir. 
Local Preachers. 

Quest. "What directions shall be given 
concerning local preachers 'I 

Answ. I. The Quarterly Conference shall 
have authority to license proper persona ta 
preach, and renew their Kccnse annually, 
when, in the judgment of said Conference, 
their gifts, grace, and usefulness, will war- 
rant such renewal ; to recommend suitable 
candidates lo the Annual Conference for 
Deacons' or Elders' orders in the local con- 
nexion, for admission on trial in the travel- 
ling connexion, and to try. suspend, expel, 
or acquit, any loi;al preacher in the circuit 
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or station agtunst ■wliom charges may be 
bioiiglit. Provided, tliat no person shall bo 
lieenspil to preach without the recommenda- 
tion of tlie society of which he is a member, 
or of a Leaders' mtMjting. Nor shall any 
one be licensed to preach, or recommended 
to the Annual Conference to travel, or for 
ordination, without first being examined in 
the Quarterly Conference on the subject of 
doctrines and discipline. (See part i, cfa. iii, 
M, page S9.) 

2. A licensed local preacher shall be 
eliirinle to the office of a Deacon, after he 
bas preached four Tears from the time he 
received a regular license, and has obtained 
a iesticnonial from the Quarterly Confer- 
ence, afier proper examination, signed by 
the Freadent, and countersigned by the Sec- 
retary ; and al^r his character baa passed in 
I before, and he has obtained 



the approbation of, the Annual Conference. 
3. A local Deacon shall be eligible to the 
office of an Elder, after he has preached 
four years frjm the time he was ordained 
a Deacon, and has obtained a recommendar 
tion from the Quarterly Conference of which 
he ia a member, certifying his qualifica- 
tions in doctrine, discipline, talents, and 
usefulness, signed by the Prewdent, and 
countorsignea by tlie Secretary. He shall, 
if ho cannot attend, send to the Annual 
Confereni'C such recommendation, and a 
note certifyinghis belief in fhe doctrine :ind 
Disiipline of our Church. The whole bein» 
examined by the Annual Conference, and 
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if approved ho may be ordaititd: prodded, 
never! Lei csj, no slaveholder shall be eli"-ible 
to the office of an Elder or Deacon, where 
the laws will admit of emancipation, and 
permit the liberated slave to enjoy freedom. 
4. Every local Ehler, Deacou, or preach- 
er, shail be amenable to the Quarferlv 
Conference wbere he resides, for hia 
Christian character and the taithful per- 
formance of hb ministerial office. He shail 
have his name recorded on tlie journal of 
said Conference, and also enrolled on a 
class paper, and shall meet in class; and in 
negleut of the above duties, the Quarterly 
Conference, if they |udg3 it proper, may 
deprive him of his ministerial office. And 
when a preacher is loiated, or discontinued 
by an Annual Conference, he shall be 



appointment, or at the place where he shall 
resiile at the time of his location. 

Whenever any Elder, Deacon, or preai'h- 
er, shall remove from one circuit or station 
to another, he shall procure from (he Presi- 
ding Eider of the district, or from the 
pi'eacher having charge, a certificate of hia 
official standing in the Church at the time 
of his removal, without which he shall not bo 
reoelveil as a local preacher in other places. 

5. The Presiding Eliiersand the preachers 
in chai^, are required so to arrange llie 
appointments, wherever it is practicable, as 
to jrfve the local preachers regular and 
syatemaljc employment on the Siibbath. 
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SRCITOS I. 
Of Public Worship. 

Qi,esl. I . What directions shali be giyen 
for the establishment of uniformity in public 
worship among us, on the Lord's day ? 

AnsiB. 1. ],et the morning service tonaist 
of singing, prayer, tlie residing of a chapter 
out of the 01(1 Testament, and another out 
of the New, and preaching. 

9. Let the afternoon service consist of 
singing, prayer, the reading of one or two 
chaplei-s out of the Bible, and preaching. 

3. Let the evening service consist of 
anginn, prayer, and preaching. 

4. But oil the days of administering the 
Lord's supper, the two cliaptera Ja tlie 
morning service may be omitted. 

5. In adminiatering tlio ordinances, and 
in the burial of tho dead, let the form of 
Discipline invariably be -used. Let tlic 
Lord s pra3"er also bo used on all occasions 
of public worship in concloding the firet 
pmj-er, and the apostolic benediction in 
dismissing the congregation. 

fi. Let the sodety bo met, ■wherever it is 
practicable, on the Sabbath-day. 

Quest. 2. Is there not a great indecency 
Komctimes practised among vm, namely, 
talking in the congregation before and after 
stri ice. Eqw shall this be cured ? 
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Attsta. Let all the ministers and preachers 
join as one man, and enlai^e on the impro- 
priety of lalking before or after service ; 
and strongly exhort those that are contemed 
to do it no more. In three months, if wo 
are in earnest, this vile practice will be 
iianisbed out of every Metliodist congri'ga. 
tion. Let none stop till be has carrjtd hii 

SECTION n. 
Of the Spij-it and Truth of Singing. 
Quest. How shall we guard against for- 
mality in sinidng ? 

Answ. 1. By choosing sach hjinns as are 
proper for the congregation. 

2. By not singing too much at once ; sel- 
dom more than five or six verses. 

3. By suiting the tune to the woixls. 

4. By often stopping short, and asking 
the people, " Kow f do j-ou know what you 
said last ? Md you speak no more than you 
felt?" 

5. Do not suffer ilie people to sing ton 
slow. This naturally tends to formality, and 
b brought in by those who have cither very 
Strong or very weak voices. 

C. In e V lai^ "vx. ety let hem jcara 
to si g and let hem alwa 3 learn our 
tunes first 

7. Let he women eoustan I ang their 
parts one Let no man sin,, with them 
unless he d r^n]s tie noes and sings 
the bd aa t sconpns d n he tune-book. 
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8. Introduce no new tune till tlicy are 
perfect in the old. 

0. Recommend our tune^book. And If 
voQ cannot sing yourself, choose a person or 
two at each phre to pitch the tune for yon. 

10. Exhort every person in the congre- 
gation to sing ; not one in ten only. 

11. Sing no hymns of your oivn com- 
poi^irg. 

] 3. If a preacher be present, let him alone 
give out the words. 

13. When the singers would teach a tune 
to the congregalion, ijiey must sing only the 
tenor, [the ai..] 

14. Let it be recommended to our people 
not to attend the singing schools which are 
not under our direction. 

15. The preachers are desired not to en- 
courage the singing of fugue tunes in our 

10. iVe do not think that fugue tunes arc 
sinfLil or improper to be used in private 
companies; but wa do not approve of their 
being used in our public congregations, be- 
Ctiuse public singing is a part of divine ivor- 
?hip ia which all the congregation gught to 
jcin 

SECTION m. 
Of Class-meeiings and Love-fiasts. 
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a class. Let (his be done with all poMible 
exactufiss, at least onee a quarter. In oL-der 
to this, take suHicient time. 

2. Let each Leader carefully in-juire how 
CTery soul of his class prospert: not only 
how ea^ih person observes tlie outward rail's, 
but liow he grows in theknowledge and love 
of Goil. 

3, Let the Leaders converse with thoaa 
who have the charge of their circuits, fre- 
quently and freely. 

Quesf. 2. Can anything more be done in 
order to make tlie (Jhiss-meetings lively and 
profitable ? 

Aii/JB, 1. CIiana;e improper Leaders. 

2. Let the LeaSere frequently meet each 
other's classes. 

3. Let us observe which Leaders are tho 
most useful; and let these meet the other 
classes as often as p<»sible. 

4 See that all the Leaders be not onlj 
men of tmmd jud fiui-nt, but men truh d^ 
■votcItD Gol 

r 11 1 t ' 'I we do w t'l tho=o 



] 1 I I Dea on, or one )' 

til J til [11, iih(,neier it i' 

prattii iblc, and i.\plam to them the conj - 
quente if thty continue to neglect, name'; 
exehiaion 

2 IL they do not amend, let him who lias 
file charge of the eiremt or station bring 
their case bcfo-^i the soeietv, or a sekct 
numbu-, before ■whont thej shall ha\e been 
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cited to appear; and if the^lw found guilty 
of wilful neglect by a decisiou of a major- 
ily of the members before whom their case 
is brought, let them be laid aside, and let 
the preacher show that they are excluded 
for a breach of our rules, and not for im- 
moral tondacL 

Qrinst. i. How often shall we permit 
serious persons who are not of our Church 
to meet in class 1 

Ansip. At eiery other meeting of the 
class in every place let no stranger be ad- 
mitted. At other times they may; but the 
same person not above twice or tWce. 

Quest. 5. How often shall we permit 
strangers to be present at our Ixive-feasts ? 

Anew. Let tlietn be admilted with the 
utmost caution ; and the same person on no 
account above twice or thrice, unless he be- 
come a member. 

SECTION IV. 

Of ilie Band Societies. 

Two, three, or four true believers, who have 

confidence in each other, form a band. 

Only it is to be observed, that in one of 



The design of our meeting is to obey that 
command of God, Confess your faults one to 
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another, and pray one for auolltir, that ye 
man ^^ healed, James v, 10. 
To this and we agree, 

1. To meet once a week at least 

2. To come punctually at the hour ftp 
pointed, without some estraordiiiarj' reasoo 

3. To begin exactly at the hour with eiijf 
ing or prayer, 

4. To speak, each of ns in order, freely 
and plainly, the true state of our souls, with 
the faults we have committed in tempers, 
"tvords, or actions, and the temptations we 
ha^'o felt, since our last meeting. 

6. To end every meeting with prayer 
suited to the state of eaeh person present 

6- To desire some person amoug us to 
apeak his own state first, and then to ask the 
rest in order as many and as searehing 
ijuestions as may be, concerning tlieif state, 
Bins, and temptations. 

Some of the questions proposed to one 
before he is admitted among us may be to 
this pffeet L 

J. Have you the forgiveness of your sins ? 

2. Have you peace with God, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ ? 

3. Havej-ou the witness of God's Spirit 
witli ^our spirit, that you are a child of 

■1, Is the love of God shed abroad in your 

5. Has no sin, inward or outward, do« 
G. Do you desire to be told of your faults? 
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7. Do you desire to be told of all j-c*r 
faults, and that jilaiii and home? 

8. Do TO« dtsiru tliat ever).- one of us 
should tell yoti, from time to time, whatso- 

9. Consider I Do you dtairo we should 
tell TOu whatBoever vie think, whatsoever 
H'c fear, whatsocTCr we heap, concerning 

10. Do J-ou desire tliat in ilojtig this, wq 
gliotild come as clo?e as possiblo, that we 
should cnt to the quick, and search your 
heart to the bottom f 

11. la it your desire, and design to be on 
fti\% STii sffl bWigt occastms tii'tii-t\y opon, so 
as to sjieak without disguise, and without 
reserve ? 

Any of tlie preceding questions may be 
asked as oflcu us Ot'caxion requires; the four 
foliowin" at everj- meeting : 

1. Wnat known aina have you committed 
since our last meeting V 

2. What particuJar temptations have you 

3. How were you delivered ? 

4. What have you thought, said, or done, 
offl'iiich you doubtwhetberitbusiuornot S 



Tou are supposed to bitve the faiih thai 
overciiinelh the wuHd. To you, therefore, il 

I. Carefully to abstain from doing evil : ir 
particular. 
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1. Neitlier lo buy nor sdl anything at all 
on tlie Lord's day, 

2. To taste no spirituous liquor, no dram 
of any kind, unless prescribed by a phy- 

S. To be a( a tcord bolli in buyini; and 
„ffinf. 

4. Not to mention ihefmdls of any Wliind 
his back, and to stop those short that <lo. 

5. To wear no neeill&is omamvnis, suthat 
rinns, ear-rings, necklaces, lace, or niffleB. 

G. To vxe no nemllesf, nelf-indvlgenre. 

II. Zealously to maintain good works : in 
partitnlar, 

1. To give ahnii of such things as jijii 
possess, and that according to your ability, 

2. To reprove those who an in your sight, 
and that in love and meekness of vrisdom. 

8. To be patterns of diliqence and fru~ 
golity, oi sdf-i!enial, and taking up the cross 

III. Constantly to attend on all the ordi- 
nances of God : in particular, 

1. To be at chtm.ai, and at the Lord's 
table, and at every public meeting of the 
bands, at every opportunity. 

2. To use private prayer every day; ard 
family prayer, if j^ou are the Buail of a 

8. Frequently to read the Scriptures, and 
meditatu thereon. And, 

4. To observe, as diiys of fasting, or ab- 
rtinence, all Frk/nns /it the. your. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Quest. What shall we do for the riang 
generation ? 

Ansio. 1. Let Sunday seliools be formeil 
in all our congregations where ten children 
can he collected for that purpose. And it 
shall be the special duty of preachers having 
chaise of circuits and stations, with the sua 
of the other preachers, to see that this be 
done; fo engage the co-operatirn of as 
many of our members as they caii ; fo vidt 
the schools as often as practicable ; to preach 
on the subject of Sunday schools and reli- 
gious instruction in each congregation at 
least once in six months; to lay before tho 
Quarterly Conference at each quarterly 
meeting, to be entered on its journal, a 
written statement of the number and slate 
of the Sunday schools within their respective 
circuits and stations, and to make a report 
of the same to their several Annua! Confei^ 
enccs. Each Quarterly Conference shall 
Lave BUperviaon of all the Sunday schools 
and Sunday-schoij societies within its 
bounds, which schools and societies shall bo 
auxiliary to the Sunday- School Union of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church ; and each An- 
nual Conference shall report to said Union 
the number of auxiliaries within its bounds, 
together with other facta presented in the 
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annual reports of the preachers aa above 
dire<'ted. 

2. It is recommended that eaeh Annual 
Conlcrence, where the general state of the 
work will allow, rajuest the appointment of 
a Bputial apent, to travel throughoiil- its 
hounila, for the purpose of promoting the 
interests of Sunday st^hools ; and his ex« 

Gnse9 shall be p^d out of eoUections which 
slall be directed to make, or otherwise, 
as shall be ordered by the Conference. 

3. IjOt our catechisms be used as exten- 
ovelv as possible, both in our Sunday schools 
and iamilics; andlet the preachers faithfully 
enforce upon parents and Sunday-school 
teachers tlie great importance of instructing 
children in the doctnnes and duties of onr 
holy religion. Let the preachers also pub- 
licly catechise the children in Che Sunday 
school, and at special meetings appointed fop 
that purpose. It shall also oe the dnty of 
each preacher in connexion with reporting 
the Sabbath-school statistics at each Quar- 
terly Conference, to stete to what extent he 
has puhliclv or privately catechised tho 
children of his chaise. 

4. It shall he the special duty of the 
preachers to form Bible classes wherever 
they can, for the instruction of larger chil- 
dren and youth; and where they cannot 
superintend them personally, to appoint 
suitable leaders for ttiat purpose. 

5. It shall be the duly of every preacher 

Uie children belonging to hia congregations. 
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and Itaye a list of such names for his suc- 
cessor; and in liis pastoral visits he sliall 
pay special attention to the children, speak 
to thera personally, and kindly, on experi- 
mental and practical godliness, according to 
their capacity, pray eameally for them, and 
dlliaenlly instruct and exhort all parents to 
dedicate their children to the Lord in bap- 
tism as early as convenient; and let ail 
haptized children be faithfully instructed in 
thi! nature, design, privileges, and obliga- 
tions, of their baptism. Those of them who 
are well disposed may be adinitteil to our 
class-meetings and love-feasts; and such as 
are truly serious, and manifest a ilcsire to 
flee tiie wrath to come, shall be advised to 
join society as probationers. 



CnArTER Yll. 

D CIRCULATION. OF 



Is mniJo Ibr the pnhlicaiion nt a 

fflt-ea. For Iba dutlBS of Ihp, Ei 
>iTC5poinitnft Saerelory of the Tmc 



1. It is recommended to ourpeople every- 
where to form Tract Societies, auxiliary to 
the Tract Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, 
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2. It is recommended to preacliers m 
charge, to make annually in their several 
congregations, collections in behalf of the 
T^al^t Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



SECTION I. 

Of Dress. 

QtteH. SiiorLD wo insist on the rules 

Anaw. fiy all means. This is no time to 
gi»e encouragement to superHuity of appa- 
rel. Theretbre receive none into the Church 
till they have left off superfluous ornanients. 
In order to this, 1. Let every one who haa 
charge of a circuit or station read Mr. Wes- 
ley's Thoughts upon Dress, at least once a 
year in every society. 2. In visiting the 
classes be very mild, but very strict. 3. Al- 
low of no exempt case : better one suilbr 
than many. i. Give no tickets to any that 
wear high heads, enormous bonnets, ruffles, 
or rings. 

SECTIOX U. 

Of Marriaye. 

Quest. 1. Do wo observe any evil mhicli 

has prevailed in our Church with respect to 
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Anxju. Many of our members have mar- 
ried with unamil:ened [wrsons. This has 
produced bad efFei^ta; they have been either 
hindered for life, or have turiicd back to 

Quest. 3. What can be done to discourse 
this? 

Ansm. 1. Let every preacher publicly 
enforce the apostle's caution, ■' Be ye not 
unequally yoked together with unbelievers." 
2 Cor. vi, 14. 

t Let all be exhorted to tate no step in 
EO weighty a matter, without advising ■with 
the niost serious of their brethren. 

Qaeal. 3. Ought any woman to many 
ivithout the consent of her parents? 

Answ. In Lgeneral she ought not. Yet 
there may be esceptions. For if, 1. A wo- 
man believe it to be her duty to marry : if, 
2. Her parents absolutely rduse to let her 
marry any Christian ; then she may, nay, 
ou^ht (o marry without Iheir consent. Yet 
even then a Methodist preacher ought not 
to be married to her. 

We do not prohibit our people from mar- 
rying persons who are not of our Church, 
provided such persons have the form, and 
are seeking the power, of godliness ; but wo 
are determined to discourage their marrying 
persons who do not come up to this de- 
scription. 
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Of the Trial of a Bishop. 

Que3l. 1. To whom is a Bishop amenable 
for hia conduct ? 

Answ. To the General Conference, mho 
have power to expel him for improper con- 
duct, if they see it neces^rf. 

Qaest. 2. What proyiaion shall he made 
for the trial of a Bishop, if he should be ac- 
cused of immorality in the interval of the 
General Conference ? 

Ati:sw. If a Bishop be accused of immor 
ality, three Travelling Elders shall call upon 
him, and examine him on the subject; and 
if the three Elders verily believe that the 
Bishop is guilty of the crime, they shall call 
to their aid two Presiding EMera froir two 
dsstiicts in the neighbourhood of that where 
the crime was committed, each of which Pre- 
wding Elders shall bring with him two 
Elders, or an Elder and a Deacon. The 
above-mentioned nine persons shall form a 
Conference, to examine into the chai^ 
brought against the Bishop: and if two-thu9s 
of them verily believe him lo be guilty of 
the crime laid to his charge, they sl^ll havs 
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authority lo suKjiend the Bishop til! Ihe en- 
suing General Conference, and the districts 
filiivll bo regulated in the mean time as b 
provided in eh. iii, ! 3, and ch. jv, 5! 1, 2; 
Dut no accusation shall be received apiiast 
a Bishop except it be delivered in writing, 
siiined by those who are to prove the crime; 
and a copy of the accusation shall be ^vea 
to the accused Bishop. 



Of ilie Method of Proceeding against accttsed 
2'raueilmg Miiiislers or Preachers. 

Qnenl. 1. What shall be done when an 
Elder, Deacon, or preacher, is undnr report 
of being guilty otsanie crivte expressly for- 
bidden in the word of God, as an unchria- 
tJan practice, sufficient to exclude a person 
from the kiiwdom of grace and glorj' r 

Ansv>. 1. Ill the interval of the Annual 
Conference, let the Presiding Eider, in tha 
absence of a Bishop, call as many travelling 
ministers as he shall think fit, at least three ; 
and, if possible, bring the accused and the 
a'x^user face lo face ; and cause a coiTect 
rocoril of the investigation to be kept and 
transmitted to the Annual Conference. If 
the person be clearly convicted, he shall be 
suspended from all ministerial services and 
Church privileges until the ensuing Annual 
Conference, at which his case shall be fully 
considered and determined. But if the ac- 
cused be a Presiding Elder, the preachers 



HO.-,- -„ Google 



92 TRIAL OF MISISTEBS, Part I, 

miist call in the Presiding Elder of the 
neiplibouring district, who is required to at- 
tend and prc^de at the trial. 

If the accased and accuser cati-ot be 
brought face to face, but tlie supposed de- 
linquent flees from trial. It shall be received 
as a presumptive proof of guilt; and out of 
the mouth (« two or three witnesses he shall 
be condemned. Nevertheless, eyen in that 
case, the Annual Conferenceshall reconsider 
and determine the whole matter. 

And if the accused be a superannuated 

g-eacher, living out of the bounds of the 
onference of which he is a member, he 
shall be held reaponable to the Annual 
Conference irithin whose bounds he may 
reside, who shall liave power to try, acquit, 
suspend, locate, or expel him, in the same 
manner as if he were a member of s£ud 
Conference. 

2. If the chaise be preferred at the Con- 
ference, the case may be referred to a com- 
mittee, in the presence of a Presiding Elder, 
or a member appointed by the Bishop inhia 
stead, who shall cause a faiithful rei^ord of 
the proceedings and testunony )o be laid 
before the Conference; on which, with 
Buch other evidence as may be admitted, 
the ease shall be decided. 

Quest. 2. What shall be done in cases tf 
improper tempers, words, or actions. 

Answ. The person bo offending shall be 
reprehended by his seniorio office. Should 
a second transgression take place, one, two, 
or three ministers or preachers, are to bs 



HO.-,- -„ Google 



Ckix, S2. TRIAL OF MlNlSTEItS. 93 

taken as witnesses. If he be not then cured, 
ho aliall he tried at the next Annual Confer- 
ence, and, if found guilty and impenitent, 
shall lie expelled from tlie tonnexion, and 
his name so returned in the Minutes of the 
Conference. 

QtH','!. 3. What shall he done when a 
member of an Annual Conference fails in 
fcusinesa, or contracts debts which he is not 
iible to pay ? 

AiiKic. IjCt the FreMdinp: Elder appoint 
throe judicious members of the Church to 
inspect t!ie accounts, contracts, and circum- 
stances of the supposed delinquent, and if, 
in their opinion, he has behaved dishonestly, 
or contracted debts without the probability 
of paj'inir, let the case be disposed of accord- 
ing to the answer of question one of this 

Qiiesl. i. What shall be done with tliose 
ministers or preachers who hold and dis- 
seminate, publicly or privately, doctrines 
which are contrary to our articles of religion 7 

Atir^iv. Lei the same process be observed 
as in case of gross immorality ; but if the 
minister or preacher so offending do so- 
lemnly engage not to disseminate such erro- 
neous doctrines in public or in private, he 
eliall bo borne with, till his ease be laid be- 
fore the next Annual Conference, which 
shall determine the matter 

Quest. 5. What shall be done ishen a 
travellinf; minister is accused of being so un- 
acceptable, inefBcient, or secular, as to be no 
longer useful in his work ? 
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Anme. The Conference shall investigate 
the cfLse, and if it appear that the (.■omplaint 
is ncjl founded, and the aectiseU will not 
Tohmtarilj- retire, tlie Conference may lo- 
cate hiui without his consent. 

Piosi'/etl, nevertheless, tliat in all the 
above-mentioned cases of trial and eonvio- 
tioii, an appeal to the ensuing General Con- 
ference shall be allowed, if the eonilemned 
Ijerson sifmify his intention to appeal, at the 
time of his condemnation, or at any time 
thereafter when he is informed thereof. 

In all the aboi-e-mcntioned ea.ies it shall 
be the duty of the secretary of the Annual 
Conference carefully to preserve the niinutes 
of tlie trial, whether taken before a com- 
mittee or before the Conference, and all the 
documents relating to the case, together with 
tlie charije or ehari,'es, and the specification 
or specifications; which niinutes anil docu- 
ments only, in case of an appeal from the 
decision of an Annual Conference, shall be 

S resented to the General Conference, in evi- 
ence on the ease. And in all cases, when 
an atipcal is made, and admitted by the Ge- 
neral Conference, the appellant shall cither 
state personally, or by bis representative, 
(who shall be a member of the Conference,) 
the grounds of his appeal, showing causa 



Conference from whose decia'on the appeal 
is mjde, shall be permitted to respond in 
presence of the appellant, who shall have the 
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privilege of replyiiifffopuch representalives, 
uhicli ijhiitl closi; tlie pluadiiinii on borli siijcs. 
Tliis done, the app«lldnl sliall iviilHiraiv, and 
the Coiiferenee shall ileuiile. And a.ller 
BiiL'li form of trial and expulsion, llie person 
BO expelled shall have no privileges of bo- 
ciely OP satramenta in our Uliurch, ivithout 
conlession, ton tri lion, and satisfactory re- 

A preather on trial who may be accused 
of crime sliall !ia accountable to the Qiiai^ 
terly Conference of the circuit on which he 
tra\els. The Presiding Ehler alioU tall a 
coniinittee of three local preachers, who 
may suspend him ; and the Quarterly Con- 
ference may expel him: ncoerlhete.is, he 
shall have a right lo an appeal to the next 
Annual Coiiierence. 

^Vhen any travellinn elder or deacon is 
deprived of hia credentials, bj[ expulsion or 
otlierwiso, they shall he filed with the papers 
of the Annual Confurenco of which he, was 
a member; and should he at any future 
time give satirfaelory evidence to said Con- 
ference of his amendment, and procure a 
certificate of the Quarterly Conftrence of 
the circuit or station where he resides, or of 
an Annual Conference who may have ad- 
mitted him on tiial, recommending to tlis 
Annual Conference of which he icas a 
member formerly the re'itoration of his ere- 
deniials, the said Conference may restore 
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SECTION ni. 
0/ the Trial of Local Preachers. 

Qiies^t. 1. What shall be done wher a lo- 
cal Elder, Deacon, or preatlieT, is reported 
to be guilty of some cnme expressly forbid- 
den ill the woidof Goil, saffieient to exdudo 
a person from the kingdom of grace and 
glory ? 

Atisw. 1. The preacher havJas charge 
shall eall a committee, consisting of three or 
more loeal preacher?, before whom jt shall 
be the duly of tlie accused to appear, and 
by whom he shall be acqjiitted, or, jf found 
euil^, suspended until the next Quarterly 
Conference. And the preacher in chai^ 
shall cause exact minutes of the charp:es, tes- 
timony, and examination, t<^ethcr with the 
decision of the conimittee, to be l^d before 
the Quarterly Conference, where it shall be 
the duty of the accused to appear. If the 
accused refnse or ne<;lect to appear before 
said committee, he may be tried in bis ab- 

And the president shall, at the commence- 
ment of the trial, appoint a. secretary, who 
shall fake down rccuiar minutes of the cW< 
dence of the trial ; which minules, when 
read and approved, shall be signed by tha 
president, and also by the members of the 
Conference who are present, or a majority 
of them. And in case of condemnation, the 
local pre.icher, Deacon, or Elder, shall be al- 
lowed to appeal to the next Annual Confer- 
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ence, provided that he signify to the said 
Quarterly Confiirence his determination to 
appeal; in which case the SHid president 
shall lay Ihe minatea of the trial above meii- 
tionnd before the s^d Annual Conference, 
at whitli the local preacher, Deacon, or El- 
der, so appealing, may appear; and the said 
Annual Conference shall judge, and finally 
determine, from the minutes of the said 
trial, so laid before them. 

2. When a local Elder, or Deacon, shall bo 
expelled, the Presiding Elder shall reqiiiro 
of liimthecredenti»lsof his ordination, to bo 
filed with the papers of the Annual Confeiv 
cnce witliin the limits of which the expulsion 
has taken place. And should he, at any 
future time, prmluce to the Annual Con- 
ference a certificate of his i-estoration, 
sifined by the president, and countersigned 
by tlie secretary, of the Quarterly Confei'- 
ence, his credentials may bo restored to 

Quest. 2. What shall be done in eases of 
improper tempers, words, or actions? 

Anxut. The person so offending shall h« 
icprehended by the preacher having charge. 
Should a second transgression take plnei, 
one, two, or three faithful friends, arc to be 
taken as witnesses. If he be. not then 
cured, he shall be tried at the nest Quai^ 
lerly Confet^nco, and if found guilty and 
impenitent, he shall be expelled from tl^e 
Cliiireh. 

Q'lcsi. S. What sMI be dona ■.vhcn a lo- 
cal Elder, Deacon, or preacher, fails in Iwsi- 
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ness, or contracts debts which lie is not able 

AnsiB. Let tha preacher in chaj|;e ap- 
point three judicious members of the Chiirch 
to inspect the accounts, contracts, and cir- 
cumstances, of the supposed delinquent; 
and if in their opinion he has behaved dis- 
lioncstly, or contracted debts without the 
probabiHty of paying, let the ease be dis- 
posed of according to the answer to questicn 
9ne of thia section. 

SECTION IV. 
Of hringing to Trial, fnding guillij, and re- 
pronina, suspending, or excluding. Disor- 
derly Pa-sons from Socieli/ and Church 
Privileges, and of Insokencim, and the 
settlement of Disputes. 
Quest. 1. How shall an accused member 
bo brooght to trial ? 

Ansiv. 1. Before the society of -which he 
is a member, or a select number of them, in 
the presence of a Bishop, Elder, Deacon, or 
preacher, in the following manner; — Let 
the accused and accuser be brought face to 
face ; but if this cannot ho done, let tlio 
next bast evidence be procured. If tha 
accused person bo found guilty by the deei- 
Mon of a majority of the members before 
whom he is brought to trial, and the crime 
be such as is expressly forbidden by the 
word of God, sufficient to exclude a person 
firom the kingdom of grace and glorr, let 
the minister or preacher ivho has the charge 
of the circuit expel him. If the accused 
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person evade a trial, by absenting blmself, 
after sufficient notice given him, and the 
circumstances of the accusation afford strong 
presumption of gu[It, let him be esteemed as 
guilty, and be accordingly excluded. Wit- 
nesses from witliout shall not be rejected, 

2. But in eases of neglect of duties of any 
kind, imprudent conduct, indulging sinful 
tempera, or words, the buyin", selling, or 
using, intoxicaliiig liquors as a beverage, or 
disobedience to the order and discipline of 
the Church: (see part i, oh.v, S 3, quest 3, 
page 80 :) First, let private reproof be 
given by a preacher or leader ; and if there 
be an acknowledgment of the fault, and 
proper humiliation, tbe person may be borne 
with. On a second offence, the preacher 
or leader may take one or two faithful 
friends. On a third offence, let the case be 
brought before the society, or a select num- 
ber; and if (hero be no sign of real humilia- 
tion, the offender must be cut off. 

3. If a member of our Church shall be 
clearly convicted of endeavouring to sow 
dissensions in an^ of our societies, by in- 
'. cighing against either our doctrines or dis- 
cipline, such person so offending shall be 
" ■ reproved by the senior minister c 

licr of his circii"'' ""'' ■'' '"■ "■"■^'"^ • 
such pernicious prai. . 
pelled from the Church. 

4. Nevertliekss, if in any of the above- 
mentioned eases the minister or preacher 
differ in judgment from tbe majority of the 

ocloty, or the select number, concerning 
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the innocence or guilt of the accuseJ per- 
son, the trial, in such case, may be reicrred 
W tlie minister or preacher to the ensuing 
Quarterly Conference, 

S. If there be a niurmur or complaint 
from any excluded person, in any <if tha 
above-men doned ins^nce^, that justice hai 
not, been done, he shall be allowed an ap- 
peal to ihe next Quarterly Conferenie: 
except such aa absent theaiselTes from (rial, 
aller sufficient nolice is ^ven them : and 
the majority of the Travelling and Local 
Preachers, ExhorterB, Stewai-ds, and Leaders 
present, shall finally determine the case. 

After such forms of trial and expulsion, 
sitch person shal! have no privileges of so- 
ciety or of sacraments in our Church, with- 
out contrition, confesaon, and satisfactory 
reforniaUon. 

Quest. 2. How shall disputes between 
memberaof our Church concerning the pay- 
ment of debta or otherwise be settled ? 

AnsTD. 1. On any dispute between two or 
more of the members of our Chareh, con- 
cerning the payment of debts, or otherwise, 
which cannot be settled by the parties cor- 
earned, the preacher who has the charge of 
the circnit shall inquire into the cireiinistan- 
ces of the case ; and shall recommend to tha 
contending parties a reference, conasiing 
(rf one arbiter chosen by the plaintiff, ana 
another chosen by the defendant ; which 
two arbiters so chosen shall nominate the 
third ; the three arbiters being members of 
our Cliurch. 
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But if one ofthe parties be dlssalUfied 
Tvith the judgment given, aui^li naity may 
apply to the ensuing Quiirterly Conference 
of tlie circuit, for allowance to uiive aieeond 
arbitration appointed ; and if tlio Quarterly 
Conference see suffieient reason, tliej- eliall 
grant a gecoTul arbitration, in wbiuh case 
eacb party shall choose two arbiters, and 
the four arbiters sliall choose a fiflb, the 
jiidrjient of the majority of whom sliall be 
final: and any person refusinp; to abide 
by sticli judgment shall be excluded the 
Church. 

And if any member of our Cbureb shall 
refuse, in casesof dubt orotSior disputes, to 
refer tlia matter to arbitration, when recom- 
mended by him who has the chiu^e of the 
circuit, or ehall enter into a iansuit with 
another member betbre these mcasiLrea are 
talien, be shall be eixpclled, unless the case 
be of such a nature as to require and justify 
a process at law. 

2. Whenever a complaint is made against 
any member of our Church fomon-payment 
of debt ; when the accounts are a<Ij usted, 
and the amount ascertained, the preacher 
having the chat^ shall call the debtor be- 
" '■ i of at least three, to sliow 



dme shall be granted him for payment, and 
what security, if any, shall be given for pay- 
ment; and in case the debtor refuses to 
comply, he shall bo expelled ; but in such 
case lie may appeal to the Quarterly Coq- 
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forence, and then (leci«ion shall be finai 
And in caic the creditor complains that 
justice is not done him, he may lay hia 
grievance befoie the Quarterly Conference, 
and their decision shall be final ; and if Ihe 
creditor refuse to comply, he shall be es- 
pelled. 

Quest S. What shall be done in case cif 
insolvency on the part of any of our mem' 
bers? 

Anim. 1. The preachers who have the 
overaght of circuits are required to execute 
all our rules fully and strenuously against 
all frauds, and particularly against dishonest 
insolvencies: suffering none to remain in 
our Church on any account mho are found 
guilty of any fraud. 

2. To prevent scnndal, when any of onr 
members fiul in business, or contract debts 
wSiich they are not able to pay, let two or 
three jiidjcioos members of the Church in- 
spect the accounts, contracts, and circum- 
stances of the case of Ihe supposed delin- 
quent; and if he have behaved dishonestly, 
or borrowed money -withont a probability 
of paying, let him be espelled. 
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SECTION I. 

General Directions. 

I. Let eveiy adult person, and tlie pa- 
rents of every child to be baptized, have 
the choice either of immersion, sprinkling. 



B chai^ for adminislerinj b,ipti?m, or fo; 
burying the dead. 

SECTION II. 

The Mlnislration of Baptism to Infants. 

The minist.?; coming to l^e fant. -nhirh is to bi 
filled wilh pure water, shaU use Ihe followng. 

Dearly beloved, fbrasmuehaa all men are 
conceived and born in sin, and that our 
Saviour Chtist eaith, None can enter into 
the kingdom of God, except he be reifcr?,- 
rate and horn anew of water and of the 
Holy Ghost; 1 beseech you to call upon 
God the Father, through our Ijord Jcsne 
Christ, liiat of his bounteous mercy he wiU 
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grant to fltu cMd that thing which hy na- 
ture he cannot have, that ke may be baptizeil 
iv-ith water and the Holy Ghost, and rw«ived 
inta Christ's holy Church, and be made a 
Uvet'j meraber of the same- 

Thea jAaH Ike ndnisliT loji, 



Almighty and everlasting God, who oF thy 
great mercy didst save Noah and his family 
ill the ark from perishing by water; and 
also didat safely lead the children of Israel, 
thy people, through the Eed Sea, figuring 
thereby thy holy baptism : and hy the bap- 
tism of thy well-befovod Son Jesus Chnst 
in the river Jordan, (Udst sanctify water for 
this holy sacrament : we beseech thee, for 
thine inlinite mercies, that thon wilt look 
ttpon iJiU child: wash Mm and sanctify him 
with the Holy Ghost; that he, being deli- 
vered from thy wmth, may he received into 
the ark of Christ's Church, and being stead- 
Jast in fMth, joyful through hope, and rooted 
in love, may so pass the waves of this trou- 
blesome world, that finally he may come to 
liiB land of everhsting life ; there to reign 
wiih thee, world vrithout end, through JesM 
Christ our Lord. Amen, 

O merciful God, grant that the old Adam 
in this chilli may be so buried, that the new 
man may be raised up in him. Amen. 

(irant that all carnal afi'ections may die 
in him, and that all things belon^ng to thfl 
Suii'it iiwy live and grow in Aim. Allien. 



HO.-,- -„ Google 



Ch.i,s2. BAPTISM or rsFAisTrs. 105 

Grant that iemaj- bare power and strength 
to have vietory, and to triumph asainst the 
devil, the world, and the flesh. Amen. 

Grant liatwhosoever is dedicated totiiee 
bj- our ofEie and ministry niay also be en- 
dueil ivith heavenly virtues, and everlast- 
ingly rewarded through thy mercy, blessed 
Lord God, who dost live and govern all 
Uii las, world witliout end. Amen. 

Alttiigbty, ever-living God, whose most 
ddarly-beloved Son Jesus Christ, for the 
foij;lvonesa of our sins, did shed out of hia 
most precious side both water and blood, 
and gave commandment to his disciples that 
they should go teath all nations, and bap- 
(JKe them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; regard, 
ive beseech thee, the supplications of thy 
congregation ; sanctify this water for this 
holy sacrament; and grant thiit this child 
no-v to be baptized may receive the fullness 
of thy grace, and ever rem^n in the num- 
ber cftliy taitbfiil and elect children, through 
JesuF. Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Then shall the people stand -up ; and Iht mmisla- 



;iples rebuked those that brought them; but 
nlii'n Jesus saw it, he was much disj)lca?ed, 
r.nd said Unto them. Suffer the Hide chiJ- 
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dren to come unto mo, and foi'iiid them not, 
for of suth is the kingdom of God. Verily 
1 say unto yon. Whosoever shall not receire 
the kingdom of God asa little child, he shall 
not enter therein. And he took them np 
in hid arms, put his hanils npoa diem, aaa 
blessed them. 



Name this child. 



N. I baptize thee in the name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost 

Thn shall be said, oU HicUt^, 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name ; thy kingdom come ; thy will 
be done, on cartli as it is in heaven ; give 
us this day our daily bread ; and forgive va 
our trespasses, as we forgive them that ties- 
pass against us ; and lead us not into tempt- 
Btiou, but dehvcr us irom evil. Amert. 

Then ihM Ike mmistcr cmeUds with eitaaporarm 
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SECTION iir. 

The Slinislraliori of Baptism to sucli as are 

of Riper Years. 

Dearly belored, forasnrach as all men are 
eonceived and bom in sin, (and that which 
is bom of theflosh is flesli, and tliej- that are 
in tlie flesh cannot please God, but live in 
Kin, committiro; maoy actual transgresaons :) 
and that oar Saviour Christ siilth, None can 
enter into the kingdom of God, except he 
be regenerate and born anew of mater and 
of (he Holy Ghost : I beseech yon to call 
upon God the Father, through oar Lord 
Josus ChriKt, that of his bounteous goodness 
he will grant to Ihi^se persons that which by 
nature mey cannot have ; that thev may be 
baptized with water and the Holy Ghost, 



Thm ihall the miaaUriay, 

Almighty and immortal God, the aid of 
all that "need, the helper of all that flee to 
Uice for succor, the Me of them that be- 
lieve, and the resurrection of the dead; we 
call upon thee for Ihese persons; that Ihey, 



m. Buceive tkeirt, O Lord, as thou hast 
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promised hy thy well-beloved Son, saying, 
Ask, and ye shall receive ; seek, and ye 
fihall find ; knock, and it slial! be opened 
onto you r so give now unto us iJiat ask : let 
119 that seek, find : open the gate unto ua 
that knock; tbat tke^e persons may enjoy 
the everhsling benediction of thy heavenly 
■washing, and may come to the eternal king- 
dom mhiuh thou hast promised by Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Afia- i,:hick he iImII las. 

Almighty and everlasting God, heavenly 
Father, we give tbee humble thanks, for 
that thou hast vouchsafed to call us to die 
knowledge of thj- grace, and faith in thee ; 
increase this knowledge and conGmi this 
feith in us evermore. Give thy Holy Spirit 
to Oiese persons, that Ihey may be bom again, 
and be made !ieiii of eyerlasting salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth 
and reigneth with thee and 'the Holy Spirit, 
now attd for ever. Amen. 

Thm shaU the people atmd up, and Ihe mnUttr lAall 

Htar tne words of the Gospel, written by St. Johr* 
in [be third ehspter, bc»iuniog at Ibe firsl veise. 

There was a man of the Pharisees, named 
NJcodemus, a ruler of tlie Jeivs : the same 
came to Jesus by nijrht, and said unto him, 
Kabbi, we know that thou art a tuacliei 
come from God : for no man can do these 
miracles that thou docst, except God b* 
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with him. Jesus answered ami savi unto 
hiin, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except 
a man be born again, be cannot see tha 
kiiigiiom of God. Kit'odemus saitb unto 
him, How can a man be born when he b 
old ? Can he enter the second time into 
his mother's womb, and be bom ? Jeeus 
answered. Verily, Terily, I say unto thea, 
Except a man be born «F water, and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
GwL That which ia born of the Hesh ii 
Jlesh ; and that which is bom of the Spirit 
ia spirit Marvel not that I said unto iiitie. 
Ye must be bom again. The wind bloweth 
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but eanst not teU whence it cometh, 
and whither it jioeth: so ia every one that 
is born of the Spirit. 

Tlim the maiislfr shall apeak ta the persons (o is 



Wei! beloved, who are come hither, de- 
eiringto receive holy baptism, jie have heard 
how ihe contiregation hath prayed that our 
Lord Jesus Christ would vouchsafe to re- 
eeivo. you, and bleaa you, to release you of 
your sins, to jpvo tou the kingdom of hear- 
Ton, and everlasting life, .^d our Lord 
JesiK Christ hath promised, in hia holy 
word, to grant all thoso thmgs that vfo have 
prayed for : which promise he for his part 
will most surely keep and perform. 

■\\Tierefore after tliK promise made hy 
Christ, you must also faithfully, for your 
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part, promise, in the presence of this whole 
congregation, that j-ou will renounce the 
devil and all his works, and constantly be- 
lieve God's holy word, and obediently keep 
bis conranandments. 



Thm shall th, mmiBM dim^d t,f mtl. of the pmow 
to be bnptized, gevrtally, 

QjKSL Dost thou renounce the devil and 
aB bis works, the vain pomp and glo^ of 
the world, with all covetous desires of the 
game, and the ctmal desires of the flesh, so 
that tliou wilt not follow or he led by them ? 

Answ. I renounce them all. 

Quest. Dost thou believe in G!od the Fa- 
ther Almighty, Maker of hea,ven and earth ? 
and in Jesus Christ his only-begotten Son 
our Lord 1 and that he was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, horn of the Viipn Mary ? 
that he suffered under Pontius Klate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried ; that he rose 
agMn the third day ; that he ascended into 
heaven, and stttelh at the right hand of God 
the Fatiier Almighty, and from thence shall 
come again, at the endofthe world, to judge 
the quick and the dead f 

And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the holy catholic Chnrch,* the communion 
of saints ; the remission of ans ; the resui^ 
rection of the body, and everlasting life 
after death ? 

Answ. All this I steadfastly believe. 

1 (ho 
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Qiiesl. "Wilttlirm be baptized in this faifh? 

Amw. This k my desire. 

Quest Wilt thou then obedieotlj- keen 
God's holy will and commandments, and 
^j-lk in the same all the days of thy life? 

Answ. I will endeavor 80 to do, God being 
my helper. 

merciful God, grant that the old Adam 
in these persons may be so huried, that lie 
new man may be raised up in them. Amen. 

Grant that all eamal affections may die in . 
tl:em, and that all things Ijelonging (o the 
Spirit may live and grow in Ihem. Amen. 

Grant that tley may liavo power and 
strength to have victoiy, and triumph 
against the devil, the world, and the flesb. 
Amen. 

Grant that Oiey being here dediealed to 
thee by our oGiue and ministry, may also 
be endued with heavenly virtues, and ever- 
lastingly rewarded, through thy mercy, O 
bleRsetl Lord God, who dost live and govern 
all things, world witljout end. Amen. 

Almighty, ever-living God, whose most 
karly-bcloved Son Jesus Christ, for the for- 
[ironess of our sins, did sbed out of his most 
precious side both water and blood ; and 
;;aTe eommandment to his disciples that 
!hey should go teaeh all nations, and bap- 
tize them in the name of the Father, and of 
f!ic Son, and of ffie Hbfy Gluist: rsffiinJ, wa 
beseech thee, the supplications of uus con- 
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gregation ; and grant that the persons noi? 
to be biipljzed may receive tlie fiJlaes3 of 
thy grace, and e^er remain in tlio number 
of thy faithful and elect cliildren, tlirougb 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

Then shda th: minixttr taku tick perjon (o hi baplhii 
by the Tii^ht hand : and placing him convenieiuiy b) 
lit font, aaardaigta ha discrctiim, aiall ask tht 
name ; and then shalt tprmkte or vow uiater i^i>4 
him, (or if he eh/dl desire il, tkdl immrres him ix 
atalrr,) laying, 

Ni I baptize thee in the name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, andof the Holy Ghoat. 
Amen. 

Then shaU ie j-i« Iht Lord', Prayer, alt kneeliiig. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name ; fliy kingdom come ; thy will 
be done on earth, as it is in heaven ; givo 
us this day our daily bread ; and forpre us 
oar trespasses, as we forgive them that tres- 
pass an;a]n3t us ; and lead us not into teoipta- 
tion ; out deliver us from evil. Amen. 

IThtn let the mmsler com:Hde with /xtimpaj.rrj 
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SECTION L 

General Direeima. 

Qaett. Are there any ciireotiiins to If 

givon eont-yniing die aiJministralioii oi' tht^ 

Loril'a flupiier? 

Atmc. 1. Let fhoBe who liave S(■:^lpl^w 
comeraing the receiving of it kneeliji;?, bn 
permitted to receive it either ataiiJing or 

2. No person shiill be admittcil fo the 
Lord's supjier among us wlio is guilty of any 

Erai'tice tor wliich wo would esdudo a meni- 
er of our Church. 



SECTION IL 

The Order for the Administration r-i' Ihi 

Lord's Supper. 

Let yonr light so shine before men. \\v.A 
Ihey mny sec your good works, and gli.".ify 
your Fatlier whJL^hia in heaven. SlatUv, IE. 

Jjay not up for yourselves ti'easurp.s upon 
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, 
and wjiere thieves break tlirough and steal : 
but lay up for yourselves trcasuroa in hea- 
ven, where neither moth nor rust dolh cor- 



Ho.-=,- -„ Google 



114 THE LORD'S BFl'PEK. Partll, 

rapt, and where thieves <lo not break through 
nor steal. Matt, vi, 19, 20. 

■\Vhatsoever je would that men should do 
to you, do ye even so to them ; for tliis is 
the lavr and the prophets. Matt, vii, 1 2. 

Kot every one that sajth unto me. Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of hea< 
ven ; hut he that doeth the will of my Father 
nhieh is in heaven. IVIatt. vli, 21. 

Zaecheua stood, and said unto the Lord, 
Behdd, Lord, the half of my goods J give to 
the poor ; and if I have taken anytliing 
from any man, by false accusation, I restore 
him fourfold. Luke xis, 8. 

He which soweth sqiaringly shall reap also 
sparingly; and hemliich soweth bonntifully 
Biiall reap also boimtifnily. Every man ac- 
cording as he pnrposeth in his heart, so let 
hun give ; not grudgingly, or of nei^essity : 
for God lovelh a cheDrfu'l giver. 2 Cor. ix, 
6,7. 

As we have therefore opportunity, let ua 
do good nnlo all men, especially unto them 
who arc of the household of faith. Oal. vi, 10. 

Godliness with contentment is great gain ; 
for we brought nothing into thi3 worid, and 
it is certain we can carry nothing out. 1 Tim. 

Charge them that are rich in this world, 
that they ho ready to distribute, willing to 
eonunnnicatc, laj-ing up in store for tliem- 
kIvcs a good foundation against the time to 
come, that they mav kiy hold on eternal life. 
lTim.vi, 17-19. 

God is not unrighteous to forget your 
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work and labor of love ivlmb je have 
showed towird bis ninie in thit \e hwa 
ministered to tlie saints and do mmioier 
Heb. vi, 10 

To do good and to communii'ate f rget 
not: for with adi lacnliLca bod la wtll 
pleased. Heb xiii 16 

Whoso hath this world b good, and seetb 
his brother liave need, and shuttetb uyt liia 
bowels of compassion from him, howdivell- 
etli the love ot God in him ? 1 John iii, 1 7. 

He that hath pitj upon the poor, lendeth 
nnto the Lord; and that which be hath 
gjven will he pay him strain. Prov. xix, 1 7. 

JBIoasi'.d is be that oonsicleretb die poor; 
tlie Lord will deliver liim in tjme of trouble 
Psalm xli, I. 

(While these Benli-nces are in readme, some (it 

the Hlms fgr the pour, and other devutinn!< of the 

piir|w)se ; and then bring it to the elder, who shall 
place it npoa the table.] 

After wkkh Ihi tlda sBa!! lay. 



jonr neighbors, and Intend to lead a new 
fife, following the conunandments of <iod, 
and walking fi'om heneeforth in his lioly 
ways: draw near witb faith, and take tbs 
YOiir eomfort : and make 
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Almifflity God, Faiher of our Lord Jesas 
Christ, JIaKer of'all things, Judge of all n un ! 
we acknoivledge and bewail our maiiitbld 
nns and wiLtedncsa, whith we from time to 
time most gnsvouHly have eomniittecl, by 
thought, word, and deed, a^nst thyDiiine 
MineBty, provoking moat justly thy wrath 
and indignation ajrainst us. Wc do earnestly 
repent, and are heartily sony for these our 
misdoings; the remembrance of them is 

CV0U3 unto US. Have mercy upon us, 
! merey upon us, most merciful Father; 
Ibr tliy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ's Bake, 
forgive us all that is past; and ^'aut that 
we may ever hereatUr serve and please tliee 
in newness of life, to the honor and jlory 
of thy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



O Almighty God, our heavenly Fathar, 
irho of thy great mercy hath promised fop. 
pveness of sins to all them that with hearty 
repentance and true faith turn unto thee : 
have mercy upon us; pardon and deliver 
us from all our sins, confirm and strengthen 
us in all goodness, and bring us 1o everlast- 
ing life, through Jesus Christ our I-rrcL 
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Almijrbty God. unto ivhom all bearta be 
open, ail desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid; tieansethe thou"lits of mir 
liearts by the inspiration of thy Iloly Spiiit, 
that wc may perfcolly love thee, and wortliDi 
magnify tliy holy name, through Christ oui 
Lord. Amen, 

ThmahntlAtddasay, 

It 19 very meet, right, and our bounden 
duty, that we should at ail limes, and in all 

J laces, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy 
'atber, almighty, everlasting God. 
Therefore with angels and archanffels, 
and with all the company of heaven, we laud 
and magnify thy gforioas name, evermore 

Giiang thee, and saying, Holy, holy, holy, 
rd God of hoBls, heaven and eartli are 
full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord 
most high. Amen. 

Thin skoU the dicr my. 

We do not presume to come to this thy 
table, O merciful Lord, trustii^ in our own 
righteousness, but in (hy manifold and great 
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under ijiy table. But 
Biou art the same Lord, whose property t9 
alwaj's to liave mercy ; Grant us, therefore, 
gracious Lord, Bo to eat the flesh of (liy dear 
Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, 
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that otiT sinful souls and liodies mar be inade 
clean by his Ueatli, and washed through his 
most precious b)oo(i, and that we niaj- ever- 
more dwell !□ bim, and he ui us. Amen. 



Atmlghtj God, our heavenly Father, who 
of thy tender mercy didst give tliine only 
Son Jeso9 Christ to suffer death uiion the 
cross for our redemption ; who maiie there 
(by his oblation of himseU" once offered) a 
mil, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, obla- 
tion, and satisfaction, for the sins of the 
whole world; and did institute, and in his 
holy gospel command us to continue, a per- 
petual memory of that his precious death 
until his coming again : hear us, mereiful 
Father, we most humbly beseech thee, and 
grant that we, receiving these thy creatures 
of bread aod wine, according to thy Son 
our Saviour Jesus Christ's holy institution, 
in remembrance of his death and passion, 
may be partakers of his most blessed body 
and blood ; who in the 
»ftme night that he was (l)//m'iSs dia 
betrayed, took bread ; (1) ^'°f"^"f '^ft/ 
and when he had given "" '""'*'' ■ 
thanis, be_ broke it C2_) (g) ^^ j^ ^ 

and gave it to his disci- break the 6rcuiJ. 

pies, saying. Take, eat ; 
this (3) IS my body whiuh (ayAndhtrtlelay 
is given for you; do this hi.^ hands apm atitti 
in remembrance of me. *"*'■ 
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Likewise aibjr supper lie 

took (4) the cup ; and (4) Here ht u la 

■when he had given tlianks, take tlu cap in kit 

he gave it to them, saying, '•^^ 

Drink ye all of this ; for 

this (5) is my hlood of the <.5)A!«llicnioIaif 

New Tesfeunent, which is ^"*",'^3'"!^ 

Bhe(' foryouandformany, ^",>^ " 

for the remission of sins ; 

do this, as o(l as ye shall drink it, Id ce- 

membrance of me. Amen. 

Then shall the miyUelvfirH raxivt the commumm tn 
AsiA kitidt Hms/lf, nnd llien proceed 10 deliver tht 
taiiie to the other miKisleri in like Tmaoier, (if my 
be presenlr) and after that to the people bItOj in 



The body of our I/jrd Jesus Christ, wliicli 
was given for Mce, preserve thy soul and 
boilg unto everlasting life. Take and eat 
this io remembrance that Christ died for 
thee, and feed on him in l&i/ heart by taiih 
with thanksgiving. 



The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
was shed for thee, preserve thy sold and Jxidg 
unto everlasting life Drink this in remem- 
brsuice that Christ's blood was shed for thee, 
and be thankful. 

[If the consecraled bread or wine be all siient ba- 
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pie rrpealing after him ererj piMim, 

Var Father mho art in heaven, halloivftd 
be iky name : thy kingdom eome : thy wiU 
he done on earth aa it w in heaven ; give aa 
ihis day our dtuly breaii ; and foi^ve us oar 
trespasses, as wi>. forgive them tl:^t trespass 
iigninst us : and leitd us not into temptation, 
hut deliver us from evil, for thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

After Khich shaU be laid as foUamth ;— 
Lord and heavenly Father, we fhv 
humble servants desire thv fatherly good- 
ness merciftilly to aeeept t'his our saerifice 
of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly 
beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits 
nnd death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and 
through faith in his blood, we and thy whols 
Churcli may obtain remission of our Mns, 
and all other benefits of his passion. And 
here we offer and present unto thee. Ol.ord, 
ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a rea- 
sonable, ho]y,and lively sacrifice unto thee; 
liumbly beseeching thee that all we who are 
partakers of this holy communion, may bo 
filled with thy grace and heavenly benedic- 
tion. And although we be unworthy, through 
our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sa- 
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crifice, yet wc beseech tliee to accept this 
our bouuden dutj- and service ; not weigh- 
ing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, 
tlirough Jesus Christ our Lord ; by whom, 
and with wliom, in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, all honor and giorj' be unto thee, O 
Fiitber Almighty, worS vrithout end. Amen 



Glory be to God on high, and on earth 
peace, gooil-will toward men. We praise 
thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, wo 
glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy 
great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, 
God tlie Father Almighty. 

O I*rd, tlie onlv-ltrgotten Son Jeaua 
Christ ; Lord God', Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, tliat takest away the sins of tho 
world, have mercy upon ua. Thou that 
takest away the sins of the world, have 
meruy upon us. Thou that takest away the 
sins of the world, recdve our prayer. Thou 
that sittost at the right hand of God the Fa- 
ther, have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy ; thou only art the 
Lord ; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy 



Tlien Ihe elder, if he see it emedient, may nut up 
Bn eitempare ptayer ; and aflerward shall let tba 
people depart with this blessing ; — 

May the peaee of God, which passefh all 
understanli!ig,keep your hearts and minds 
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blus^njr of OoJ Aliiiislity, the Fatliur, 
Son, and tiie Holy Ghost, bo among you, 
and rem^n with you always. Amen. 

N. B, If the el.ter be «trHit*ncd foi time, le may 
omit any part of liie service eiocp' ihe prayei of 



CHAPTER in. 



SECTION I. 
Tlie Form ofordaitdug a Bishop. 
The CoUect. 
Ai.siiGHTT God, who by thy Son Jesio 
Christ didst give to thy holy apostles many 
excellent gifts, and didst chaise them to 
feed thy flock ; pve grace, we beseech thee, 



ill Ite ministers and pasltirs of thy Church, 
t they may diligently preach thy word 
and duly adioinister the godly digciplim 



thereof; and grant to the people that they 
may obedientlj- follow the same ; that aU 
way receive the crown of everlasting glory, 
llirough Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 



The Epkik. Acts ss 
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they were come to bim, !ie said unto them, 
Te know from the first day thatl came into 
Asia, after what manner I hare been with 
you at all seasons, serving the Lord with all 
humility of mind, and with many tears and 
temptations which befell me by the lying in 
wait of the Jews; and how I kept back 
nothin" that was profitable unto you, but 
Iiave showed you, and hare taught you 

Eubliely and from house lo house, testifying 
Dth to the Jewa and also to the Greeks, 
repentance toward God, and faith toward 
our Lord Jesns Christ And now behold I 
go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not 
knowing the thin^ that shall befall me there ; 
save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in 
every city, saying that bonds and affiictJoos 
abide me. But none of these things move 
me, neither count I my life dear unto my- 
D that I might finish my course with 



the grace of God. And now, behold, I 
know that ye all, among whom I have gone 
preaching the kingdom of God, shall see 
my face no more. Wherefore I take yoa 
to record thb day, that I am pure from the 
blood of all men. For I have not shunned 
lo declare unto you all the counsel of God. 
Take heed, therefore, unto yourselves, and 
to all the flock, over the which the Holy 
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the 
Church of God which he hath purchased 
with his own blood. For I know this, that 
after my departing shall grievous wolves 
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enter in among you, not spannw the llocL 
Alao of your own selves sliall men arise, 
speaking pervei-se thinj^s, to draw away dis- 
ciples after them. Therefore wat<;h, and 
remomher that by the apace of three ypars, 
I ceased not to warn every one night a.id 
day with tears. And now, brethren, I com- 
mend you to God, and to the word of liiS 
^■aee, which is able to build you up, and to 
give you an inheritanee among al! them 
which are sanctified. I have coveted no 
man's silver, or gold, or apparel; yea, ye 
yourselves know that these hands have min- 
istered unto ray necesMties, and to them 
that were with me. I have showed you all 
things, how that so laboring ye ought to 
support the weak ; and to remember the 
Yforda of the Lord Jesus, how he said. It is 
more blessed to give than to receive. 



The Gospel. St. John xxi, 15-1 7. 

Jeans aaith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me more than these ? lie 
Kkith unto him, Yea, Lord ; thou knowest that 
1 love thee. He saith unto him. Feed ray- 
lambs. He saith to him c^ajn the aecond 
time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? 
He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest 
that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed 
my sheep. He saith unto him the third 
time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me ? 
Peter was grieved because he said unto him 
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the thinl time, Lovest ttiou me? And ha 
saiJ imfobini, Loiil, thou knowest all things; 
tliou knowest ihat I love tbue, Jusua aaith 
unto him, FtcJ uiy sheep. 

Or iJiis: St. Matt xsviii, 18-20. 

Jesus came and spake unto them, sajina, 
AH power ia given unto me in jieaveii and in 
earth. Go ye therefore and teathall na.tions, 
baptizing them in the name of the I'ather, 
and of fhe Sun, and of the Holy Ghost; 
teaching tliem to observe all tilings what- 
soever I have commanded your and lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world. 

(l//cr Ihe Gnirpil <md Ihe iinnoji are fimbfT, (fie rhcted 



We present unto 
ordiiined a bisliop. 



'hop ehtdl tn&vf the ra^^egatun jatten> 



Brethren, it is written in the Gospel of St 
Luke, that our Sa\iour Christ contniued the 
ivliolc night in prayer before he did choose 
and send forth his twelve apostles. It is 
written also in the Acta of the Apostles, that 
the diswples who were at Aiitioch did fast 
and pray before they laid hands on I'aul 
and Barnabas, and sent them forth. Let 
us, therefore, following the example of our 
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Saviour Clirist, anil liia apostlea, first fall to 
prayer before we adinil, awl send forth this 
person presiiiited to un, to the work ivliere- 
unlo we liust the Holy Gbost hath called 

Then shall ts said Ihia prayer foUovjmg .—• 

Almighty God, Giver of all ^ood th'ngs, 
who by tbj Holy Spirit hast appointed divers 
orders of ministers in thy Cnurth : morci- 
fiilly b«hohi this thy servant now called to 
Che work and ministry of a bishop, and re- 
plenish biniao with the truth of thy doctrine, 
and adorn him with innoceney i^ life, that 
both by word and deed he may faithfully 
serve thee in tliis offlte, to the clory of thy 
name, and (ho edifying aiid weU po\erning 
of tijy Church, tlirougli ihe merits of our 
Saviour JeBus Chiist, who liveth and reign- 
eth with thie, and the Holy Ghost, world 
■without end Amen 

That thi bahup shall say to him that ia to beer' 

Brothfr, fornsmuch a" the Holy Scripture 
commands thit we should not be hasty in 
layiii^rLiih nd3,andadnultinn;aiiy person to 
poi oviuiiont in the Church of Christ, which 
lie hiah piircliaped ivith no less price than 
the i:irLL:-iun of his own blood ; befoi-o I ad- 
mit you to lliii administration, I will examine 
you on certain articles, to the end that the 
congregation present may Have a trial, and 
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bear witness Iiow yon are minded to beliaya 
yourself in the Cbureh of God, 

Are you persuaded that you are truly 
called to this ministration, according to the 
■will of our Lord Jesus Christ ? 

Answ. I am so persuaded. 

The bishop. Are you persuaded that th* 
Holy Scriptures contjiin sufficiently all doc- 
trine required of neeesrfty for eternal salva- 
lion, through faith in Jesus Christ? And 
are you determined, out of the same Holy 
Scriptiu^s, to instruct the people committed 
to your charge, and to teach or maintain 
nothing as required of necesaty to eternal 
salviition but that which you shall be per- 
suaded may be concluded and proved cj 
the same? 

Aima. I am so persuaded and determined, 
by God's n;ra<:e. 

The hvAop. Will you then faithfully ex- 
ercise yourself in the name Holy Scriptures, 
and eali upon God by prayer for the true 
understanding of the same, soasTOU may 
be able by them to teach and exhort with 
wholesome doctrine, and to withstand and 
convince the gainsayers ? 

Antno. I will so do. by the help of God. 

7'he biihop. Are you ready with faithful 
diligence to banish and drive away all erro- 
neous and strange doctrines contrary to 
God's word, and both privately and openly 
to call upon and cncoun^e others to the 

An.<io. I am ready, the Lord being my 
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Tlie hhhfip "Will )"oii ilmy nil unfp)dline8» 
ani] woHilh' lust, anil live soberly, rijiht- 
eously, anil godly, in tiiis present work], that 
you may show yourself in all tilings an ex 
ample of good works unlo others, that the 
adversary niny be iishanied, haviug nothing 
to say against you? 

AiisiD. I will so do, the Lord being ray 
helper. 

The bishop. Wilt you maintain and set 
forward, as much as shiill lie in you, quiet- 
ness, love, and peace, among all men ; and 
such as shall be unqniet, diaobediunt, and 
criminal, within your disiriet, corrett and 
punisb acconling to aueh authority as you 
have by God's word, and as shall be com- 
mitted unto vou? 

Alll■^e. I w'ill so do, by tbe help of God. 

The hiskop. Will you be faitbful in or- 
flaiuing, seeding, or laying hands upon, 
others V 

Aiixw. I will so bo, by tbe help of God. 

The liiskop. ViWi you show j'ourself gen- 
fle, and be merciful for Clirist'e sake, to poor 
and needy people, and to all strangers des- 
titute of help ? 

Answ. I will soshowmyself, by God's help. 

Then thi bishop shall say, 

Almijibty God, our heavenly Father, who 
hath ffiven you a good will to do all tbese 
things^ grant also unto you strength and 
power to perform the same ; that he accom- 
plishing in you the good work which he hath 
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bejniii. voiimayticrriiimlperfprtatKlinvii 
bGii-iillp at the"last dav, ilirougli Jesus CU[ 
oui- I^rd. Amen. 

Then shall Vm, Creflw Splrilm, 6c laid. 

Come, Holy Ghost, onr souls inspire, 
A it'l lifikUm Willi cefcjrfi'n/ Ai*. 
Thoa the anoititiiig spirit art, 
ll'Au ilixtl Ihy *tcet'fiild giftii imparL 
Thy blt-BseU um^ti<jn from alwve 
Jx eimifort, life, ami _fire of love. 
Ivnable with perpetual light 



WUh the aliuHtlarice uflliy i/race; 
Kfep fiir our foes, fjive peaue at home, 
Whei-e Hiott art Guide, nn ill can amie. 
Tcaiih us to know the Father, Son, 
Anil Ihee ofbiiUi la he but one; 
That throuifh the ap'js all along, 
'J'liix wan lie uuv eti'llens miiig: 
Praii* to thy (ilenial merit, 
Ful/icr, Sun, and IMg Spirit. 

That ended, the bishop shall sny. 



Almighty God anrl most iiicrciful Father, 
who of tbiiie iafinjte pdiHliii'ss hast jnveu 
tliYoe only aiid (karly-btlovud Sou Jesus 
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Christ to be our Redeemer, and the aathor 
of everlasliiig life ; who after (hat he had 
ma<le perfect our redemption hy his death, 
and was ascended into heaven, pouted down 
his gifts abundanriy upon men, making sopie 
apostles, some prophels, some evangelists. 
Borne pastors, and doctors, to the edifj-ing nnd 
tDaking perfect his Cliureh; grant, we be- 
seech thee, to this Uiy servant, such gract 
that he may evermore be ready to spread 
abroad thy Bospel, the glad tidings of recon- 
ciliation ivith thee, and use the authority 
^vea him, not to destruction, but to salva- 
tion ; not to hurt, but to help ; so that as a 
■wise and failhful servant, giving to the fiinii- 
ly their portion in due season, ne may at last 
be received into everlasting joy, lirough Je- 
sus Christ our Lord, who, with thee and the 
Holv Ghost, livetb and reigneth, one God, 
vorld without end. Amen. 

Thea thr bishop ajid e'dm wfstM shall laj, tbrir Snndi 
upon W< h'-ail ffthn Aecled fHTSO", kneeling btfin 
them upon his knreat t/u bUhop saifingf 

fieceivo the IIo1y Ghost for the office and 
irork of a bishop iii the Church of God now 
ciminitled unto thee by the impoaitjon of 
our hands, in the name of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost Amrn, 

And remember that thou stir up the grsse 
of God wliitli is given thee by this imposinou 
of our hands ; for GoeI hath not given us the 
spirit of fear, but of power, and love, and 
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Thm Ihf I'ishop shall delhfT him Ihe Bible, saying, 

Give heed tinto reading, exhortation, and 
doctrine. Think upon the things contained 
in this hook. Be ddigent in them, that the 
increase coming tliereby may be manifest 
unto all men. Take heed unto thysell', and 
to thy doctrine ; for by so doing tiou uhaif 
botli rave thyself and them that hear thee. 
Be to tho flock of Christ a shephenl, not a 
tvolf: feed them, devour them not Holdup 
(be weak, heai Cie sick, bind up the broken, 
bring ^ain the outcast, seek uie lost, be so 
mereifiif that j'ou may not be too remiss ; so 
minister disci phne that you forget not mcrey ; 
that wlien tho chief Shepherd shall appear, 
you may receive tbc never-fading crown of 
glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amea. 



Jmmediatfly befort the berfdiction thaU ha taid thr 

Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to 
icnd down upon this thy servant thy heaven- 
ly Uessing, and so endue him with thy Holy 
Spirit, tJuit he, preaching thy word, may not 
only be earnest to reprove, beseech, and re- 
l:iuke with all patience and doctrine, but also 
may be to such as believe a wholesome ex- 
ample in word, in conversation, in love, in 
faith, in chastity, and in purity: t^t faithful- 
ly fuliilling his course, at the latter day he 
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may receive the ci'own of vighteouiii;cai laid 
Tip liy the Lord, the rigiileotis Jiii'^i', who 
Jivflh aitd reiirneth, one God willi the Father 
auij the Holy Qliost,ivorld without L-jid, . tnien. 

Prevent us, O Lord, in alloiirdoiiifisHllii 
thy most grncioua &i'or, anil further iik tvitb 
thy continual hnjp, that in all our tvorks ]it>- 
gun, continued, and ended in tbce, we niaj 
glorily thy holy name ; a,nd finally, hy tliy 
mercy, obtain eveHiistlng life through Jiaua 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The peaue of God which passeth all un 
dcrstanding, keep your hearts and nijnds in 
flie knowletljie and tore of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord ; and the Me)«inE 
of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost, he among you, and remain 
with you always. Amen. 



SECTION n. 

The Form and ilanner of ordaining Elders. 

[When the day appointpil \!f the bishiip is nomft, 
thetp shall be s Sfrmoii or p.Woiiniii.n. .irdi.tinj 
thedutyuiid office ufxu 

" ' ;s.-s: 

r oftifie.J 
After which, one of the eklcre shall p 



HO.-,- -„ Google 



"•V """' "•' P">W'- 

icy whi 
willing, tills day to oriiain ftldpra. 
^op atler due examination, we find not to 
the contrary, but that they aw. lawfully 
eallcE] to this function and ministry, and tlutf 
tiiey are perinns meet for the name. But 
if there be any of you who knowuth any 
irape<\iment or crime in any of them, for the 
wiiii'li lie ought not to be received into tliis 
holy ministry, lei liim come forth in the 
name of Goil, and show what the crime or 
iai[wdiittent is. 

[If any crimi or imppdimpnl be oiijfCitprl, Ihe 
until sunh limn ili Ihe pinky accused shall be found 



Tkert shall be said th« aU'rt. epistle, and gospel, at 
foUna,e,h. 

The Called. 
Alnn'chty God, Giver of all pood thinps, 
fho by thy Holy Spirit hast aiipoinfed di- 
ver? orders of ministers in thy Churuh; 
mercifully behold these thy servants now 
Balled to the olHce of eldera, and inpienish 
tiiem so with the truth of thy doctrine, and 
adorn them with inno^'ency ct life, 'hat both 
by won! a*- J good example they msy faith- 
fully serve thee in tliis office, la the (flory 
of thy name, and the edification of thy 
Church, through the mcriis of our ,Saviour 
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Jesus Christ, who liveth and reifniefh with 
iJiee and the Uoly Ghost, world without 
end. Amen. 

The Epistle. Eph. It, 7-13. 
Unto every one of us is given prufe. ac- 
cording to the measure of the gift of Chriit 
Wherefore be eaith, when he ascendtd up 
on high, be led captivity captive, and ft^ve 
gifls unto men. (Now that he ascended, 
what is it but that he also descended first 
into the lower parts of the earth ? He that 
descended is the same also that ascendnd up 
far above all heavens, that he might fill aU 
things.) And bo gave some, apostles ; and 
some, prophets; aiidsoine, evangelists; and 
BOmo pa.sloi'9 and teachoiB; for the pci-feet- 
ing of the saints, for tlie work of the miuis- 
tiT, for the cdifj-ing of the body of Christ, 
(in we all come in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of Gwl, unto 

stature of the fullness of Chi-ist. 

A/la- Ihis shall hr rrnd fi>t Ih^ Gospel, pari <■/ Ilt4 
UMhck^yUrof^Ljokn. 

St. John X, 1-16. 

Verily, verilj-, I pay unto you. He that 
enfcreth not by the door into the sheupfold, 
but climlieth up some other way, the same 
is a thief and a robber. But he that enlei^ 
etb in by the door is the shepherd of the 
sheep, i'o him the porter openi'th, and the 
sheep hear bis voice, and he calleth his own 
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alieep by name, and leadeth tbpm out. And 
■when he pullftth forth his own slieep, he 
p>etli before ihem, and the sheep follow him, 
for they know his voice. And a stranger 
will they not follow, but will flee ftom him, 
for they know not the voice of strangers. 
This parable spake Jesus unio them, but 
Ihe^ understood not what things they were 
whieh be apake unto tbem. Then said 
iesaa unto them apain, Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, I am the door of die sheep. AM. 
tliat ever came before me are thieves and 
robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. 
I am the door ; by roe if any man enter in, 
he shall be saved, and shall go in and ont 
and find pasture. The thief comelii not but 
for to steal, and to kill, and lo destroy ; I am 
tome that they might have life, and that 
tliey raij^ht ha\e it more abundantly. I am. 
the pood shepherd ; the good shepherd eiv- 
eth his hfe for the sheep. But he that is a 
hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own 
tlie sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, 
and leaveth the sheep, and fleelh, and die 
wolf eatthedi thein, and seatteretli the sheep, 
llie hireling (leeth because he is a hireling, 
and careth not for the sheep. I am the 
jTOOC shepherd, and know my sheep, and 
aiu known of mine. As the Father know- 
c-lh me, even so know I the Fadier; and I 
lily down my life for the sheep. And other 
slioep I tavc which are not of this fold: 
diem also I must brln^, anil liicy shall hear 
m» M>'ce, and there shall be ouo fold and 
o>^ .ucpherd. 
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Ynii have heanl, brethren, as well in your 
prii'aie e-tiuninafion as in the exhoriation 
w!ik-h was now ma'le to you, ^nil in the 
holy lessons taken out of the Goppcl, and 
th« writings of iho apostles, of what rfijjnit^ 
and of how great importance this ofBec la 
wh«reunto ye are caUutl. And now agatu 
we exhort you in the name of oar Lord Je- 
eos Christ, that yoo have in remembrance, 
into how high a dignity and to how weighty 
an otBce ye are ealleil: that is to say, to be 
messengers, watchmen, and stewards, of the 
Lord, to teoL'h and to premonish, to feed, 
and provide for the Jjord's family, to seek 
for Clirist's sheep that are dispersed abrwid, 
and for his children who arc in the midst of 
this e'vil world, that Ibcy may be saved 
through Christ for ever. 

Have always therefore printed in your 
remembrance how great a treasure is com- 
mittcl to your charge. For they are the 
sheep of Christ, which he bought with his 
death, and for whom he shed his blood. 
The Church and congregation whom yoa 
mtut serve, is his spouse and his tiody. 
And if it. shall happen, the snme Church, or 
any member thereof, do take any hurt or 
tinderanoe by reason of your negligence, 
ye know the greatness of the fault, ani] also 
the horrible punishment that will ensue. 
Wherefore consider with yourselves the 
end of the ministry toward the children of 
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GoA, toward t!ie sponge an J bodj- of Clirist; 
and see that yoo never cease your labor, 
your care and diligence, until you have 
done all that lieth in ^ou, acconling to your 
bounden duty, to bring all such as are or 
shall be committed to j'our charge, unto 
that affreement in the faith and knowledge 
of Goil, and to that ripeness and perfectness 
of age in Christ, that there be no plate left 
amoniT you, either for error in religion, or 
for liciousnesa in life. 

Forasmuch then as your office is both of 
BO great excellency, and of so groat diffi- 
culty, ye see with how great care and study 
ye ought to apply yourselves, aa well tliat 
ye may show you rsi;ltes dutiful and thank- 
ful unto that Lord who hath placed jou in 
so liiah a dignity; as also to beware tliat 
neither you yoaraelves offend, nor be occa- 
sion tliat others offend. Howbeit ye can- 
not liave a mind and will thereto of your- 
selves ; for that will and ability is given of 
God alone; therefore ye ouj^ht, and have 
need to pray earnestly for liw Holy Spiriti 
And seeing that ye cannot liy any other 
means coir.pass the doing of so weijflily a 
wo-k, pertaining to the salvation of man, 
btil with doctrine and exhortation taken 
out of the Holy Scriptures, and with a life 
agreeable to the same ; consider how studi- 
ous ye cught to be in reailing and learning 
the Scriptures, and in framing the manners, 
both of yourselves and of them that speci- 
ally pertain unto yoii, accovding to the rule 
Ot'the sama Scriptures ; and for this self- 
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Hame eauae, how ye oufsLt to forsake and 
Bel aside (as much as j-ou niayj all worldly 
cares and studies. 

We have good hope that you liave all 
weighed and pondered these thinijs with 
yourselves long hefore this lime : and that 
you have clearly determined, by God's grace, 
to give yourselves wholly to this olTieCi 
whereunto it hath pleased God to call you; 
so that, as much ae lioth in you, you will 
apply yourselves wholly to this one thing, 
and draw all your cares and studies thia 
■way, and that you wilt continually pray to 
God the Father, by the mediation of our 
only Saviour Jesus Christ, for the heavenly 
assistance of the Holy Ghost; that hy daily 
reading and weighing of the Scriptures, ye 
may wax riper and stronger in your minis- 
try; and that ye may so endeavor your- 
Eelves from time to time to sanctify the 
lives of you and yours, atid to fashion them 
after the rule and doctrine of Christ, that 
ye may be wholesome and godly examples 
and patterns for the people to follow. 

And now that this present congregation 
of Christ, here assembloil, may also under- 
stand your minds and wills in these things, 
and that this your promise may the mora 
move you to do your duties : ye shall an- 
swer pitunly to these things which we, in 
the name of God and his Church, shall de- 
mand of you touching the fame- 
Bo yoii think in vour heait that you are 
truly called, accoiijing lo the will of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to the order of elders 1 
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AnsK. I tliiiik so. 

Tlie Im'iiop. Are you pcrpuadeii that the 
Holy Scriptures contain suffii^ieDtly nil doc- 
ti'ine required of neeessity for eternal salva- 
tion tlirougfa faith in Jesus Clirist ? And are 
you determined out of the said Scriptures 
io instruct the people committed to your 
ebarge, and to teach nothing as raijuired of 
naceesity to eternal salvation, but tliat which 
you shall be persuailed may be concluded 
snd prored by the Scripture ? 

Amw. I am so persuaded, and have W 
determined, by God's grace. 

ITie bkhop. Will you them frive your faitif 
ful diligence always so to minister the doe- 
trine and sacmtncntq, and discipline of 
Christ, as the Lord hath commanded ? 

AnKw. I will so do, by the help of the Lord. 

The Inshop. Will vou be ready with all 
faithful diligence to banish and drive away 
all erroneous and strange doctrines contrary 
to God's word; and to use both public and 
private monitions and exliortationii, as well 
to the sick as to the whole within your 
charjte, as need shall require and occasion 
shall be pven ? 

AnntB. I will, the Lord being my helper. 

The bisJiop. Will you be diliscnt in pray- 
ers, and in reading of the Holy Scriptiinai, 
end in such studies as help to the knowli-dse 
of the fame, laving aside the study of the 
worW and die fferA ? 

Ansiv. I will endeavor so to do, the Lord 
beins my helper. 

The hkhop. Will you be diligent to frame 
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and fa'Won j-oursolves, and voar famlliofr, 
according to the doctrine of Chmi. : 4i.(l to 
make both yourselves and tlicjn, as ma-.h aa 
in you lietli. ivliolesome examples ana pat- 
terns to the flock of Christ 'f 

Anx'p. I shall apply i 
Lord beinii iiij helper. 

The biihip. Will you 
forward, as much as lioth in you, riuietness, 
peace, and love, among all Chrledaii people, 
and e!>peciallv among them that are or smiU 
be committee! to your charge ? 

Answ. I will so do, the Lord being my 

The bishop. Will you reverently obey 
yonr chief ministers, unto whom is commit- 
ted the chaTjje and government over yoa; 
following with a gim! mind and will their 
povlly aifmonitiona, submitting youraelves to 
their gotily judgments ? 

Annul. 1 will so do, the Lord being my 

Thi^ than the bishop, tmndi«g up, lay, 

Almighty God, who hath given you this 
rt'dl to do all these things, grant also untc 
you strength and power to perform rhe 
same; tliat he may awomplish liia work 
which he hath begun in you, through Jetiivs 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

1 After this the congreaniion shall be apsireil eb- 

catinns la Giid Tor all Ihe-xe tilings ' (□[ lh« wWuh 
prayeia there stittU be silence kept for a bjims.] 
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Afirr whirh shail ht said by /he tishap, Ithi pncrmi 

( -onie, IIolj* Ghost, our souls inspire, 
And linlilen leitk ctle.-'litil Jire. 
'I'liou the anoinliuir Spirit art, 
Willi il'ist Ikij eeveiifubl gifix impart. 
Tliy bicifsed uuctiuo from above 
7s tyim/iirt, life, anil Jire a/love. 
Knab!e with perpetual lijjht 
The 'lullness nJimT bliiuled fight, 
Anoint anil tneer our soiled htue 
With the ainai'laace of ihy t/race : 
Ki'ep far our foes, ^vo peate at home, 
Where thou art gmile riii ill can eimie: 
Teai:li ua to know ^le t'atlier, Son, 
Amt iJiee o/hitk to be but one; 
That throu;;h the ajres all along, 
77.T.< >w»./ ht: our ex'lkKx mm: 



\1 h Toil ao 1 1 ea enly Fallier, who 

f \ e lo e in 1 gooilnoss toward 

\ to us tl 1 oi Ij' and most dearly 

1 i I us CI nst to be our Hiideem- 

I u 1 or of c irlastiiig life; who, 

I n 1 le peri ct our redemption 

1 w iH ciM. ndud into liuavcn, 

1 uto the -world his ajiostles, 
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propliets, evangelists, doctors, and pastors, 
by whose labor and ministry he gathered 
together a great flock in all parts of the 
world, fo set forth the eternal praise of Ihj 
holy name: for these so great benefits of 
thy eternal ffoodness, and for that thoa haat 
Touchsafed to call these thy servants here 
present to the same offiee and ministry ap- 
pointed for the salvation of mankind, we 
render unto thee most hearty thanks: we 

Enuse and worship thee; and we humbly 
eseech thee by the same, tliy blessed Son, 
to grant unto all who either here or else- 
where call upon thy name, that we may 
continue to show ourselves thankful nnto 
thee for these, and all other thy benefits, 
and that we may daily increase and go for- 
ward in the knowledire and faith of ihee and 
thy Son, by the Hol^ Spirit So that as 
well by these thy ministers, as by them over 
whom they shall be appointed thy ministers, 
thy holy name may be for ever glorified, 
nnd thy blessed kinmlom enki^d, through 
the same, thy Son Jesus Christ our LotS: 
who liveth and reimieth with thee in the 
unity of the same lloly Spirit, world with- 
out end. Amen. 

When tldi prayer ii dmr., the bishop, v»th the elifra 
pnseia,Bknlllay Iheit kinds sevtralli/ Bpim Ihehead 
ofevtry one that Tecehielli lAi order ofddtra ; the 
recrivers humblg hunting upon their knaa, and tht 
bishop saying. 
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Clmi-ch of Ood, now committed unto f.liee 
l>)' tlie imposition of our him<is. And be 
thou a faitlif'iil dispenser of the word of 
God, and of hia holy eacrarnenta ; in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Anten. 

7'km the bishop skttll ddierr to cvrry on! of them 
hnetlingj the Bihle into his hands, taying, 

Tate thou authorih" ta preach the word 
of Goil, and to administer the holy sacra- 
ments in the congregation. 

Then Ike bishop shall say, 

Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to 
send upon these thy servants thy heavenly 
Hes^ngs, that (hey may be clothed with 
righteousness, and that thy word spoken hj 
their moutlis niay have such success, that it 
may never be spoken in vain. Grant also 
that we may have iirace to hear and receive 
what they shall deliver out of thy most holy 
word, or agreeably to the same, as the means 
cf our sah-atioB ; and that in all our wonla 
and deeds wo may seek thy glorj', and tho 
Hicrea^e of thy kingdom, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Ainen. 

Prevent us, Lord, in all our doings, 
with thy most praeious favor, and fiirther 
us with thy continual help, that in all our 
works begun, continued, and ended in thee, 
we may glorify thy holy name, and finally, 
hy tliy mercy, obtain everlasting life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The peace of God winch passeth all un- 
derstaniiins, keep your huarts and minda in 
tlie kiio'itled<>« and lovo of God, and of bis 
Son Jesns Christ our I^rd ; and Iho blesa- 
injt of God Aluiiirhtj-, t!ie Father, the Son, 
an<l tlie Holy Gliost, be among you, and re- 
main with you always. Amen. 



m Ae same dny the otder of de 



;he ilea 



The collects shall toih lie used: lirst ihal Tor den- 
oons, then Iha^ for el.lsra. The epistle ahall bo 
Ephes. iv, T lo 13. as befurs in thia office. Imine- 
dialely after which, they that are to be ordained 
deacona shall be eiammi>d nnd otdaioed an is above 
ptescrilied Then one of them havingreadlheGos- 
pel, nhich shall he Si. John x. 1, aslKfore in Ihia 
office ; they that are to Iw ordained eldern shall lihe- 
wisB be eiamined and ordained, as in this office be- 
fore appointed.] 

SECTION in. 

TTieForntandMannfrofmal:^^ of Deacons. 

[When Ihe day appointed by the bishop Is come, 

duty and office of such us come to lie odniilied dea- 



Jl/liT xchkh, ane n/thi rtderi iliaH jmunt mU iht 
bishop Ike pereont iv bt ouiahied deacons, and Ihcir 
names be:ng read aloud, the bishop shall any u-nto 
Ihv pfople : — 

Brethren.iftherebeanj-ofyoa wtoknow- 
ethanyimpeiiiment OTcrimein any of these 
peraons presciited to hs ordaiiied deacons, 
tor the which he ought not to be admitted to 
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tLat office, let him come forth in the name 
of God, and show what the crime orunpedi- 

,If any irime or impi'dimi'nt ho wntotrid, ihe 
bishop shiiH auicpHse from otdaining ihat person 



'Dim shall tn read Ihf foilowing collKt imd rpislh .— 

Tfie CoUecL 
Almighty God, who by thy dirine Provi- 
dence hast appointed divers orders of mi ois- 
tera in thy Churcli, and didst inspire thy 
apostJes to ehooee into tlie order of deacons 
thy first martyr, St. Stephen, nilh others: 
mercifully behold these thy servants, now 
calleil to the like office and administration ; 
replenish them so with the truth of thy doc- 
trine, and adorn them with innoceney of 
life, tliat both bv woi'd and good example 
they may faithfully serve thee in this office 
to the glory of thy name, and the edification 
of thy Cliorch, uirough tbe merits of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who livelh and reign- 
eth with tliee and the Holy Ghost novr and 
for ever. Amen. 

The Epistle. 1 Tun. iii, 8-13. 

Likewise must the deacons be grave, not 
double lon"ued, not given to much wine, not 
greedy of filthy lucre; holding the mystery 
of the faith in a pure conscience. And let 
these aJso first be proved ; then let them use 
10 



HO.-,- -„ Google 



the oflicc of a deacon, bemjj; found blameless. 
Even so must their wives be grave, not slan- 
derers, sober, faitliful in all tnings. Let the 
deacons be the husbands of one mfe, rulins 
their cliildren and their own houses welL 
For tliey that have used tlie ofBee ol' a dea- 
con well, purchase to themselves a f;ood de- 
gree, and great boldness iii the fuitli ivliich 
10 in Christ Jestis. 

Tkcnthatttliibiila^a 
are to be ordained^ in tni 

Do j-ou trust that you are inwardly moved 
by the Ilidy Ghost to take upon you the of- 
fice of the ministry in the Church of Christ, 
to serve Gtod for the promoting of his gloiy 
and the edifying of his people V 
Aitsm. I trust so. 

The bishop. Do you unfeignedly lielieve 
all the canonical Scriptures rf" the O^ and 
Bew Testament ?*_ 

ylnsiK. I do believe them. 
The bishop. Will you diligently read or 
es pound the same unto the people whom 
you shall be appointed to serve ? 
Ansta. I wilt 

Tlie bishop. Itappertaifieth totheofEceof 
e deacon to asast the elder in divine servicei. 
And especially when he ministereth the holy 
communion, to help him in die disti'ibution 
thereof, and to read and expound the Holy 
Scriptures ; to instruct tlie youth, and in the 
absence of the elder to baplJze. And fur- 
tiiermore, it is his office to search for the sict, 
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poor, and impotent, tliat thpy may he vLiItod 
and relieved. Will jou do tliis gladly and 
willingly ? 

At,sw. I will do BO liy the Uelp of God. 

ne bishop. ■\\"ill you apply all your dili- 
gence to frame and fiwliion your own liveis 
(and the lives of yonr families) acfonlinjj to 
the doctrine of Christ; and to make (both) 

f -ourselves, (and them,) as much as in yoa 
icth, wholesome enaniples of the flock of 
Christ V 

Annv/, I will do so, the Lord being my 
helper. 

The bishop. Will yon reverently obey 
them to wliom the ehiLrfte and govemiiient 
over you is eommitteil, Ibllonrlng with a ghid 
mind and will their godly adnionitions ? 

Aiwv. I will endeavor so to do, the Lord 
being my helper. 

Then Ihe hkl'^, hyi<-g h!> haids sf,:er/i!!</ „pmi thf 

Take thou authority to esecule the office 
of a deacon in the Church of God ; in the 
nnme of the Father, and of the Son, and Ihe 
Holy Ghost. Amen, 

TAeii shall At bUhnp ilrlnrr to ntni ene of them th> 

Hdy BibU, ,«y,ne. 

Take thou authority to read the Holy 

Scriptures in tlie Churth of God, and ta 

preauh the same. 
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Luke xli, 35-38. 
Irft j'tmi' loins be ginlcil about, hihI yonr 
lights Luruin^, and ye yourselves like unto 
men timt wait for tbi.'ir Lord, wheii Le irill 
return from the ■wedding, that ■when ha 
Cometh and knoclteth, tliey may open unto 
him imnieiliatcly. Blended are those wrvants 
whom the Lord when he cometh shall find 
watH'hinit. Verily 1 aay unto you, thai he 
■hall ginl himself, and make them to sit doim 
to miutt, and will i^^nie I'uHh and serve them. 
Anil if he sIihII oonie in the setond watch, 
or come in the third wateli, and fiud them 
K, blessed are those servants. 

[ThPH sliall ihe liishof. prweeii in Ihe eommiimon. 



ha,. iMl be SQlJ lliesc colkUs fMowmj^ :— 

Almifdity God, Giver of all good tliinsa, 
who ol' thy great gooilneas hast vouchsaftd 
to ae('<!])t and titko tliese thy servants inta 
the ollice of deacons in thy Church; makt 
ihom. we iM'sccch tlieo, OI.ord,tobemode3^ 
I)umlih>, and constant in their ministi-ation, 
end to have a rendv will to observe all spi- 
ritual diet ipline ; that they having always 
tlie testimony of a good ronscience, and con- 
tinuing ever Bta!)le and strong in thv Son 
Christ, nmy so well behave themselves m tins 
inferior office, tlrat they mav he found wor- 
thy to be called into clie higher ministries in 
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Cky Church, tlironjrh the same, iliy Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ ; to whom bu glory ami 
honor, world without end. Amen. 

Prevent us, O Lord, in all our doings, 
with thy moat gracious luvor, and further ua 
with thy continual help; thatinidlourworks, 
begun, con'jnued, and ended in thee, we 
may glorify thy holy name, and finally, by 
thy mertiy, obtain everlasting life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The peace of God, wliieh passeih all nn- 
dentaniling, keep your hearts and minds Id 
the knowled^ and bve of Goil, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. And the bleea- 
ing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, be among you, and re- 
main with yon always. Amen. 



CHAPTER rV. 



MATRIMONY. 



Firal, the hama of all thai art ta ie married toga&tf 

Sunday in As iirai of ilieUe service. (tu.(«j Hug 
be otherwise quatifiid actirrding to law,) the minir 



T the banns of marri;^ between 

Kof — — , and JV. of . Ifianyrf 

you know cause or just impediment whj 
these two persons should not be joined to- 
gefber in holy malrimonj', ye are to deelaro 
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gethft, thi mm dtt Iht rixbt Aanrf, ojiii tht waman 
m Ihi left, the minuUr ihnU my, 

Pearly beloved, we are gathereil feather 
bere in the sight of God, and in the presence 
of these witnesses, to join togetiier this man 
and this woman in holy matrimony : which 
is an honorable estate, instituted of God in 
the tjme of man's innouenoy,9ignifyin^nnlo 
us the mystical union that is between Christ 
and liis Church; which holy estate Christ 
adorned and beaudlieil with his presence, 
and first miracle that he wrought in Cwia 
of Galilee, and is commended ot St« Patj to 
be honorable among all men ; and therefore 
is not by any to be enlerprised, or taken In 
hand unadvisedly, but reverently, discreetly, 
advisedly, and in the fear of God. 

Into which holy estate these two persons 
present come now to be joined. Therefore, 
if any can sbowany just eause why tliey may 
not lawfully be joined tqjether, let him now 
(peak, 01' else ncreafter for ever hold hil 



I require and charge j-ou both (as yoa 
will answer at the dreadAil day of judg- 
ment, when the secrets of all hearts shaJl bo 
disclosed) that if either of you know any 



HO.-,- -„ Google 



imjiedimeiit whj^ yo", :iiaj' not be lawflilly 
joined together in matrimony, you do now 
confess it : for be ye well assured, that bo 
many as are coupled fngether otiiervfise 
than God's 'vord doth allow, are not joined 



(f BO impetimmt bt aUidgnt, then aluU thi miaisla 

M., 'Wiit thou hnve this woman to thy 
wedded wife, to live tqjether after God's 
ordinance, in the holy estate of matrimony? 
Wilt thou love her, comfort her, honor, and 
keep her, in sickness and in health: and, 
"orsaking all other, keep thee only unto her, 
« long as 



1 will. 
Thtn shall Ihs minister lay unto tht toDmon. 
N., Wilt tilou have this man to thy wed- 
ded husband, to live together allur God'^ 
ordinance, In the holy estate of matrimony? 
Wilt thou obey him, serve him, love, honor, 
and keep him, in latkness and in health : 
and, forsaking all other, keep thee only unto 
bim, so long as ye both shall live 1 

Tkt awnan shall answer, 
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I M. take thee JV. to be mj" wetJiied wife, 
to have and to ijolct, from this Any forward, 
for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, 
in ^ekne^ and in health, to love ami to 
chmsh, till death us do part, acconling to 
God's holy onUnance : and thereto I plighC 
thee my lidth. 

Thm iMl Ihn/ Inns' Ihtir haads, and Ihi w'mm kii* 
krr right band liking liv vwi by kta right haridf 

I N. take thee M. to be my -weddod hoa- 
band, to have and to hold from this day for- 
ward, for better, for worse, for richer, for 
poorer, in sickness and in health, to love, 
cherish, and to obey, till death us do part, 
accordin" to God's lioly oi'dinance: and 
thereto I give thee tny faith. 



O, eternal God, Creator and Presen-er of 
1^ mankind. Giver of all spiiitual grace, th« 
Author of everlasting life ; send thy blessing 
upon tliese thy servants, thb man and this 
woman, whom we bless in thy name ; tliat aa 
IsacTO and Rebecca lived fiuthfoUy together, 
to these persons may surely perform and 
keep the vow and covenant between them 
made, and may ever remain in perfect love 
and peace together, and live according to 
thy laws, through Jcsua Christ our Loid 
Amen. 
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Thm .,yil thtminklcrima Ihm Tight handt tog'iher. 

Those wliom Goii hath joined together 
tet Tio man put aaumler. 

I-'iirasminh as M. ami N. have consented 
together in holy wedlock, and have wit- 
nessBil the same before God and tliis com- 
pany, and thereto have pledged their taitli 
either to other, and have dedared the sama 
by joining of liamis ; I pronounce that they 
are man and wife tojietlier, in the naji.e of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of tlie Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 

Andlh 

God thi 

Holy Ghost, bless, preserve, and keep yonj 
tiie Lonl mer<'ifully with his favor look upon 
you, and so fill you witli all spiritual bene- 
diction and grace, that ye may so live to- 
gether in this life, that in the world to come 
ye may have life everlasting. Arrien. 

Thm the mmiiler ihaU siy, 
Our FatJier who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name ; thy kinjidom eome ; thy will 
be done on earth, as it is in heaven : give 
us this day our daily bread ; and foi^ivc as 
our trespasses, as we fomive them that tres- 
pas.° a^nat u$ ; and lead us not into tcmptr 
atioQ ; but deliver U3 from evil. Amen. 

Thm shall the mmistir iiy. 

O GodofAbraham, Godoflsaae, Godof 
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Jauob, bless this man and this woman, and 
BOW tlio seed of eternal life in Uieir lu^rts, 
that whatsoever in tliy holy word they shall 
profitablj' learn, they may indeed fulml tbe 
same. Look, O Lord, mercifully on tlicm 
irom heaven, and blesa them: and as thou 
didst send iJiy blessings upon Abraham and 
Sarah, lo th^r fireat comfort, so vouibsafe 
to send thy blessings upon this man and thif 
woman, that tbey, obeying tliy will, and al- 
fr&ya being in safety under thy protecljon, 
may abide in tliy love unto tb«r lives' end, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

God, who by thy mighty power bast 
made all dungs of nothing ; who also (after 
other things set in order) didst appoint that 
out of man (created after thine own image 
and similitude) woman should tike her be- 
ginning; and knitting them ton;ether, didst 
teach Siat it should never be Uwful to put 
asunder those whom thou, by matrimony, 
hadst made one : O God, wlio hast I'onse- 
crated the state of matrimony to suth an 
excellent mystery, that in it is signified and 
represented the spiritual marriage and unity 
between Christ and his Church; look mer- 
cifully upon this man and this woman ; fJiat 
this man may love his wife, according to thy 
word, (as Christ did love bis spouse, the 
Church, who gave himself for it; loving and 
cherishing it, even as bis own flesh,) and 
also tbat this woman may be loving and 
amiable, faithful and obedient to her hus- 
band; and in all quietness, sobriety, and 
peace, be a follower of holy and godly ina- 
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h-ons. Li>nl, Wess tliem both, and frrant 
tlicm to inlieiit tlij- evurlastiiig kingdom, 
through Jesus Clirist our Lonl. Amen. 



AlraigJitj' God, who at tlio beginning did 
create our first parents, Adam ami Eve, and 
did sanctify ami join ihcra lojKJtlicr in mar- 
riage, jiour upon j-ou the rithus of his gracei 
Bancfify and bless rou, that yo may please 
liim bolli in boily and eonl, and live togethei" 
in holy love luilo your lives' end. Amen. 



ThcmmnUr, mielmg ihrr^rpst. aid gumg brfire it, 
Aall say, 

I AM the resurrection and tTic life : he that 
boiicveth in me, though be were dead, yet 
?ball be live : and whosoever Uvcth and btlie- 
vctb in me, shall never die. John xi, 25, 26. 
I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
lliat be shall stand at the latter day upon 
tbe earth: and though after my skin worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see 
God : whom I phall see for myself, and mine 
eyes shall behold, and not another. Job ais, 
25-27. 
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IVe limiight notliing into tliis world, and it 
a certain we cjto cany nothing out, Tha 
Loni ({iive, and tlie J>inl lialb takt^n away, 
blessiil be the name of the Lord. I Tim. v>, 



Al thegravi, when the carpteis laiJ in the earth, iht 

Man that is born of a woman hatli but a 
abort tinie to live, and is full of misery. He 
eometh up, and ia cut down like a flower : ha 
fleeth as it were a shadow, and never con- 
tinue th in one stay. 

In tJie miitst ol life we are in death: of 
whom may we seek for suceor, but of thee, 
O Lord, who for our sins art jusdy dis- 
pleased ? 

Yet, Lord God most holy, Lord most 
mighty, holy and most merciful Savioiir, 
deliver us not into the bitter pains of eternal 

Thou knowest. Lord, the secrets of our 
hearts: shut not thy merciful cars to our 
prayers,but spare us. Lord mostholy.O God 
aiost mighty, holy and merciful Saviour, 
tliou moBl worthy Judge eternsd, sufler u* 
not at our last hour for any pains of deatli 
ta fall from thee. 



I beard a voice from heaven saying unto 
me. Write ; from henceforth blessed are tha 
dead who die in the Lord ; even so, sEulh 1I19 
Spirit ; for tliey rest from tUeir labors. 
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Lord have merci- uyiim ns. 

Our Father who art in hKareii, hiillowed 
betliytiame; tiiy kiniidom cothk; tliv mill 
be ilone on earth as it is in tyavtn : g^ve -js 
Ihis day our d^uly brfatl, and forpive us our 
treapaKses, as wu forfiivu them that IrespasB 
s^uitist as: and luacl us not intoti-mptatton; 
hu[ deliver us from evil. Amen. 
The Coll'^. 

O mereifu! God, the Father of our T>ord 
JestLO Clirist, ivhois the resurrection and the 
life; in whom whosoever belie veth sliali live, 
thouirli he die : and whosoever livetli and be- 
lievi^th in hun, ahal! not die etei-nally. We 
meeklv bcseeuh tliee, O Father, to raise us 
from tlie death of sin unto the life of rijrhte- 
oiisness; tliat when we shall depart this life 
we may rest in liim ; and at tbe peneral re- 
Eurrei'tion on the last day may be found ac- 
cepfable in thy a<>lit. unci receive that bless- 
ing whifh thy well-beloved Son shall then 
pronouufe to all that love and fear thea, 
Myini[, Come }-e blcsaed children of my Fa- 
ther, refeive the kingdom prepared for yoo 
from the beginninf; of the world. CJrant 
thi?. we beseech thee, O nieroiful Father, 
through Jesus Christ our Mediator and Re- 
deemer. Amen. 

Tlie graee of our I>ord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God. and the fellowship of lie 
Holy Ghost, be with m: " 
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PART III. 
fotal ?Etnno 



CIIAPTEK I. 

: BOtNOAUIKS OF TI 



1. The Xew-Tork Contkrexce shall 
consist of the territory now intluileil in the 
Ni'w-York, Pou^flikcepsie, Rhineb«i;k, Del- 
aware, anil Newbiirg Distritts. 

2. Tlie N"ew-Toiik East Cospkrescb 
Bhall consist of the East New-York, the 
New-IIaven, the HnrtfonI, and the Long 
Islanil Districts, including in the city m 
New-York, all those charges Iring eiiat of a 
line running throufjh the Tliinl Avenue, 
Bowery, Cliatham-strect, and Broadway. 

3. 'I'hB PllOVIDKXCE COSFERBNXE ahaH 

include th:it part of tlie State of Conneeticut 
hdng oust of the ConnoctlL-ut River, all the 
State of Bhode Island, with ]l>li]1ville and 
Blat-kstone stations In Massachusetts, and 
also that part of the State of Massacha-ntts 
lying south-east of a line drawn from the 
north-east corner of the Stale of Jlliode 
Island to the mouth of the Neponsiit River, 
which line shall so run as to leave IValpole 
Station and Qnincy Point within Ihe bounds 
of the New-England Conference. 
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4. Nkw-En-oland CnxFERSxcE shall 
■ndiiile all tlie Statt- of Hassachitsettf lyin" 
east of tilt) Ore«ii Mountains, not fimbrauea 
in tliii New-Ilampshire and Providcute Con- 

a. 'riio Maine Coxferexce sliall in- 
cluile tirat part of the State of STaine Ij'ing 
wist of tlie K«nnebei:k River, from the 
mouth to the Grunt Bend below SkowUtsran, 
and of a line running from thence north to 
the Scate line, (inpluding Skowhegan and 
Augusta stations in Maine Confereni^e,) and 
that part of Xew-llampshiro lyinif uaat of 
the white Hill?, and north of the waters of 
die Osnipee Lake. 

G. The Kabt Maixe Coxferesce shall 
include that part of the State of Mcuuo not 
included in the Alaiiiu Conference. 

7. The Nbw-Hampshihb CoNFEnE>-CE 
shall include all the Slate of Kew-Ilanip- 
' ' e not embraced in the Maine Coiifer- 



8. The Vehmo.vt Cosfeekkcb shall 
include the State of Vermont, oxccjit that 

Sart lying west of the tip of the (ireen 
lountiiins, embraced in the Troy Confer- 

<J. The TiioY CoxFEBEN-CE shall include 
the Troy, Albany, (ewbracxng lydimond- 
ville station,) Saratoga, Poultney, Burling- 
ton, Plattsbui^, and St, Albans Districts. 

JO. The Black Rivkr Cosfkhk.sce 
shall include, together with Rose Cin'ixit, 
that part of the Stato of New- York west of 
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lliR Troy Conference, tint embraced in fha 
Ea«t Titnesi^e Conference, as far south as 
tie Eric Canal, and all the societies on Ibe 
immediate hanka of said canal, except Utica, 
Caniftota, Blonteziima, and Port BjTon. 

11. The OxEiDA CoxFKRENCR shall in- 
clude that part of ibc State of New- York 
south of the Black River Conference, and 
cast of Cayuga Lake, and north of a line 
runnino; east from Newfield to Ithaca. 
From thence, followinft the Catskill turn- 
pike to Greene, and from thence following 
tlie same line of road throu^rh Maiwinvillc to 
fie New- York Conference, including all the 
chaises through whith said line passes. 
From thence on the west line of the Troy 
Conference to the Erie Cwial, includinif 
Fort Plain. 

12. The WroMiso Cosfekkkcb shall 
include (hat part of the State of New-York 
not included in the Onciila, East Genesee, 
and New- York Conferenee.s, and the Siis- 
quelianna and Wyoming Districts in the 
State of Pennsyl-vania, inclading Stoddaita- 

13. The East Gekesee Conferekcb 
etiall eontiun all that part of the State ctf 
New.york,_ west of Black Kver, Oneida, 
and Wyoming Conferences, and east of the 
Genesee River, excepting Lima station, in- 
cluding the city of Rochester, tM:ether with 
BO much of the Stale of Pennsylvania as ia 
included in the Elmira and Corning Dis- 

14. The Gekesee Conferekcb ehall 
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ineludo all that part oF the State of New- 
York, including Lima station, west of the 
East Genesee Conferunt'e, except so much 
aa is included in the Erie AnnuaJ Conter- 
ciii-e, and also Siiiithport, Cudersport, and 
Brailtbrd cireuils, in I eiinsyIvania- 
15. 'J'he EitiE Confer icsoii: shall b>i 
bounded on the north by Ijake Eric, on 
thii eml, by a, line commenuing at tlio mouth 
of Cattiraugiis Creek, thenie up said treek 
to tlia village of Lodi, leaving said village in 
tlie Genesee Conference, tlieneo to the Al- 
leghany Iliver, at the mouth of Tunar.- 
quant Greek, thence up said creek eastward 
to the ridne dividing between the waters of 
Claiion aiid Sinnainalioning Creeks, thence 
south to the head of Mahoning Creek, thence 
down said creek, exclusive of the Slilloii 
soL-ietj-, 1o the Alleghany Eivcr, thence 
across said river in a north-westerly dii'ec- 
tion to the Western Reserve tine, including 
the north part of Butler and New-Castle 
cimuita, and also including Petersbiirgh, 
thent-e west to the Ohio Canal, thence along 
snii! canal to Lake Erie, iutlnding Akron 
and Cleveland city. 

16. The Pittsburgh Coster ence shall 
DC bouuded on the north by the Erie Coufcr- 
enr^o, on tho east by a line running along 
the tops of the Alleghany Mountains to the 
southern line of the State of Pennsylvania, 
thence west along the line of tho Western 
Vii^inia Conference to the Ohio Kiver, 
thence down said river to the mouth of the 
Muskingum Eiver, thence up said river, ex- 
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elusive of the loivns of Marietta and Zanes- 
ville, to the Tuscarawas Eiver, tlience up 
said river, exclusive of ilietown oTMassillon, 
to the line of the Erie Conference. 

17, The Wksterjs Virginia Cosi-eb- 
ENCB shall be bonniled as follows: — Ei'gin- 
ning at the south-west comer of the Penit 
sylvania line, thence along said line to the 
aortli-etist comer of Ohio County, Virginia, 
so as to inclnde Wheeling Creek nus&Ion 
and Tnadelphia circuits; theuce the moat 
direct way to Short Creek, so as to include 
the Short Creek and Libertv circuit, thence 
down sMd erecfc to the Ohio Kiver, thence 
down said river to (he mouth of Big Sandy 
Elver, thence tip said river, bo as to include 
die Charleston disti'ict ; on the south and 
east it shall be hounded by the Baltimore 
Conference to the Pennsylvania State line, 
thence westward by said line to the place of 
be^nning. 

18. The Ohio Coxferencr shall oora- 
mence at the souih-east corner of the North 
Ohio Conference, aiid thenco south, follow- 
ing the course of the Muskingum Ejver to 
its junction with Ihe Ohio lUver, including 
the eity of Zanesvillo, and the town of M». 
rictta, thence down the Ohio lUver to the 
mouth of Oliio Crush Creek, thence north 
to the south-east corner of Fayotto County, 
leading Sinking Spring circuit and Bethes- 
da and Rapid Forge societies in Hiithland 
County, west of this lino, and Washington 
circuit east, except Ffurfield, which shafi be 
left west of said line, thence north-west ta 
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the ivesterji bouniSary of said comity of 
Fayette, thence in a due-north direction to 
the southern boundary of the North Ohio 
Conference, leaving Vienna circuit west of 
said line, thence east ivitli the southern line 
of the North Ohio Conference to the place 
of beginning. 

19. The CiSCINSATI COXFRRESCE BliaH 
cammence at the mouth of Ohio Brush Crock, 
and sliiiJl be bounded on the south by the 
Ohio River, and on the west by the Indiana 
Slikle line, to the aoutbern bounds of tlia 
North Ohio Conference, at the eouth-west 
corner of Dark County, thence eaatwardly 
along said line, bo as to ox[-lude the Sydney 
and J)olaware diatrieta of the North Ohio 
Conference, to the boundary of the Ohio 
Conference at its junr:tion with the southern, 
line of the North Ohio Conference, thence 
in a aoiith-easitwardly direction with Siud 
western lino of the Ohio Conference (o tho 
place of beginning. 

20. The Kestuckt Coxpekf.scb shall 



IVesterc Vireinia Conference, 

21. The NoKTH Ohio CoxrF.tiKscE 
hall embrace all that part of (he State of 
J)hio not included in the Ohio, Cincinnati, 
.'ittsbnigh and Erie Conferences. 

22. ITie MtcHioAX CoNFEiiESCB shall 
'nclude the State of Slichigan. 

23. The L.-DIAXA Cosi-krescb shall be 
bounded ns follows, yiz.: — Beginning at the 
mouth of Silver Creek, on the Ohio lUvor, 
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thence with said creek to the Jefferson villa 
Kailroad, thence by said railroad to Rotk- 
ford, thence by the East Fork of Wliit« 
River to Columbus, theiiee by the Madi- 
son and Indian apolU railroad to Franklin, 
theiiee by the Plank Road to the Bhiffs af 
White River, thence north by said river to 
the southern line oFthe Donation of Indian- 
apolis, thence east by said line to Mcnilian- 
street, thence north by emd street to its 
intersection with Market-street, thence west 
by Market-street to the Donation line, then 
south by said Donation line to the National 
E(Bd, Ihence by the National Road west to 
the intersection of the Greencaslle Sliite 
road, one-and-a-half miles west of Stiles- 
viile, thence with ?(ud State Road to the 
town plat of Greencastle, thence due south 
to Seminary-street, thence by said street to 
College'Slreet, including the second ch.irfte 
in Greencastle, together with lot No. 153, 
thence due south to the southern border of 
the colle^ grounds, upon a, line equally di- 
TJding tSe collejte campus and building; 
thence due west to the Walnut Fork of Eel 
River, thence down said river to its in- 
tersection with the National Road, thence 
with said road to the western line of the 
Slate, including all the towns on the Na- 
tional Road nest of Indianapolis in Indiana 
Conference, except the city of Terre Haute; 
thence by the State line to the moulh of 
the Wabash River, thence by the State line 
to the mouth of Silver Creek, the place of 
be^ning. 
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24. The NonTH-WESTERN Indiana 
CosKEUEN-CK shall cnibrai/e all of Korth- 
Western Indiana, boanilud norlh by the 
State and I^ake of Sliuhigan, east by the 
Michigan Eoad, and St Joseph River, 
south by Indiiina Conference, and west by 
the Slate of Illinois ; also the city of TerrB 
Haute, with ao much of the city of ludlan- 
apoiia within the Donation as lies north of 
Market-street, and west of Meridian- street, 
wilL all the towns on the Michigan Koad 
except Logansport. 

2a. The North Indiana Conference 
shall inolude all of North-Eastern Indiana, 
boMnded north by Miehisan, east by Ohio, 
south by the National Koad, and west by 
the Michigan Road as far north as South 
Bend, thence down St. Joseph Eirer to the 
Michigan State Line; also the town of 
Logansport, all the towns on the National 
Eoad east of Indianapolis, and so much of 
the city of Indiiinapolis within the Donation 
as lies north ^ ^rket-street, and cast of 
Meridian-street 

26. The South-Eastekn Ispiana 
CoNPEKENCE shall iticlude all of South- 
Eastem Indiana, bounded north bv the Na- 
lionai Road, east by Ohio, south by the 
Ohio River, and west by the Indiana Con- 
ference ; so much of the city of Inilian- 
apolis within the Donation, as lie'' south of 
Market-street and east of Meridian-street, 
and all the towns and societies on the line 
between Indiaiia and South-Easteru Indiana 
Conferences. 
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27. TlieEocKRiVEBCosFETiEKCBslial! 
include all of the State of Illinois Ij'ing 
norih of the line of the Illinois Conference, 
not included in the Waponsin Conference. 

28. The Wisconsin Cosferescb shall 
include tlie territtirj- embraced in the State 
of Wisconsin, with the addition of so much 
of Council Hill and Monroe circnits as liei 
ivithin the State of Illinois, and all the 
territory of Minnesota. 

29. The Iowa Conferes-ce shall in- 
clude the State of Iowa, and the tenitory 
ofNebraska; except aomuch as is occupied 
by the Indian Mission, now in connexion 
with the Missouri Conference. 

30. The Ilt-inoib Confehence shall 
include that part of Illinois not included In 
South Illinois Conference, sooth of the fol- 
lowing line, namely : Bej^nning at Warsaw 
on the Mississippi Elver, dience to Vermont, 
thence to the mouth of Spoon Biver, thence 
to the Indiana State line, embracing War- 
saw, Vermont, Havana circuit, Bloomington 
station, and Danville circuit 

31. The Southern Illinois Confee- 
F.NCE shall include all the State of Illinoia 
lying south of the following line — beiiinnina 
on the Mis^ssippi River at Gilead, in Cal- 
houn Counh', thence east to the north-weat 
corner of Jersey Couniy, thence isitb the 
Northern line of said county, thence with 
the Macoussin Creek east of Carlinville, 
thence east to Hiilsboro, in Montgomery 
County, toleaveHiUsboro,Carrolton,GreeQ- 
ville, Carlinville, and Hiilsboro circuits 
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within the Illinois Conference ; thence east 
through Fayette and EfGngham counties, 
to the north wust corner of Jasper County, 
thence with the north line of Jasper and 
Crawford counties, to Wabaah River and 
Indiana State line. 

32. The Missouri Cosfeuenge shall 
include the State of Missouri, except that 
part lyin^ south of the Oiaige lUver, and 
west of Miller, Pulaski, and Ashley counties, 
and tliat part of the ^Nebraska ternCory, 
embracing the Indian Alis^ons in sd^id tcr- 

33, The Arkansas Cosfekence ahal! 
include the States of Arkansas, Texas, and 
BO much of New-Mexico as lies east of the 
Kock J Mountains, and that part of the Indian 
territory west of Arkansas, and so much of 
the Sta,to of Missouri hs is not included in 
the Missouri Conference. 

Si. The Baltimore Cojjferesce shall 
include all that part of Virginia not embra- 
ced in the Western Vir^jnia, Pittsbuiwh, and 
Philadelphia Conferences, and which U 
bounded by a line commencing at the moiith 
of the Rappahannock River, rnnning with 
tMd river to the Ivead waters thereof, {in- 
cioding; Fredericksburg,) thence by She 
Blue Kdge to Hew EJver, taking in Floyd 
Cireaif, thence by New River, to the bound- 
ary of the Western Virginia Conference; 
and the western shore of ^Maryland, except 
a small porljon included in the Western 
Virginia Conference, and that part of Penn- 
Bylvania lying east of the Alleghany Mouii- 
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tains and west of the Susquelianna River, 
including Huntington aad Sorthumberland 
districts. 

8.^. The Pmi-ADELPHIA COSFERESCK 

ehal! include the Eastern Shore of Maryhnd 
and Virginia, the State of Delaware, and all 
that part of Pennsylvania lying between the 
Susquehanna and Delaware rivers, exeept 
so much as is included in Baltimore, Wyo- 
ming, and New-Jersey Conferences. 

3G. The New-Jersey Conferencb 
shall include the whole State of New-Jersey, 
Staten Island, and so much of the States of 
New- York and Pennsylvania as is now in- 
cluded in the Newton and Faterson dla- 

37. The Oregok Conference shall 
embrace the territory of Oregon. 

S3. The Caufobnia Conference 
shall embrace the State of California, the 
Territory of Utah, and BO much of the Terri- 
tory of New-Mexico as lies west of the 
Socky Mountains. 

39. The Liberia Conference. There 
shall be an Annual Conference on the West- 
em Coast of Africa, to be denominated tha 
Liberia Mission Annual Conference, pos- 
sessing all the rights, powers, and privileges 
oi' other Annual Conferences, except that of 
sending delegates to the General Confer- 
ence, and of drawinn; its annual dividend 
from the avails of the Book Concern anil 
of the Charier Fund. 
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GERMAN WORK. 

I. The Pittsburgh, the North Ohio, and 
the Cincinnati Districts, ivith the exci'ptioc 
of Lawroneeburg, are connected, with ths 
Cini^innati Conference. 

2 The Horth Iniliana rKstrict, as it new 
is, and the Indiana District, iviththeadditioQ 
of Lawrencebu!^, are connected with the 
Soufh-Eastern Indiana Conference. 

3. The St Louis, Missouri, and the Quincy 
Districts, with the exception of Pekin and 
Peoria ilissiona, are connected with the 
Illinois Conference. 

4. The Wisconsin and Iowa Districts, 
with the addition of Peliin and Peoria Mis- 
sions, are connected with the Rock lUver 
Conference. 

5. The German Missions in the east, 
remain in connexion with the New- York 
Conference. 



CHAPTEE n. 
OF cnuKCHEa and church 
SECTION I. 



Quest. 1. Is anything advisable in regard 
to building churches? 
Ansio. 1. Let all our churches be built 
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plain ani! decent, and with free seats where- 
ever rirai;tii^able;'but not more expeiiaive 
than 13 absolutely nnavoidable— otiierivise 
the nOL'ossity of raising money will make 
rioli men necessary to us. But if so, ne 
mu^l bo dependent on them, yea, nnd gov- 
erned by them. And then farew^ to Metb> 
odist discipline, if not doctrine too. 

2. In order more effectually to prevent 
oar people from contracting debts which 
they are not able todischai^e,it shall be the 
duty of the Quarterly Conftrence, of eveiy 
circuit and station, where it is contemplated 
to build a house or houses of worship, to 
secure the ground or lot on ivhich such 
house or houses are to be built, according 
to our deed of settlement, which deed must 
be legally executed ; and also said Quarterly 
Conference shall appoint a judicious com- 
mittee of at least three members of our 
Church, who shall form an estimate of the 
amount necessary to build ; and three-funrths 
of the money, aircording to such estimate, 
shall be secured or subscribed before any 
SQcb building shall be commenced. 

In all cases whore debts for building 
houses of worship have been, or may be, ia- 
curred contrary to, or in disregard of, the 
above recommendation, our mcmbei's and 
friends are requested to discountenance, by 
declining pecuniary aid to all agents who 
shall travel abro.od beyond their own cir- 
cuits or districts for the collection of funds 
for the discharge of such debts: except in 
Fuch peculiar cases as may be approved 
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by an Annua! Conference, or such agents 
as may be appointed by their authority. 

3. In future ive will admit no cliarter, 
deed, or conveyance, for any liouse of wor- 
ship to be used by ua, unless it be provided 
in such charter, deed, or conveyance, that 
the trustees of said liouse shall at all times 
permit such ministers and preachers belong- 
ing to the llethodist Episcopal Church as 
shall from lime to time be duly authorized 



S' the Annual Confer- 
expound God's holy 
word, and to esecute the discipline of the 
Church, and to administer the Eacramenls 
therein, according to the true meaning and 
purport of our deed of settlement. 

SECTION n. 
Ofllie Form of a Deed of Settlement.'' 
QiKSI. What shall be done for the securi- 
ty of our preaching-houses, and the premises 
belonging thereto i 

Amto. Letfhe following plan of a deed of 
settlement be brought into etFect in all pos- 
sible cases, and as far as the laws of the 
States res^ectivelY 'will admit of it. But 
each Annual Conlerenee is authorized to 
make such modification in the deeds as they 
may find the different nsages and customs 
af law require in the different Slates and 
Territories, so as to secure the premises firmly 
by deed, and permanently to the Methodist 

• For Uie old and full form of thfa deed, see page 210. 
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deed of .«et:tlcinent.' anything in the said 
form to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Tiiia IsDESTUite, made this 
day of in the year of our Lord 

one thousand hundred and 

between of the in the 

Slate of (if the grantor he mar- 

ried, insert the name of his wife) of the one 
part, and trustees, in trust 

for the use and purposes herein after n 



tioned, all of the in the State 

of aforesaid, of the other part, 

WITNESSETH, that the said (if 

married, insert the name of his wife,) for and 
in considerat^n of the sum of 
specie, to in hand pwd, at 

and upon the sealing and delivery of these 
presentg, the reeeipt whereof ia hereby ac- 
knowledged, hath (or have) given, granted, 
bargMned,eold,released, confirmed, and con- 
veyed, and by these presents dotb' {or do) 
give, grant, bargain, eell, release, confirm, 
and convey unto them the said 
and their successors, (trustees, in trust for 
the uses and purposes herein after menticn- 
ed and declared,) all the estate, right, title, 
interest, property, claim, and demand what- 
soever, either in law or equity, which he the 
s^d (if 

married, here insert ihc name of his wife) 
hath (or have) in, to, or upon all and singu- 
lar a certain lot, or piece of land, situate, 
lying, and being in the and Stale 
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aforesaiil, bournlcd and butted as follows, to 
wit, [here insert the several courses and 
distances of the land to the place of bcglu- 
ning,) containing and laid out for 
acres of land, together with all ami anaiular 
the houses, woods, waters, ways, nrivilegea, 
and appurtenances thereto belonging, or in 
anywise pertainine; to have axd to 
HOLD all and singular, the above-mentioned 
and described lot or piete of land, sitnate, 
lying, and being as aforesaid, together with 
all and singular the bau^!es, woods, waters, 
ways, and privilejpM thereto belonging, or in 
anywise appertaining unto them the swd 
and their successors in olHce 
forever in trust, that they shall erect and 
build, or cause to be erected and built 
thereon, a house or place of worship for the 
use of the members of the Metliodist Kpis- 
copal Church in the Unired States of Amer- 
ica, according to the rules and discipline 
wticb from tiino to time may bo sgrecrd up- 
on 3n[l adoptcii by the ministers and pronell- 
ers of the said Church at their General 
C n h U dSa ofAmei^ 

n f rth n d onjldence 

h h es re r liereaf- 

p m h in re and preavhers 



la d M h EpisLopal 

C Lu es au- 

G C nferenee, 

p d G holy word 



Cjiiogle 
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llierein ; And the saiil dotli by 

them presents warrant, and forever defend, 
all and singular tlie before-mentioned and 
described lot or piece of land with, the ap- 
purtenanuea thereto belonging unto them 
the said and their sueeessors, 

chosen and appointed as aforesaid, from the 
claim or claims of bim the said 
his hi^irs and assigns, and from the claim oi 
ulainu of all persons whatever. In testimony 
whereof, the said (if married, 

insert the name of his wife) have hereto set 
their liands and seals, the day and year 
aforesaid. 
Sealed and delivered in) 

the presence of us > 

(Two witnesEOS.) ) 

Grantor's (L. S.) 
his wife's (L. a) 
Received the day of the diite ] 

of the above-Written in- \ 

denture, the consideration f 

therein mentioned in full, j 
WitnessJ Grantor's (L. S.) 

CoifJi/y, ss. 

Be it remembered, that on the 
day of in the year of our Lord 

one tliousand perBonally ap]ieared 

before me, one of the justices ol' the peace, 
in and for the county of and Stale 

of the withm-named the 

grantor (if married, insert the name of his 
wife) acknowledged tho within deed of 
trust to be tlieir aet and deed, for the 
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uses and purposes therein mentioned and 
det-lared ; and she the said ivife 

of the said being separate and 

apart from her said husband, by mo ex- 
amined, declared that she bad made the 
same acknowledgment, freelj" and with 
ber own consent, without bi:mg induced 
thereto through fear or threats en her said 
husband. In testimony whereof I have 
hereto set my hand nnd seal, the day and 
year first above written. 
Here the just! (^c'a name. (L. S.) 

SE<;T10N III. 



Let nine trustees be appointed for 
ig ehureh property, where proper per- 
an be procured; otherwise seven or 



he stiitntca 
provide differently) by the appointment of 
the preacher in charge, or the Presiding 
Eldei nf the disti-ict. 

S. When any one or more of the trustees 
shall die, or cease io be a member or mem- 
bers of the said C^hurch accordin" to the 
rules of the diaeipline as aforesaid, tlien and 
in such case it shall be (he duty of the 
stationed minister or preacher {authorized 
as aforesaid) who shall have the pastoral 
charge of the members of the said Cliurch, 
("except in (hose States and Territories wLers 
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the statutes provide liiflerenlly,) to call a 
meeting of the remaining trustees as soon as 
conveniently may be : ami when bo met, the 
uuil minister or preacher shall proceed to 
nominate one or more persons to fill tlie 

Elaee or plains of him or them whose office 
nr offices] has [or have] been vai^atcd aa 
aforesaid. Prorlik'!, the person or persona 
so nominated shall have been one year a, 
member or members of the said Church im- 
jne<liatcly pret^eiling such nomination, and 
be at least twenty-one years of ape; and the 
Btai\ trujitees, so assembled, shall proceed to 
elect, and by a majority of voles appoint, the 
person or persons so nominated to fill sueh 
vacancy or vacancies, in order to keep up 
the number of nine trustees forever; and 
in case of an equal number of votcB for and 
against the said nomination, the stationed 
minister or preacher shall have the caisting 

Provided neveriielens, Tliat if the said 
trustees, or any of them, or their successors, 
have ailvanced. or shall advance, any sum 
or sum' of money, or are or shall be Tcspon- 
rible tor any sum or suxns of money, on ac- 
count of the sail! premises, and they the said 
trnstecs, or their successors, be otiiged to 
pay the said sums of money, they, or a ma- 
jority of them, shall be authorizeil to rtuse 
the Siiid sum or sums of money by a mort- 
ar on the said premises, or by selling the 
said premises, after notice given to the pas- 
tor or preacher who has the oversight of the 
congregation attending divine service on the 
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salil premises, if the mone^ due be not [mid 
to the said trustees, or their successors, with- 
in one year trfter such notice given ; and if 
6uch aJe take place, the said trustees, or 
their successors, after paying the debt and 
other expenses which are due from the 
money arising from such sale, shall deposit 
tlic remainder of the money produceil bv 
the said sale in the hands of the Steirard o;' 
Stewards of the society belonpng to or at- 
tending divine service on said premises: 
which sur[)las of the m-oduce of such sale, so 
deposited in the hands of the s^d Steward 
or Stewards, sliall bo at the disposal of tha 
next Annual Conference authorized as 
aforesaid ; which said Annual Confereneo 
shall dispose of ihc said money, according to 
the best of their judgment, lor the use of 
the said society, 

i. No person shall be eligible as a tnistes 
to any of our houses, churches, or schools, 
who is not a regular member of our Church. 

5. No person who is a trustee shall be 
ejected while he is in jtMnt security for 
money, unless such relief be given him as 
is demanded, or the creditor will accept. 

G. The Board of Trustees of every ci.- 
cuit or station sliall be responable to tho 
Qiiaiterly Conference of said circuit or 
siation, and shall be required to pfesent a 
report of its acts during the preceding year. 
12 
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CHAPTER III. 

OP SUPPORT A 

SECTION I. 

Of the Support of Bishops. 

]'icst. IVnAT shall bi; allowed for llio 

'-Ujiport of a Bishop, and how shall it bo 

raised ? 

Answ. I, The annual allowance of a mar- 
ried Bishop shall b« two hundred doUars, 
and his travelling expenses. The nnnaal 
allowance of an unmarried bishop shall be 
one hundred dollars, and his trayelling ex- 
penses. 

2. Each ehild of a Bishop shall be allowed 
sixteen dollars annually lo the age of seven 
years, and twenty-four dollars annually from 
the age of seven to fourteen years. 

3. Each Annual Conference shall pay its 
proportionate part toward the allowance of 
die widows and orphans of Bishops. 

4. Each Annual Conference in which a 
Bishop or Bishops may reside, shall annual- 
ly appoint a committee of three or more, 
whose duty it shall be to estimate the 
amount necessary to furnish a house, fuel, 
and table expenses, for said Bishop or 
Bishops, suMect to the action of the Confer- 
ence, and they are authorized to draw on 
flie funds of the Book Contem for said 
amount; and also for the amount of theit 
quartemgo and travelling expenses. 
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Of the iUojmnre to the Ministers and 
P eachc ? an I to tkeir Wtves Wdom, 
and Clildren 

I. The annual aJloirance of tlie mameil 
travelling, supernumerary, and superannu- 
ated preachers, slial! be two hundred dollars, 
and their travelling expenses. 

2 The annual allowance of the unmar- 
ried travelling, supernumerary, and super- 
annuated preachen, sliall be one hundred 
dollars, ana tjieir travelling expenses. 

3. Each child of a travelling preacher 
shall be allowed sixteen dollars annually, to 
the age of seven years, and twenty-four 
dollars annually from the age of seven to 
fourteen years; and those preachers whose 
wives are dead shall be allowed for each 
child annually a sura sufficient to pay the 
board of such child or children during the 
above term of years : Nevertkeless, this rule 
sbal! not apply to the children of preachers 
whose families are provided for by other 
Tieana in tbeir circuits respectively. 

4. The annual allowance of the widows 
of travelling, superannuated, worn-out, and 
supernumerary preachers, and the Bi^ops, 
shall be one hundred dollars. 

5. The orphans of travelling, supernume- 
rary, superannuated, and worn-out preach- 
ers, and the Bishops, shall be allowed by the 
Annual Conferences, the same sums respect- 
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iyely wliicli are allowed to tlii' eliildren of 
living prea;;liers. And on the death of a 
preiieber leaving a child or children witliout 
BO much of worldly goods as should be 
lecessaiy to his, her, or their support, Ihc 
Aiinoal fconfereuce of which he was a, mem- 
ber shall rMse, in such manner aa may ba 
deemed beat, a yearly sum for the subsist- 
ence and education of such orphan child oi 
children, until he, she, or they, shall have 
arrived at fourteen years of age. The 
amount of which yearly sum shall be fixed 
by a committee of the Conference at each 
session in advance. 

6. It shall be the duly of a committee ap- 
pointed by the Quarteriy Conference, who 
flbftll be members of our Church, to make an 
estimate of the amount necessary to furnish 
fuel and table expenses for the family or 
families of preactors stationed with them, 
which estimate shall be subject to the action 
of the Quarterly Conference ; and the 
Stewards shall provide, by such means aa 
they may devise, to meet such expenses, 
in money or othermse : provhled the Stew- 
ards shall not appropriate the monej's col- 
lected for the regular quarterly allowance 
of the preachers to the payment of family 
expenses. 

Quest. How shall the Presiding Elders be 
supported? 

Anav!. 1, If there be a surplus of the 

Sublic money in one or more circuits in hia 
istiict, he shall receive such surplus; jirO' 
t'ided he do not receive more than hb aa 
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nual allowance. In caso of a deficiency in 
his allowance, after suci surplus is ]iaid 
bim, or if tliero be no surplus, he shall 
sbave with the preachers of his district ia 
proportion with what they have respectiTely 
received, so that lie receives no more tlian 
the amount of his allowance upon the 
whole: he shall be accountable to the An- 
nual Conference for what he receiyes as his 
allowance. 

2. There shall be a meeting in eyeiy 
district, of one Steward from each station 
and ('ireuit, to be selected from among the 
Stewai"ds by the Quarterly Conference, 
whose duty it shall be, by and with the 
advice of the Presiding EWor, (wiio shall 
prc^de in such meeting,) U> take into cou- 
sidcration the general state of the district 
la regard to temporalities, aiid to furnish a 
house, fuel, and table expenses, for the Pre- 
rfding Elder, and to apportion his entire 
tlaim among tbe different circuits and sta- 
tions in the distiiet according to their seve- 
ral ability. 

The more effectually to raise the amount 
necessary to meet the above-mentioned 
allowances, let there be made weekly class 
colli ctions in all our societies where it is 
practicable : and also for the support of mis- 
uons and missionary schools under our care. 

If tlie above allowances are not raised as 
provided for, the Church shall not be account- 
able for the deficiency, es in a case of debt 



HO.-,- -„ Google 



SECTION m. 
Local Preachers to 7iO!"i! on AHoviance in 

1. Wliencvcralocal preacher fills tlie place 
of a trayelling preacher by the approbation o( 
the Presiding El tier, hu shall be paid for his 
time a eum proportional to the aUowance of 
a travelling prea::her ; which sitm shall he 
paid by the eirouit at the next quarterly 
meeting, if Iho travelling preaeher whose 
place he filled up were cither eiek or necce- 
Earily absent : or, in other eases, out of the 
allowanee of the travelling preacher, 

2. If a lo«>l preacher be distressed m his 
temporal ei re u instances, on account of his 
service in the circuit, he may apply to the 
Quarterly Conference, who may ^ve hira 
what relief they jiid"o proper, after the aJ- 
lowance of the travelling preachers and of 
their wives, and all other regular allowances, 
are dischai'ged. 

SECTION rv, 
0/fhe Qjialificalions, Appnintnienl,and Duty, 
of Ike Stewards of Circuilg and Stations. 

Quell. 1. What are the qualifications ne- 
cessary for Stewards ? 

Amm. Let them be men of solid piety, 
who both know and love the Methodist doc- 
trine anddisciplioe, andof good natural and 
a(^qutred abilities to transact the temporal 
Lusii'es-i. 
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Qu^sL 9. IIow are the Stewarcls to be 
appointed '? 

AmiD. The preacher havino; the chaqje 
of the circuit Ehail have the right of nomina- 
tion ; but tho Quarterly Conference shall 
^oiifircn or reject such nomination. 

Qimt. 3. What are tlie duties of Siciv- 

Ji isic. To take an esact account of aii 
the money or other provisions collected fur 
the support of prea<^hei-s in the circuit; to 
make an accurate return of every expendi- 
ture of money, whether to the preachers, tht 
sick, or the poor; to seek the needy Mid 
distressed in order to relieve and comfort 
them; to inform the preachers of any sict 
or disorderly persons ; ta tell the preachers 
what they think wrong in them; to atfenil 
the quarterly meetinjjs of their circuit ; to 
give advice, if asked, in planning the cir- 
cuit; to atlend committees for the applica- 
tion of money to Churches ; to give counsel 
in matters of arbitration ; provide elements 
for the Lord's supper ; to ivrite wrcular let- 
ters to the societies in the circuit to be moie 
liberal if need be ; as also to let them kno^v, 
when occasion requires, the state of the 
temporal concerns at the last quarterly 
meeting; to register the mam'a^s and bap- 
tisms; and to be subject to the Bishops, the 
Frcsiding Elder of their district, and the 
Elder, Deacon, and travelling preachers of 
their circuit. (See iilso S 5, art. 2, p. 184, 
and 8 6, answ. 2, paire 180.1 

Qsieu. 4. To whom are the Stewards a',- 
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(ountaUe for tlic faillirul j-erfonnance of 
ilieirduty? 

Ani'w. To tie Quarterly Conference of 
the circuit or station, ivliieh sliall have powej 
to (ii^miss or change them at pleasure. 

Quasi. 5. What nuuiber of Stewarils are 
Keccssary in each tircnit? 

Jnsm. Not less than three, nor more than 
reven, one of whom shall be the Eeeording 
Gfewari 



0/ raking Annual Supplies for the Proper 
jalion of the Gospel, relating up the Alhw- 
ance of the Preachers, ^c. 

1. EvKiT preacher who has the charge of 
^. circuit snail earnestly recommend to every 
class or society in lu'a eircuit to raise a 
ijuarterly or annual collection by voluntary 
rontribotion, or in such other iray or man- 
lier as they may judge moat expedient from 
<:ine to tiu.c; and the monej"3 so collected 
diall be lodged with the Steward or Stew- 
ards of the circuit, to be brought or sent to 
!he Annual Conference, with a, regular ac- 
count of the snms raised for this purpose in 
the classes or societies reBpcctivety. 

2. Wherever there remains in the hands 
of the Stewards a surplus of the moneys 
raised for the use of the circuit preachers, 
after paying the allowance of the preachers 
in the eircuit, let such sarplu? be bi-ought or 
"JDt to the Annual Conference. 

'■I Frvery preacher who has the chaise of 
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a circuit shall make a j-earlj- collection, and, 
(f expedient, a quartei'lj' one, in every con- 
gregation where there is a probability that 
the people wj!l be willing to contribute; 
and the money bo collected shall be lodged 
in the hands of the Steward or Stewards, 
and brought or sent to the ensuing Annual 
Conference. To this end, he may read and 
Enlar"e upon the following bints ; — 
" llow shall we send labourers into those 

{arts where they arc most of all wanted? 
lany are wiDing to hear, but not to bear 
the expense. ISor can it as yet be espeeted 
of them. Stay till the word of God haa 
touched their hearts, and then they will 
jrbdly provide for them that preach it. 
Docs It not lie upon us, in the mean time, 
to supply their lack of service ? To raise 
money out of which, from time to time, that 
expense may be defrayed ? By this means, 
those who willingly offer themselves may 
travel throngh every part, whether there be 
Bo.ietiea or noti and slay wherever there Is 
a CiJI, -without bein^ burdensome to any. 
Thus may the gospel. In the life andjiower 
thereof, be spread from sea to sea. Which 
of you will not Tejoice to throw in your mite 
to promote this glorious work ? 

" Besides this, in carrying on so large a 
work through the continent, there are calls 
for money in various ways, and wo must 
frequently he at a considerable expense, or 
the work must be at a full stop, fitany, too, 
are the occosioii/ii distresses of our preach- 
ers, or their families, which reqviire an. im- 
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mediate Bupjjly, otlierwise their hands would 
hang down, if they were not constrained to 
depart fiom the work. 

" TJie monoj" contributed will b« brought 
to the ensuing Conference. 

"Men and brethren, help! Was there 
ever a call like thia since jou first heard tha 
gospel Bound ? Help to relieve your con*, 
panions in the kingdom of Jesus, who are 
pressed above measure. Bear ye one an- 
other's burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ. Help to send forth able and willing 
labourera info your Lord's ban-eat; bo shafl 
ye be aasistanta in saving souls from death, 
and hiding a multitude of sins. Help to 






e eanli, till the 
knowledge of our Loid ahall cover the land 
as the waters cover the sea. So shall it ap- 
pear to ourselves and all men, that we are 
indeed one body, united by one spirit; so 
shall the baptized heathens be yet ar;ain con- 
Elrained to s:iv, ' See how these Christians 
love one another !' " 

4. A public collection shall he made at 
every Annual and every General Confer- 
ence, for the above purposes. 

6. Let the annualproduce of the ChaiteJ 
Fund, as divided among the several Confer 
ences, be applied with the above eontribu 
tions; but so as not to militate against iht. 
rules of the Charter Fund ; and also the an- 
nual dividend arising from tlie profits of the 
Book Concern. Out of the moneys so col- 
lected, and brought to the respective An- 
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nual Conferences, let the various allowances 
agreed upon in the second section be made 
up ; but each Annual Conference shall have 
full power to de termine , by a vote of two-lhi rds 
of all tbe members present and voting, who 
among the superannuated and supernumer- 
ary preachers, and the widows and orpbaua 
pf deceased preacbers belonging to the Con- 
ference, shall b« claimants on the funds of 
said Conference, and 'what amount each 
claimant shall receive from year to year- 
But in no case sbatl an allowance be made 
to any tiavelling preacher who has travelled 
in any circiiit -where be nnigbt, in the judg- 
ment of the Annual Conference, have ob- 
tained his full qoartemne, if bo bad appHed 
for it; and if at any Conference their re- 
main a surplus after making up all such al- 
lowances, the Conference shall send such 
sui-plus forward to that Conference they 
judge to be the most necessilous. 

C. Every Annua! Conference has fiiU li- 
berty to adopt and recommend such plans 
and rules as to them may appear necessary 
the more effectually to raise supplies for ibe 
respective allowances. Each Annua) Con- 
fci ence is authorized to raise a fund: if tliey 
judge it proper, subject to ita own control, 
and under such regulations as their wisdom 
may direct, for the relief of the distressed 
travelling. Buperannuated, and supernumer- 
ary preachers, their wives, widows, and 
chihhvn, as also for missionary purposes. 

7. It shall be ttc duty of each Atmual 
Conference to tale '^^easures, from year to 



HO.-,- -„ Google 



year, to raise 
Btalion within 
neces^tous eupprannuated and supernume- 
rary ministers, widows, and orphans. And 
the Conference shall annually appoint a 
commilfee to estimate the several sums ne- 
cessary to be allowed for the extra espanses 
of sijfh necessitous claimants, who shall be 
paid in proportion to the estimates made and 
the moneys in hand. 

8. Todefray the expensesof thedelegates 
composing the General Conference, a col- 
lection shall bo taken up in each circuit and 
station some time previously to the sitting 
of the Conference, and the sums so coilecled 
shall be brought up to the General Confer- 
ence, and applied to the object herein con- 
tempbted in proportion to the expenses of 
the several delegates. 



SECTION VI. 



Qimsi. What advice or direction shall be 

flven concerning the building or renting of 
wel ling-houses for the use of the married 
travelling preachers ? 

Am'.i?. 1. It is recommended by the Gene- 
ral Conference to the travelling preai'hers, 
to advise our friends in general to purclaso 
a lot of ground in each circuit, and to build 
a preaiher's house thereon, and to furnish 
it with, at least, heavy furniture, and to 
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settle the same on trustees appointed by the 
Quarterly Conference, according to the 
Deed of Settlement published in our form 
of ffiscipline. 

2. The General Conference recommend 
to all the circuits, in cases where they are 
not able to comply with the above request, 
to rent a house for the married preacher 
and bis family, (whan such are stationed 
upon their circuits respectively) and that 
the Annual Conferences do assist to make 
up the rents of snch houses as far as tliey 
can, when the circuit cannot do it. 

The Stewards of each circuit and station 
shall be a standing committee, (where no 
trustees are constituted for that purpose,) to 
provide houses for the families of our mar- 
ried preachers, or to assist the preachers to 
obtidn houses for themselves when they are 
appointed to labour among them. 

3. It shall be the duty of the Presiding 
Elders and preachers to use their influence 
to carry tiie above rules respecting building 
and renting bouses for the accommodation 
of preachers and their families into effeet 
In order to this, each Quarterly Conference 
shall appoint a committee, (unless other 
measures have been adopted,) who, with 
the advice and lud of the preachers and 
Presiding Eldens, shall devise such means as 
may sefem lit to raise moneys for that pur- 
pose. And it is recommended to the An- 
nual Conferences to malfo a special inquiiy 
of their members respecting this part of their 
duty. 
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4, Those preacliOTs who refuse to occupy 
the liouses wliich may be provided for theni 
on the stations and circuits where they are 
from time to time appointed, shall be allowed 
nothing for house rent, nor receive anything 
more than quarterage for theniaelves, tlieir 
iriyes, and children, and their travelling 
expenses. Neveiiheless, this rule shall not 
a[>ply to (hose preachers whose femilies ar« 
either estaHiahed Trithin the bounds of theit 
circuits, or are so situated that in the judg 
ment of the Stewards, or the above-men- 
tioned committee, it is not necessary, for the 
benefit of the circuit, to remove them. 





CHAPTEE IV. 




aE fiUPPOBT OF MIBSIONS. 


1. Thes 
the Chui 
as such. 


iuppoit of missions is committed 



are to bo established, to appoint a staiid- 
ing committee, (which shall keep a record of 
its doings, and report the same to its Confer- 
ence,) whose duty it shall he, in conjunction 
with the President of the Conference, to 
make an estimate of the amount necessary 
for the support of each mission and mission 
school, in addition to the regular allowance 
of the Discipline to pTeachcrs and their 
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families fi'om year to year : for which 
amount thu President of the Conference 
for the time being shaii draw on tlie Trea- 
mrer of the Society in quarterly instal- 

3 It shall be the duty of each Annual 
Conference to form within its bounds a 
Doiifijrence Missionary Society, which shall 
appoint its own officers, fix the terms of 
mcmbersliip, and otherwise regulate its own 
administration. But it shall pay all its 
funds into the treasury of the parent so- 

i. It shall be the duty of each Presiding 
Elder to bring the subject of out missions 
before the Quarterly Conference of each 
circuit and station within his district, at the 
Heat Quarterly Conference in each year ; and 
said Conference shall proceed to appoint a 
committee, of not less than three nor more 
than nine, (of which the preacher in ohai^ 
shall be chainnan,) to be called tiie Com- 
mittae on Missions, whoso duty it shall be to 
aid the preacher in charge in carrying into 
eft'oct the diseiphnary measures for the sup- 

5. It shall be the doty of the preacher in 
fliarge, aided by the Committee on Missions, 
to provide For tlie 3'iffuslon of missionary 
intelligence in the Church and congrega- 

6. It shall be the duty of the preacher in 
charge, aided by the Committee on Missions, 
to institute a monthly missionary prayer- 
meeting, or lecture, in each society, or 
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Chorch and congregation, wherever practi- 
cable, for the purpose of" imploring the di- 
vine blessing on missions; for tlie diffusion 
of missionary inlelligence ; and to afford an 
ojjportunity for voluntary offerings to the 
mis^onary cause. 

7. It shall be the duty of the preacher in 
charge, aided by the Committee on Missions, 
to appoint mitaionary collectors, and ftimigh 
them with suitable books and instructions, 
that they may call on each member of the 
society, or Church and congregation, and 
on other persons, at their discretion, for 
liis or her annual, semi-annual, quarterly, 
monthly, or weekly contributions for the 
support of missions. Stud eolleelors shail 
make monthly returns (unless otherwise in- 
structed by the committee^ to the preacher 
in charge, or to tiie Missionary Treasurer 
of the Church, if there be such treasurer 
appointed by the Committee on Missions. 
Such returns shall be f^rjy entered in a 
book, which the committee shall provide, 
together with collections and contributions 
received from other sources. Such entries 
shall set forth ttie name of each collector, 
the real or assumed names of the eontiibn- 
tors to each collector, with the amount con- 
tributed by each. 

8. Each preacher in chaise shall report 
at Conference, to the Executive Committee, 
or Board of Managpj^ of the Conference 
Missionary Society, a plain transcript of the 
record of the returns provided for in section 
seven, comprehending the name of each 
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colleclor in his uhai^e, and the name, real 
or assumed, of each contributor to each col- 
lector of Jif/y cents or upwards during the 
Sear; and the ajc^gate sum of all contri- 
ntions ucder //ri/ cents each, that they 
may be bv Kud Executive Committee, or 
Board of Managers, properly arranged by 
districta, and by charges, for publication in 
the Annual Eeport of the Conference Mis- 
sionary Society ; together with the contribu- 
tions and collections received from other 
Bonrces, unless the Conference shall by vote 
declare such transcript returns, and such 
publication, not to be advisable. 

9. It shall be the duty of the preacher in 
charge, ivith the aid of the Committee on 
Missions, to present once in the year, to the 
Societies, or the Churches and congrega- 
tioQs, die cause of missions, and to ask pub- 
lic collections and contributions for the 
support of the same. The manner of ask- 
ing and taking such collections and contri- 
butions shall De at the discretion of the 
pastor and the Committee on Missions, with 
tMa injunction, that the pastor shall preach, 
or cause to be preached on the occasion, or.e 
or more sermons; and with the recommen- 
dation that one whole Sabbath day be ^ven 
to the cause, on this annual presentation of 
misKons, in our principai Churches and 
congregations. 

10. It is earnestly recommended that each 
Sunday school in our Churches and congre- 
gations be organized into a Missionary So- 
ciety, under such rules and regulations as 
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the pastor, tlie superintendent, and teachenB 
may prescribe. 

11. Each Annual Conference shall desig- 
nate the month or months in which tha 
public collections and contributions ftr 
suasions shall be taken within its bounds. 

12. The President of the Conference, at 
each session, shall appoint one of its mein* 
bora, with an alternate, to preach a mission- 
ary sermon during its next succeeding 
session, at such time and place as the 
officers of the Conference Missionary S»- 
ciety shall deagnate, and said officers shtdl 
cause timely notice of such sermon to be 
published abroad. 

13. It will be expected in the examina- 
tion in the Annual Conference, reference 
will be had to the feithful performance of 
the duty of preachers on this subject in the 
passage of character. 

14. Each Presiding Elder is chat^d with 
seeing that the foregoing provisions, so far as 
applicable to his district, are faithfully exe- 
cuted within his district. 

15. The Corresponding Secretary of the 
Missionary Society of tbe Methculist Episco- 
pal Church shall be a member of such An- 
nual Conference as he may, with the appro- 
bation of the Bishops, select 

16. Any Annual Conference may, at ita 
option, by a vote of tivo-thirds of its members, 
assume the responsibility of supporting such 
misaons, alreaay established within its own 
limits, as have hitherto been reported under 
the head of "Missions in the Destitute Por- 
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tjons of the Regular Work ;" and for ihw 
purpose it ^all be at liberty to organize a 
Conrerence Domestic Sodert', with branches; 
proviiM such organisation shall not inlerfere 
with the collections for the Missionary Soci- 
ety of the Methodist EpiscoTOil Church, as 
required by the Discipline, Provided, also, 
that in case more funds shall be raised for 
such missions than are needed, the surplus 
ihall be paid over to the Treasurer ofUie 
Parent Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, at New-Yorlt, to be appropriated W 
(mch mission or missions, under the care of 
the Society, as may be designated by eaid 
Conference. 



CHAPTER V. 



Quc.'(. 1. "What further provision shall be 
made for the distressed Iravellinir preachers, 
forthe families of travelIingpreachers,andfor 
the superannuated and ivom-out preachers, 
and the widows and orphans of preachers? 

Ansjo. There shall be a Chartered Fund, 
to be supported by the voluntary contribu- 
tions of our friends; tbe principal stock of 
which shall be funded under the direction 
of trustees, chosen by the General Confer- 
ence, and the interest applied under the di- 
rection of the General Conference, accord- 
ing to the following regulations, namely : — 

1. The Elders, and those who have the 
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OVPrs!<>lit of circuits, slial! be collectors and 
receivers of subscriptions, &c., for this fund. 

2. The money shall, if possible, be con- 
Tcyed by bills of exchange, or otherwise, 
thmuijh the means of the post, to the general 
Book Anents, who shall pay it to the trustees 
<^ the fund : otlierwlse, it shall be brought 
to the ensuing Anntwl Conference. 

3. The interest shall be divided into tbi^ 
^•eigbt parts, and each of the Annual Coit- 



ferences shHil have authority to draw o 
" ' thpart out of the fund ; and if in 
•e Conferenceaapartless than one 



thirty-eighth part out of the fi 



thirty-eighth be drawn out of the fun 
any given year, then in sueh case or cases, 
tie other Annual Conferences, held in the 



Enrplus of the interest which has not been 
applied by the former Conferences ; and 
the Bishops shall bring the necessary infor- 
mation of the state of the interest of the 
fund, respecting the year in question, from 
Conference to Conference. 

4. All drafts on the Chartered Fund shall 
be made on the President of the ssud fund, 
by order of the Annual Conference, signed 
^' tlie President, a.nd counteragned by the 
Secretary of the said Conference, 

5. The money subscribed for the Charter- 
ed Fund may be lodged, on proper securi- 
ties, in the States respectively in which it has 
been subscribed, under the direction of 
deputies living in such States respectively; 
proeided, such securities and such depulieg 
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be proposed as shall be approveJ of by Ihe 
trustees in Philadelphia ; and the stock ia 
which it is proposed to lodge the money Iw 
sufficiently prc«liictive to give satisfaction 
to the trustees. 

Qtienl.i. IIow shall vacancies in the board 
of trustees of the Chartered Fund be filled ? 

Answ. The Board of Trusfces shall havs 
[Xiwcr to fill any vacancy or vacancies that 
may occur in their body by dea^h, rcsigna- 
fion, or otherwise, subject, however, to the 
approval of the first General Conference 
ihat may be held after such vacancy or 
i shall have occurred. 



CHAPTER VI. 



I. The principal establishment of (Ho 
Book Concern shall be in the city of New- 
York; and there shall be such other esta- 
blishments as the General Conference may 
deem expedient. 

_ 2. There shall be an Editor of the Metho- 
dist Quarterly Review and general books, 
and an Editor for the Christian Advocate 
and Journal, who, if chosen from among tie 
travelling preachers, shall be members of 
such Conferences as they may, with the ap- 
probation of the Bishop, select. Thero 
shall he an Editor at New- York of Sunday- 
school publications, whose duty it shall be, 
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in tonnexion with the Book Agents, lo 
superintend all suoh publications issued at 
our Book Room, and to have chaise of the 
Sunday School Advocate or other Sunday- 
school periodicals, and he shall he subject to 
the same regulations and reatiictions which 
govern the other Editore in New- York. 
The Editor of Sunday-school publications 
shall also be the Corresponding Secretary 
of our Sunday-School Union. 

8. Tliere shall be at Hew York an Editor 
of a Monthly Magazine and of Tracts, who 
shall be subject to the same regulations and 
restrictions which govern other Editors at 
New- York, and who shall also be the Coires- 
ponding Secretary of our Tract Society: 
as Editor of Tracts, he shall have cliarge of 
the publication of tracts in our own and 
foreign languages; as Corresponding Secre- 
tary of the Tract Society, it shall be his duty 
to raise funds in behalf of the Society, to 
promote the fonnation of Conference and 
other auxiliaries, to co-operate with the 
auxiliary societies, to make all proper efforts 
for the general diffusion of religious reading, 
and to make arrangements with the Bo<w 
Agents for the cheap publication of any boolc 
or books, speciallj" adapted \o promote evau* 
gelical and practical religion. 

i. There shall be an Agent and an As^st- 
ant Agent, both oi whom shall be chosen 
from among the travelling pi-eachers, and 
shall be members of such Conferences as 
they may, with the approbation of the 
Bishops, select. 
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Elate of Uie fidances will admit, and Che de- 
mands may requive. It shall be their duly 
to eeud an exhibit of the state of the Book 
Concern at New-York to each session of the 
Annual Conferences, and report quai]ren- 
aiallj to the General Conference. They 
shall also inform the Conferences of any 
trilhin their respective bounds nho neglect 
to make payment, that measures may be 
taken to collect or seture such debts; and 
they shall not allon any claim to run beyond 
one year from (he time it was due withouE 
repordng it to the Conference. They shall 
puolish such books and tracts as are recom' 
mended by the General Conference, and 
may, if approved by the Editors, publisli 
such as are recommended by the Book Com- 
mittee at New-York, or recommended by an 
Annual Conference; and they may reprint 
any book or tract which has been once ap- 
proved and published by us, when in theiv 
judgment, and in the judgment of Ihii 
Editors, tie same ought to oe reprinted ; 
or they may publish any new work whieh 
may be approved by the Editors. 

6. The Book Committee at New-York 
ehall conast of seven travelling ministers, to 
I* chosen by the General Conlerence. Dm^- 
ingthe intervals of the General Conference, 
they shall have power to fill any vacancy 
that may occur in their own body. It shdl 
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i» the duty of the Book Committee to exam- 
ine into the condition of the Book Concern, 
to inspect the acconnls of the Agents, and 
make a report thereof yearly to idl the An- 
nual Conferences, and to the General Con- 
ference. They shall also attend to such 
matters as may be referred to than by tha 
Edit-irs or Agents for their action or counsel. 
And ihey shall have power to suspend an 
Editor or Agent from Ills official relation as 
such, if they judge it necessary for the inter- 
ests of the Church and the Concern. And 
a time shall be fixed, at as early a day as 
practicable, for the investipition of the offi- 
cial conduct of the said Editor or Agent, at 
which two or more of the Bishops shall be 
requested to attend ; and by the concurrence 
of the Bishops present, and of the majority 
of the Committee, he may he removed from 
office in the interval of the General Con- 
ference. And in case a vacancy occurs in 
any of the agencies or editorial departments 
authorized by the General Conference, it 
shall be the duty of the Book Committee, 
and two or more of the General Superintend- 
ents, as soon as practicable, fo provide for 
such vacancy nntil the next General Cci* 
ference, 

7. There shall he an Agent and an Assist- 
ant Agent to conduct the Book Concern in 
Cincinnati, to he chosen from among the 
travelling preachers, who shall manage the 
business in the western country, so as to co- 
Dperata with the Agents at New-York, and 
shall be members of such Conferences aa 
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they may, with tho approbation of the 
Bishops, select. 

(1.) They shall have authority lo publish 
any book or tract which has been previously 
published by the Agents at New-York, when 
in their judgment, and in the judgment of 
the Eook Committee, the demand for sueh 
publication will jostify, and the interests of 
the Church require it. Provided, they shall 
not reprint our lai^ works, such as the 
Commentaries, quarto Bible, Wesley's and 
Fletcher's Works, or any other work con- 
taining more than seven hundred pages. 
And the Agents at New- York shall fill the 
orders for the Agents at Cincinnati for the 
plates of such books or tracts ; and when the 
-Agents at New- York are about to issue any 
new work of less than seven hundred pi^es, 
they shall, when practicable, give notice to 
the Agents at Cincinnati, and furnish, if or- 
dered by tliem, duplicate plates, which, with 
the above, shall be at cost. 

(2.) They shall publish such books and 
tracts aa are recommeilded to them for pub- 
iiealioli by the General Conference; and 
Ihey may publish any new work which shall 
!« approved by the Editors ; and may pub- 
lith any work recommended by the Book 
Committee at Cincinnati, or by an Annual 
Conference, if approved by the Editors. 

(3.) Printed sneets ordered by the Agenta 
from New- York shall be sent at fifty per 
cent., and bound books of the General Cata- 
Ic^ue at forty per cent., discount from the 
retwl prices; and those ordered from Cin- 
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dnnati to Kew-York to be sent on the same 
terms, the agency sending the books to ba 
charged wth the expense of transportaiion. 

(4.) It shall be the duty of the Agents to 
send an exhibit of the state of the Book Con- 
cern at Cincinnati, to each session of ail the 
Annual Conferences, and report quadrenni- 
ally to the General Conference. They shall 
also inform the Conferences of any within 
their respective hounds who neglect to make 
pBTment, that measures may be taken to 
coUect or secure such debts ; and they shall 
not allow any claim to run bevond one year 
from the time it was due without reporting 
it to the Conference. 

(5.) The Book Committee of this depart- 
ment of the Book Concern shall coniist of 
seven travelling ministers, to be chosen by 
the General Conference, whose powers and 
duties in reference to this establishment 
sbaJl be the same as those of the Book Com- 
mittee at New-York in relation to the Con- 

(6.) The Agentsoflhis establishment shall 
remit to the A^nla at New-York during the 
current year as largely and frequently as 
their funds will allow, and to the full amount 
(rfstcckfurnished, if practicable. They shall 
also remit any surplus funds that may be in 
their hands after defraying the expense of 
conducting their buaness, which shall be 
added to the profits of the Concern at New- 
York, and .ippropriated to the same pui^ 

(7.) Thei-e shall be an Editorof the Ladles' 
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Repository, general books and tracts, except 
those in ihe German language, and an Editor 
of the Western Christian Advocate, who, if 
chosen from among the travelling preach- 
ers, shall be njembers of such Conferences 
as they may, with the approbation of the 
Bishops, select. 

(8.) There shall be an Editor in the Ger- 
man department, who shall have charge of 
the Christian Apologist, and perform d^l the 
editorial duties necessary in the printing of 
such books and tracts as may be recommend- 
ed to tlie a^nts as above, for publication in 
the German language. 

8. Every Annual Conference shall ap- 
point a committee, who, in the absence of tSe 
Agent, shall attend to the collection of the 
accounts sent out from the Book Concern, 
and return an aeuurate report of the same. 
Tbey shall also report to the Conference 
any claims which may have been one year 
due, that they may be collected or secured. 
Every Presiding Elder, minister.and preach- 
er, shall do everything in his power to recover 
all debts due to the Concern, for books or 

feriodicals, within the bounds of his charge, 
f any person, "preacher, or member, be in- 
debted to the Book Concern, and refuse or 
neglect to make payment, or to come to a 
just settlement, let him be dealt with in the 
same manner as is directed in other cases of 
debt and disputed accounts, (See part i, 

9. Whenever a member of an Annual 
Conference applies for a locadon, it shall 1>« 



HO.-,- -„ Google 



asked in aJI cases, Is he indeblcil to the 
Book Coacern ? and if it be ascertained 
that he is, the Conference shiiU require him 
to secure said debt, if they judge it at aH 
necessary or proper, before tney grant bite 
B location. Whenever any claimant on the 
funds of a Conference shall be ia iltbt 
to the Book Concern, the Conference of 
which he is a member shall have power 
to appropriate the amount of such claim, 
or any part thereof, to the payment of said 

10. In addition to the Christian Advocate 
and Journal, and the Western Christian 
Advocate, there shall be ^milar papen 
established in Fittsburgh,Pa. ; Auburn, New- 
York; Chie^, lU.; 8L Loub, Ma, (when 
the agents at Cincinnati deem it advisa- 
ble;) and San Francisco, California. The 
Pittsburgh Conference shall appoint from 
their own members a Publishing Committee, 
uon^sting of three, whose duties shi^l be 
fflmilar to those of the Book Committees of 
New-York and Cincinnati, so far as they 
may be applicable to the Kttsbuvgh Chris- 
tian Advocate. In Ihe case of the Northern 
Christian Advocate, the Publishing Commit, 
tee shall be appointed by the Oneida, 
Genesee, East Genesee, Black River, and 
Wyominn; Conferences, and shall consist of 
one member from each of these Conferences, 
to be chosen annually. There shall be a 
Publishing Committee for the North- Western 
Christian Advocate, consisting of one mem- 
ber from each of the following Conferences, 
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to be selecled by the Conferences respect- 
ively; namely, Bock River, Michigan, North- 
western Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, and Wiacon- 
gin; 'wboseduty shall be similar to that (ftho 
J3ook Committee at New- York and Cincin- 
nati, so far as it may be applicable to the 
establishment, A committee of one from 
the Illinois, one from the Southern lUlnois, 
one from the Iowa, one from the Arkansas, 
and one from Ihe Missouri Conferences, to 
be selected by the Conferences respective- 
ly, shall superintend the publication of 
flie paper authorized to be published at 
St. Louis, Mo.; and on the nomination of 
eaid committee and recommendation of the 
Missouri Conference, the Pre^ding Bishop 
shall be requested to appoint an editor 
for said paper, when the Book Agents at 
Cincinnati shall have determined on its 
publication; and the dudes of said com- 
mittee shall be umilar to those of the Pub- 
lishing Committee at Clucago. There shall 
be a Publishing Committee, conaistin" of 
four members, to be selected by the Cali- 
fornia, and one by the Oregon Annual 
Conference, whose duties shall be similar 
to the Book Committees at New-York and 
Cincinnati, so far as thej' may be applicable 
to the California Christian Advocate. 

11. The editorsofthe papers at Pittsburgh, 
Auburn, Clucago, and San Francisco, shall 
be elected by the General Conference. And 
in ease of vacancy by death, resinnation, or 
otherwise,in either of these eslabliahmenta, 
the Annual Conferencp where it is located 
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12. ?TiJ' 



1 have authority to fill saci Tacancy is 
- wHe'i 

c Publishing Committee in each of 

:e establishments shall keep an at^count 
of the receipts and expenditures for the 
paper, correspond with the agents at Now- 
York, hold all moneys, after defraying car- 
rent expenses, subject to their order, and 
shall report annually on the state of the 
establishment to their Conference, and to 
the agents at New-York. And whenever 
it shall be foand that such papers do not 
fiilly aupport themselves, it shall be the duty 
of the Annual Conferences within whose 
bounda they are established, to discontinue 
them, and report to the agents at New- York 
the state of the accounts on the final settle- 
ment of the business ; and if there be any 
loss, the said agents shall take the earliest 
opportunity to dischai^ the debt. 

13. The Annual Conferences are affec- 
tionately and earnestly requested not to 
establish any moTe CoTfierence papers; and 
■where such papers exist, t5iey may be dis- 
continued when it can be done consistently 
with existing obli'iations. 

14. There shall ba a depoatory of our 
books at Pittsburgh, Pa. ; at Boston, ftJAss.; 
and at San Francisco, Cal., furnished by the 
agents at New-York with full supplies of the 
traoks of our General Catalogue, Sunilay- 
•chool books and tracfe, to be sold for tha 
Concern on the same terms as at New-York. 
Provided, that there shall not be i..ore than 
fiA«en thousand dollars' worth at Pittsbui^h, 
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nor more than len thousand dollars' worth at 
Boston. There shall also be a depository at 
Chicago, 111., and one at SL Louis, Mo., to 
be supplied by the agents at Cincinnati. 
Depositories shall also be established at 
Bufi'alo and Auburn, N. Y., and at Wash- 
ington, D. C., at the discretion of the New- 
York Book Agents. 

15, The expenses incident to the trans- 

Cta^on, management, and sale of oui 
ks at these depositories, having been met 
out of the sales according lo an arrangement 
Tpith the agents at New.Yorlt, the net pro- 
ceeds shall be forwarded lo said ^enU as 
fast as possible. 

IG. Full statements shall be made to tbe 
agents at New-York semi-annually, at dates 
fixed by them, of the amount of salea, 
ancl of expenses ; distinguishing cash sales 
from those on credit Ami also, annual 
statements shall be made of the amount of 



depositories is not wel! managed, c 

es are not duly made, they shall 
e thereof to thecommitlee or com- 
pacting for the Annual Conference, 
or to the Annual Confen-nte, who shall im- 
incdiitely correct the error complained of, 
or cause tbe affairs of the depository to be 

18. The saiiiries for tht- ■fupport of editors 
and aj;^its in all o;ir biwik ami periodical 
tstabli^hments, shall be (i,\.cd bv the General 
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Conference, or by comimttees appointed bj 
that bmi}'. 

19. Ko books shall hereafter be Issued on 
coDiniission, either from New- York, Cincin- 
nati, or any other dejiository or establish- 
ment uniler our direction. 

20. The profits arising from the Book 
Concern, after a suffitient capital to carry 
on the business is retained, shall be regu- 
larly applied to the support of the deficient 
fravelhng preachers and their families, the 
widows and orphans of preachers, &c. The 
Book Agents shall every year send forward 
to each Annual Conference an account of 
the dividend which the several Annual Con- 
ferences may draw that year; and each 
Conference may draw for its proportionate 



the Conference thereon, shall be sent tr 
Book Agents, and be placed to the credit of 
the person who paid Uie same. 

21. Any trayelling preacher who may 
rmblish any work or book of his own, shall 
be responsible to his Conference for any 
obnoxious matter or doctrine therein con- 
tained. 

22. No editor, agent, or clerk, employed 
in the Book Concern, or in any department 
belonffinc to it, shall be allowed in any case 
to publish or sell books as bis own private 
property. 
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Qnf^l. What shall be done for the extir- 
pation of (he evil of slavery ? 

Answ. 1, Wedetlare tliat we are asmncli 
•severeonvinced of the great evil of slavery: 
therefore (no slaveholder shall be elifrfble to 
any officiAl station in our Churuh hereafter, 
where llie lawEof the State in which he lives 
will admit of emancipalion, and permit the 
liberated slave to enjoy freedom. 

2. When any travellinjEpreac-her becomes 
an owner of a slave or slaves, by any means, 
he shall forfeit his ministerial character in 
our Church, unless he eseeute, if it be prac- 
ijcablo, a le^al emancipation of such slaves, 
conformatly totholawsof the State in which 
he lives. \ 

3. All eur preachers shall prudently en- 
force upon our members the necessity of 
teaching their- slaves to read the woiil of 
God ; and to allow them time io attend upon 
the public worship of God on our reguUi'.' 
days of divine service. 

4. Our coloured preachers and official 
members shall have all the privileges which 
are usual to others in the district and Quar- 
terly Conferences, where the usa^s of flie 
eoimlry do not forbid it. And the Presiding 
Elder may hold for them a separate District 
Conference, where the number of coloured 
kical preachers will justify it. 
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5. The Bishops may employ coloured 
prcaebera to travel and preach, when their 
services are jadged necessary, proeu/e/t that 
no one shal! be so eraployeil without having 
been recommended by a Quarterly Confer- 



%o Note.— The pirase, " t j act ca- 

ble," at the lop of pi^e 170, th u li aii h d 
by the recoided Journa! of th (. u a1 Conf 
<nce of 1952, is believed bj many f the Dele. 
^Ui6 to be without authk^ity 
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Qacn. 4. Whjt shall badnneforlhesecurilyof 

!ins«.' Let the following plan of a deed of settln- 
ment be broiighi into elTea in all pnssMe. cnses, and 

admit of it. Bui each annual confcienee is au- 
Ihoriied to make such modification in the deeds as 
Ihey miiy find llie diflerenl iiaajea and customs of 
law require in the different states and territories, so 
as to secure the premises firmly hy deed, and per- 
manently to the Methodist Episcopal Church, ao- 
Fordii^ to the true intent and meaning of the fol- 
lowing form of a deed of settlement ; an;ribing in 
the said form to the contrary notwithslandins. 
This iNneNTURE. made this day of 

in the year of our Lord one thousand hundred 

and between of the in the 

state of (if the panlot lie married, insert 



grant, narxain, »b i, 
unlo them, the said 
-wrs, (inistees in trust 
unalter mentioned a»d 
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deolBred,) all [he eslaie.righl, title, interest, property 

equity, wliich he tlie said (if matriedi hero 

or upon all and singular a certain lot, or piece of 
land, situate, lying, ■nd beirg in ihs and 

wit, (here insert the several courses and distances 
ofthelmd to the place of beginning.) containing and 
laid out for acres of land, together with all and 

singular the houses, woods, vi-aters. ways, privil^s, 
and appurtenances thereto helonging. or in any wise 
DortaininE: To hats tno to H01.D all and singular 
and described lot or piece of 



to them the said 
in office for ecer in trust, that Ihey shall 
erect and build, or cause to be erected and built 
thereon, a house or place of worship for the use of 
the members of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in the United States of America, aecording to tJie 
nilea and discipline which from time to time may 
ba agreed upon and adopted by the ministers and 

nBChets oflhe said Church at their General Con- 
jnces in the United Slates of America ; and in 
furUier trust and conHdence that Ihey shnt at ail 
times, for ever hereafter, permit such ministers and 
preachers belonging to the ssid Church, as shnU from 
time to lime be duly autJiorized by Ihe General 

■aid Methodist Episcopal Church, or by the annual 
aoaferencss aulhorized by the said General Confer' 
ence, lo preach and expound Cod's holy word 

■3 often as any one or more of the trustees herein 
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the members of the said Cli In h, to 

i to litl Ihe pince or pinces of him at 
jsaid, I'miiled, the persun or pet 
3 of the said Church imnHiliiitelji 



number of nine tniatees forever; and in case of an 
eqiisi number of voWs for and sgainsl the said nomi- 
nation, the alalioned minister or presdier ahiill haie 
die casting vote. 
Provided neverlhrlat, That if the said trustees, 0( 



bliged to pRy the 
5aid sums of money, they, or a majority of them, shall 
X authorized to raise the said sum or sums of monejr, 
ly a mortgage on Ihe said premises, or by selling 
Jie said premises, after notice given to the pastor 
ir preaciier who has ^ oversight of the congrega- 
,ion attending divine service on the said premiaes, 
.f the money doe be not paid tothesaiit trustees, oi 



qienses vrhich are due from the money arising 
om such sale, shall deposit the remainder of the 
oney pniduced by the said sale in the hands of the 
eward or stewards of the society belonging to or 
Itending divine service on said ]jtemiaes ; which 
' 'le produce of such sale, so depoaiied in 

■ - ■ ' -■' anis, shall be >t 

inference author 
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214 DEED OF SETTLEMENT, 

ixpii ns aforesaid ; which said anniiat canference 
BbalJ dispose of Ihe said money, nccording to the 
besi of Iheir iudgmeot, for the use of the smd sooiety. 
And ihe swcl doth by these presenta 

warrsnt, nnd for nier defend, nil tuid singular the 
before-mentioned and descrihed lot or piece of land, 
with the appurlenances thereto belongtnj unlo 
Ihem the said and their sucoessoia, chosen 

■nd appointed as aforesaiij. from the claim occlainii 
of him the said his heirs and assigns, and 

from the claim or claims of all persons whatever. 
In testimony whereof, the said (if married, 

insert the name of his wife I have hereto set their 
hands and seals, the di 



Sealed and delivered in-! 
[Twr^ritnes^T / 



Received the da; of the date -> 
of the ahove-written in- 1 
denture, the consideration ( 
therein mentioned in full, ) 



in the year of our Lord one thousand 
personally appeared before me, one nf the justices 
of the peace, m and for the county of and 

state of the within-named the 

grantor (if married, insert the name ol his wife) 
acknowledged the within deed of trust to he (hei: 
act and deed for the uses and purposes therein 
mentioned and declared ; and she the said 
wife of the said being separate and apart from 

her said husband, by me examined, declared that 
she had made the same acknowledgment, freelj 
and with her own consent, without hein^induced 
thereto through fear or threats of her said husband 

and seal, the day and year first above written. 
Here the justice's name. (L S.) 
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illowftnce to Bisiops, 173[ to preachera, 179. 

American Bible Society, eolleclions for, to Ijb 
reported at Conference, 36: a^nls ma; be 
appointed for more than two years, il. 

' sinful, forbidden by tbe Qeneittl 

innuat Conferences, lliiundnries of ^e, 158. 

Appeal, right of, gnarunteed to ministers and peo- 
ple, 34; from arbitration, 100; of trarelling 
preachers Co General Conference, 91 ; of local 
preachers loAnuualConterence.Bfi; ofmembera 
to Quarterly Conference, 100. 

Arbitration, to settle disputes, 100. 

Arltanaas Conference, boundaries of, 1S7. 

Atticles of religion, IS ; not to be altered by Gen- 
eral Conference, 33. 

Asburj, F., ordained Bishop, li 

Baltimore Conference, boundaries of, 1ST. 

Band Societies, rules, &c., of, 81-83. 

Baptism, (article of relinon,J 21 ; prerequisite of 
Church membership, 30; form in Discipline to 
be used invariably, 101 ; general directions for, 
JOS ; order in miaislration to infants, 103 ; to 
those of riper jeais, 107. 

Easter's Qitrta» Snlmanna recommended. 66. 

Bible classes, preachers' duty (o fona. 60. 

Bible Society. [See ^merienn BibU Sodel«^ 

Bishops, [see EfiiicopacyJ how constituted, 40j 
ordmation in ease no tiisliop snrvivi!, 40; dutiei 
of, 40, 11 ; ceasing to Iravel, IS ; jirocednre in 
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case of n TUcaney in the office, 43 ; trifti of, 9( 
form of ordinntion, 122 : support ot, 173. 

Blao.k River Conference, bounaaries of, 159. 

Books, preachers to see societies supplied with, & 
preachers to be diligent in apreading, 72; priii 

inn '.nA f-iw^iilatiniy r.f TOT- k„.hll^..':,,» \r 1 



IST, 208; to pay eipeuses of Bishops, 178: its 
organization, &c., 197 ; Agents of, 198, 200: ai 
Cincinnati, 200, 2U2 ; pobliuationa of, by wtom 
Bolectod, 199,301; annual exhibit of, 199. 

Books Canonical, names of the. IG. 

Borrowing:, without a probabilitv of pavlni;, for- 
bidden. 28. J !■ V Bl 

Boston, depository at. 206. 

Boundaries of the Annual Conferences, 1S8. 

Bribery at elections. 71. 

Building of churches, 163. 

Burial of the dead, form in Discipline to be used 
inTariahly, 77 ; form of service for, 155. 

California Conference, boundaries of, 163, 

Call to preach, sijna of, i9. 

Candidates for the ministry must be recommended 
by Quarterly Confereaces, 39 ; must pursue four 
years' course of study. 43 ; may be admitted, or 
rejected without wronc, 45. 51; for Deacon's 
orders, two years' probation, 46 ; for Elder's, 48; 
examination of, 49. 

Catechisms, to be used as extensively as possible, 86. 

Ceiibaey of the clergy rejected, 23. 

Certificate to removing roemliers, SS : to local 
preachers, 70. 

Chaplains to state prisons, military posts, and 
naval stations, 41. 

Chartered Fund, appropriation of its produce, 34, 
186. 19S; its or^auUation. Ac.. 195. 
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Christ, person of, 15 ; reeiitrection of, 15 ; pres- 
ence of, in the supper, 23. 

Church, visible, 20; rites und ceremonies of, varia- 
ble, 23. 

Churches, building of, 169. 

Cincinnati, Book Concern at, 200. 

Cincinnati Conference, boundaries of, 3G3. 

Circuits, maybe united bj Bishops, 43; supply for, 
during Conference, 63. 

(Jlass, oririn and obiecli oC, 26 ; collections, 26, 59 ; 
weeltly, 181. 

Cljas-leaders, duty of, 26, 27, 80; appointed bjthe 
preacher, 59 ; to be examined by him quar- 
lerlj.ao. 

CI usE-mee tings, rules for, 80; neglect n^ 80; 
missionary coUections in, 192, 193. 

Cleanliness recommended, 62. 

Coke, Dr. ordained by Mr. Wesley, 14. 

CoUections, [see (Vn«r,]quarlerlY,60.18i; 8unda.T 
school, 60, 61; tract, 80, 61; missionary, 61, 133, 
193; for church building, 61; fifth collection, 
ISl; at Annual and OenetalCoiifereiice,lS7,lgS; 
tor ddegatsa, 188. 

Colleges, Hgeuts may be appointed for, 41 ; 
preachers stationed Bt, 41. 

Community of goods, not Scriptural, 24. 

Conferences, 31, 33 ; deportment at, 31. 

Conference, (}e«eral.S2: ratio of delegation, S2, S3; 

summon, with advioeof Conferences, 33; quorum 
at, 32 ; President of, 33 ; powers of, 33 ; testrio- 
tion of, 33 ; expenses of delegates to, 1S8. 

ronference. Amuial, 34, 35 ; members of, 31 ; times 
and places of. how filed, 35; order of hnsiness 
at, 35, 36 ; numl>er of, 37 ; records of, 37 ; presi- 
dent of, 35 ; to appoint mission committee, 191 i 
conference missionary society recommended, 191. 

Conference, Qmirlerlg. members of, 37, 38 ; presi- 



Ho.-=,- -„ Google 



Ceaoon, travelling, tow constituted, 47; duties 
of, iT ; term of probation of. 48.52; ceasing to 
travel. 47 ; farm of ordiuatiau, 144 : local iW 
con, 74. 

Debts, not to be iMntrocted nithont probability of 
pajiug. 63 ; procedure oa complaint for nonpaj- 
nent. 101 ; of travelling preaehcra. 93 ; of local 
preachers, 97 ; to Book Coaoera,' 203. 

Deed of settlement, 171. 

Delesates to General Conference, expenses ot. 



IKstricts, formed by Bishops, 40. 

DomestJD misBionarj societj authorized in each 

Conference, 191. 
Doctrinea. false, procedure in case of preacher dls- 

Bcminatins, 93 ; preacher to drive away, 139. 
Dress, 88. 

Drunkenness, forbidden, 27. 
Dutj, neglect of, 99 : paramount to feeling, 29. 

East Genesee Conference, boundaries of, 160. 

East Maine Conference, 159. 

Editor, general, term of service. 40, 197; of Na- 
tional Magazine and Tracts, 198 : of Christian 
Advocate and Journal, 41, 197 : of Sundaj-ichool 
books, ftc, 41, 197 ; otLadies' Repository. 203; of 
Western Christian AdvocHte, 41.203; atAubum, 
•- "04; at Pittsbureh, 41, 204; of Christian 
■ ■ ■• ■— l;Ciico "■ " 



Apologist, 41, 203 ; Chicago, 111., i 



Elders, travelling, how constituted, 45, 47 ; duties 
of, ia, 47 i cea«ng to travel, 46 ; Birra of ordi- 
nation of. 132. 

Elrations, treating at, 71. 
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Episcopal Address to meraljers of the Methodist 

Tlljiscopal Church, S. 
Erie CoiifercDce, bonndaties of. 16t. 
Estiitiiiting committees. [Sea RrpenmiA 
Eril-speaking prohibited, 28, 70, 73. 
Zidusioii fi-om the Church to to anuaunced at 

qnarlerlj meeting, 31. 
Eihorters, members of Qnarterly Conference, 37 ; 



ibsenci of yreaohers 

" ' ' * eaehers. comiQitt.. 



Eipenees, table, of nreaehere, 
- ■■ 33, 181; of Bishops, 



Elders, 181. 

Faith, the condition of justification, 18 ; means ot 

esting Christ's lody, 22. 
False doctrine. [See Dni^irme.] 
Family prajer, required of members, 29 j of 

preachers, B6. 
Fast, qnarterij, C2. 
Fasting enjoined, 29, 67. 
Full connexion, preachers received into, 51. 
Fuads, special, Conferences authorized to raise, 187. 

General Conference. [See Can/ereut,.-] 

General Rnles. [See Suits,-] 

Genesee Conference, boundaries of, 160. 



1 publishing fund, agents for, 13. 
1 work. Conference connexions, 169. 
of Christian men not comiDon in rieht o: 
2i. 

orks, the fruit and eridence of faith, 18. 
ment of United States, 24. 
means of. [See Jfains.] 



Holy Ohosti article of the, 16 ; calls to the minii- 

ttj, *9. 
Home missions. [See JtfiWom and Comerffcl 
EoDse, preacher's, to be furnished, 188. 
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Illinois Conference, boundaries of. 166. 
' iproper tempi ' ' ' ' 

preachers, 8^ 



Improper tempers, worfls, 

preachers, 82 ; in local 

Indiana Conference, Wnda 



. ._jm, form of ad „ 

Insolrencles, dishonest, lUl ; proeedare En, 101. 
Instrnction of children. [See Childrea.^ 
Intoxicating liquors as heverage, buying, Bellinj, 

Iowa Conference, houndaries of, 166, 
Itinemncj, not to be done awaj bj General Co* 
f^rence, 33. 

Justification bj faith, IS. 

Kentucky Conference, lioundaries of, 163. 

law, moral, Hs obligation. 17, 

Law. questions of. to be decided b j Bishops, 43 ; 
application of, left H ith the Conferences. 42 ; 
decided br Presiding Elders at Quarterly Con- 
Leaders, [sBe Claaa-leadfrt,'] meetings of, 62, 

liberal charity, a dnty. S9, 

Liberia Uission Annual Conference. 168. 

Llqaors, spirituous, theu: use forbidden, 27. 

Local preachers, membersof Quarterly Conference, 
87 ; licensed by do., 38, 74 ; when accused, tried 
by do., 39, 7* ; eiamined for license. 39 ; to be 
ptid when supplying circnits, 63, lS2i direc- 
tions concerniug, 74; when eligible to ordera, 
7G; removal of, 76; trial of, 96; relief of dis- 
tressed, 183. 

Local Deacons or Elders; 75, 

Located preachers, where amenable, 76. 

Location of preachers against their conseut, 91. 

Lord's Prayer, usein public worship, 77; iu ibnui, 
106, 113, 120. 

Lord's supper, {article of religion,) 31 ; to be ad- 
miuistered in both kinds, 22 ; dnty of partak- 
lng,57; form in IKscipiine to be used invariaUy, 
77 1 general directions for, 113; order of, 113, 

Love-feasts, tickets for, to be renewed quarberlyi 
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B9: tobe held, 59; not t 


last abov 


ea 


hour 


and I. half, 61; how often 


strangerB 




e ad- 


mitted 


to, 81. 








Mo'istTfl 


«9.nottobeil1-3po1i 


en of, 23. 






Maine Conference, bouiidarie 


of, 159. 






Marriage 


preachera not to 


talis steps toward. 


Hithou 


advice, 5S; with D 


nawakene 


'I 


rsons, 




kout consent of parents, 89 




sokicL 


sation, 119. 








Ma9s,un 


liiiptural, 23. 








Mfttrimoi 


y, form of solemri 


ntion, 149 






Means of 


grace, 29, 56, 77, 8t 








Members 


reception of, 30: 


flberecei 


red 


tried. 


&o.. b 


J'^Z^^^.'L 


nambers 


of, 


to bS 



taken by preacher, 69 ; not to remove withont 
certificate, 61 ; trial of, 9a 

Membership in soeiet j, conditions of, 27. 

Michigan Conference, bounditries of, 163. 

Ministers, marriage of, 22; not to be Ul^spolen 
of, 28 ; classes of, ka., m, T6. [See Cnndidalti.'] 

Missionaries, not limited to tvo yeara' staUon, 41 ; 
taaj be ordained earlier, 52 ; support of, 190. 

Missionary secretarj, 40, 19i. 

Missionary societies to be oreanized in the cir- 
cuits and stations, 190 ; m the Annual and 
Quarterly Coaferenees, 191 : In Sunday aclioola, 
193. 

Mission committee, to be appointed by each Con- 
ference, 130 ; bjeachQnarteriy Conference, 190. 

MisMans, collections for, to be reported at Con- 
ference, 190 ; by preachers. 192 i special funds 
may be raised by each Conference, IHT ; general 
plan for support of, 190; Conference missionary 
iocietiea reeororoended, 191; annual, to be 
taken np in each Conference, 193. [See Do- 



Necessitons claimants, provision for, 188. 
New-England Conference, bonndaries of, 159. 
Kew-Hampahire Conference, boundaries of, ISifc 
New-Jersey Conference, boundariea of, 16S. 
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Sew-York Conterence, bounilatiea of. 158. 
New- York Bust Conference, ioundariea of, 158. 
Northern Christian Advocate, 20i. 
North Indiana Conference, boundaries of, 163. 
North Ohio Conference, lioundaries of, 163, 

Oaths, 25. 

Oblation of Christ, S3. 
Ohio Conference, boundaries of, 163. 
OidTeatament, 17, 

Oneida Confeienee, bonndariea of, 160. 
Ordinances, forms of Discipline to be used invaria 
blj, 77 ; forma, 103, 107, 113. 



drj^iuis of preacheTS, Ix., nllovance of, 179. 

Puraona^^s, building of. recommended, 1S8 ; rent- 
in', 189; committee of Quarterly Contercnee, 
189 ; preacherB refuain" (o ocoupj, lOO. 

Pastoral visiting. [Sec K«iV%.] 

Periodicals, account of aubscriljera to l>e kept, SI 

PerseyerancB, 10. 

Philadelphia Conference, l>oundaries of, 163. 

Fittsbni^h Cluiatiui Advoaate, 201- 

Fittsburj-h Conference, bonndaries of, 161. 

Pittsburgh, depository at, 206, 

Prayer, dnty of, 29, 56. 

Praj'er meetings, to be appointed by preacher, 63; 
to supply htdt of preaching, 6" 



Pi'eaohers eipenaes, estimating committee, [5v8 

PlWhers, to be ftdmittfld on trial, muat be recom- 
mended by Quarterly Conference, 39. 50; ap- 
jiointDientBi fined by Biahopa. 40 ; not to remain 
more than two years in one Etation, except in 
Kuw-Orleana, 41 ; nor tnore than four in same 
dty, 41 ; reception of, from other denomina,- 
Uons, 4S: mo<fe of receiving on trial. 50; into 
fnU connexion, 51 ; &bseutii^ themaelves from 
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their circuit;, 45 ; rules of conduct, 53: duty to 
God, themsKlves, and one snother, 59; super- 
nninerBry, 73 ; Buperamiualed, 73 : trial of, 91 ; 
inefficient, 03; ollowttnce of. 179; houses for, 
183 ; mnst occupf honsea provided, IDO ; duty 
inregard toannual supplies, Idfi; to parBOnagei, 



al snpplie 
I, m. 19 



Freacher in chiu'se, duties of. SS ; to children, G6i 
to supplies, ISi; to parsonages, 189; to mia- 
Bions, 191, 192, 193. 

Preaching, best method of. 54, 6i; morning 

S reading enjoined, S5 1 when to contione or 
esist in a pioce, C4. 
Presiding Elders, term of service, 43, 46. how 
obosen, stationed, and changed, 43 ; duties of, 

]9i ; to Booli Concern. 20S. 
PrisouB, chaplains to. [See Chojilaiai.-] 
rrobation of six montlis before admission to mem- 

bCTBhip, 80. 
FrobKtioners, numhers of, to bo taken sepitnitelf 

hj preacher. 59. 
Providence Conference, boundaries of, 158. 
PubliBhIng committees, 199, 204, 206. 
Purgatory, 20. 

Quarterly Conference. [See Oi«/ertrKe.'] 
Quarterly meetings. Presiding Elder to be present 

at, U : preacher in charge to hold. In abseiica 

ofPreaidingElder, 59. 
Quarterly Review, 197. 

Eciiresentation, ratio of, to Oeneral Conference, 33. 

Resurrection of Christ, ot the, 13. 

Riches, worldly, of. 28. 

Rites and ceremonies may be changed, 23. 

Ritual, 103, 122. 

Rock River Conference, boundaries of, 1E6. 

ftulers, civil, duty of Christians to. 24. 

<iiles, General, of the Methodist Epiacopal Chnni, 
25 ; not to he revoked or changed by General 
Conference, 33 ; to ba read bj preacher, 63 ; re- 
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Btrictive, on the powers of Genera] Conferenoa, 
33; for* preacher'p c.>iidui:t,53; for continuing 
or desisting to preach at any place, 64. 

Babbatt, obsertance of. enjoined, 97, 70. 

Saciltments, (ardcie of relidon.) 20; nnmber of, 
21; falsely BO called, 21; uaesof.Sl. [See&jj- 
(*>m and Lftrd'a Slipper.) 

Ban Francisco depositDrr. 206. 

Scriptnres, (article of religion.) 16 ; oanoH of, II 
study of, 50; to he read in public, 77. 

Seamen, preachers to. 11. 

Seats in cnurehea, 170. 

Self-denial enjoined. 57. 5S. 

Self-indulgence, of needless, SS. 

Seminaries, preachers appointed to, 41 ; agents 
for, 41. 

Sin, original, 18 : alter justification, 19. 

Singing, spirit and truth of. IS, 79. 

Slavery, 27, 209. 

Slaves, buying and selling of, forbidden in Gen- 
eral Rules, 37. 

Smuggling forbidden, 28, 7!. 

South-Eastem Indiana Conference, bonndaries of. 



members of (jiiarterry Ctonference, 37 ; nomi- 
nated by prencher, and appointed by Quarterly 
Conference, 3Q: accounts to be overlooked tj 

S readier, M; qaaJifieations, appointment, ana 
atyof,183; towliomresponsitre,183; to aena 
surplus money to Annual Conference, 184; bi 
send collections also, tSS. 
Stewards, district. 181. 
Study, course of. Bishops to point out, 42, 
Sunday schools, interests of, under charge of Quar- 
terly Coiilference, 39, 95 ; and of Presiding Elder, 
44 ; preachers may be appointed ^enta, 41, 86 ; 
preachers to encourage, 60, 85 ; and report, 90^ 
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St. L mis depository, 307. 

Sunday School Advncats, 199. 

Suniiaj-SohoOl Union, 85; colledjons for, to ho 
reported at Conference, 36 ; and to be taken an- 
nually by preacherB, 60. 

Superannuated preacltecs, 73 ) trial ot US ; allow- 
ance of, 179. 

SnpereroBation, works of, 10. 

Suptriutendenls. [See fli»iop«.l 

Buieniamerary preachera, 73 ; Bliowanoa of, 179. 

Support and supplies, 178, 190. 

Surplus moneys, to be seat hy Stewards to Confer- 
ence, 184 ! by Conference to ConfaiBHOe, 187. 

Table expehfles. [See Enifiutt.'] 

Temperance in eating and^ drinking enjoined, 63. 

TestameBt, relation <rfO!d and New, IT. 

Time, means of securing, for pastoral duty, 63: 

employing profitably when not on duty, 71, 
Tracts, j>reacher to encourage distribution of, 60 j 

printing and circulation of, 87. 
Transportation of books to dejusitorles, 207. 
TrmEubstatitJatton rejected, 22. 
Treasure, of earthly, 28. 
Treating at elections prohibited, 71. 
Trial of ministers and members, 90; of a Bishon, 

90; travelling preacher, 91; local preacher, BS; 

Trinity, article of the, 15. 

Trustees of churchea, dnties of, 171,175; moiJa 

ot ciiooaing, !ix., 17S; responBiUe to Quarter! 

Conference, 177. 
Troy Conference, boundaries of, 1S9. 

Union, necessity of, among ourselves, 72 ; m? ans 

of, 73. 
United Societies, general rules of, 23; origin of, 26. 
United States, alfegiance to, 24. 
Usury Ibrbidden, 28. 

Vermont Conference, boundaries of, 109. 
Visiting, pastoral, 65, 69. 
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Western Chiistisn Advocate, 204. 

Weslem Vireinia Conference, bonndaries of, 163. 

Widows of Bishops, preaclierB, An., allaiFBnce at 

179. 
Will, freedom of, 18. 

Wisconsin Conference, bonndaries of, 166. 
Worii, the, ot Son of God, 15. 
Wom-ont preachera, 73. 
Works. LSee Good Wort..] 
Worship, attendance on It enjoined, 39: public, 

directions for, 20, 77. 
Wyoming Conlerence, boundaries of, 160. 
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COURSE OF STUDY 

For Probationers and Travelling Deacons 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church. 



FIRST TEAR. 

The Bible— Doctrines. 
The Esistenca of God ; the Attribatej of 
Goil, namelj, Unity, Spirituality, Eternity, 
Omnipotenoe, Ubiquitj, Omniscience, Immu- 
tability, Wisdom, Truth, Justice, Mercy, Love, 
Goodness, Holinesa; the Trinity in Unity 
the Deity of Christ ; the Humanity of Christ 
the Union of Deity and Humanity; Person- 
ality and Deity of the Holy Ghost ; Depravity ; 
Atonement; Repentance; Jastification by 
Faith; Beeen^atian; Adoption; the Witness 
of the Spirit; Growth in Qrnee; Christian 
Perfection; Possibility of Final Apostasy; 
Immortality of the Soul ; Resurrection of the 
Body ; General Judgment ; Rewards and 
Punishments. 



[The examination on the ahore to be strict- 
ly Biblical, requiring the candidate to give 
the statement of the doctrine and the Scrip- 
ture proofs. To prepare for this, he should 
read the Gible by course, and make a memo- 
randum of the teiLts upon each of these topics 
as he proceeds.] 
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COURSE OF S 



Sj/stejnatic Dioimly. 
Watson's Institutes, First Part; Wesley's 
Plain Account of Chriatlan Perfection. 

Common English. 
English Grammar; Modern Geography. 



Compositioi 
Essay or Sermon. 



SECOND YEAH. 

The Bible—Sacraments. 

The Sairaroent of Baptiani— Itg Nature, 
Design, ObUgation, Subjects, and Mode; The 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper — Its Nature, 
Design, and Obligation, 

[Mode of stuily and examination same as 
upon the Bihle in the first jear.] 

S'/fiemotu: Dimtili/ 
Watson's Institutes, Second Part; Peek's 
Christian PerfeLtion, new 12iao. edition ; 
FUtohera AppeaL 

Church Guvernraent. 
Methodist Discipline ; SteTens's Church 
Politj." 
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Essay or Sermon. 

fRead Bishop Emory's Defence of our Fa- 
thers ; Powell on Apostolioal Succession ; Dr, 
Emory's History of the Discipline ; Wesley on 
Original Sin, and Wesley's Doctrinal Tracts; 
Johnston's Natural Philosophy."] 

THIHD YEAR. 

The Bible — History and Chronology. 

Candidates to be prepared upon the leadr 

ing events reoorded in the Old and I4en Tes- 



Sysiematic Divinity. 
Watson's Institutes, Third Part; Butler's 
Analogy ; Peck's Rule of Faith ;" Hibbaj^ on 
Baptism." 

History, ^c. 

Ruter'a Church History; Tytler's ClellBr. 

al History ;" Newman's RKetorio ; Hedge's 

Composition. 

Essay or Sermon. 

[Read Bangs's History of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church; Elliott on Romanism;" 
Fletcher's Worfes ; Rollin's Ancient History ;• 
Smith's Patriarchal Age ; Hallam's Middle 
Ages;" Rasaell's Modern Europe."^] 
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